
INTRODUCTION

This book deals with the fundamental historical problems of migration
which, still today, remain unresolved and dominate social and political
debates. It will be based on a very concrete case study of the historical
migration of Flemish textile workers to England which touches upon
essential aspects (social, political, economic and cultural factors) behind
the complex process of emigration and immigration. This historical
example is drawn from one of the first well-documented policies of
the English crown to encourage the immigration of skilled artisans,
during one of the most dramatic periods in the history of the former
Low Countries and the British Isles, in particular the county of Flanders
and England, namely the fourteenth century. The Black Death, warfare,
mass devaluations and production crises created a period of fundamental
social, political and economic upheaval. In this book, I will focus on
Edward III’s (–) invitation to Flemish textile workers to settle in
England in , and their economic and social impact on its cities. This
book will have two primary aims of analysis: the migration of Flemings
and their settlement. The first will be to identify systems and build
models of migratory movements within a long-term perspective, that
is, understanding migration paths and causes, networks, strategies and
migrants’ personalities. The second will focus on what is commonly
known as ‘integration’, that is, the immigrants’ settlement, acculturation
and acquisition of their social, economic and political position in the host
country. In addition to a detailed treatment of these two aims, the book
attempts to evaluate the economic impact of the immigrant community
on a specific industry. I will argue that the success of immigrants was not
solely reflected in the rise of their average earnings, but also in the fact
that their skills and human capital acquired prior to emigration contrib-
uted to the development of the English textile industry in the fourteenth
century.
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The topic of immigration has received much attention in the past three
decades, and migration history has become one of the booming fields.
Numerous studies focusing on the fortunes of immigrants and their
interactions throughout various historical periods have come to light.

Some historians have pushed back the temporal boundaries of studies of
this subject, and it is safe to say that our views of pre-modern societies as
‘immobile’ have proved to be to a large extent false. However, in the
ocean of studies that include ‘migration’, ‘mobility’ and other terms used
to describe the movement of people, there is still no consensus amongst
historians about definitions and typologies that can be used to measure
and qualify migration. This is certainly due to a lot of parameters related
to the distance of migration and the period of stay that we must take into
account in order to establish whether someone is a ‘real’ migrant or
seasonal mover. Although we might have a tendency to think that, in
order to become an ‘immigrant’, one must travel a long distance (inter-
nationally, or intercontinentally) and have a long-term stay, migration
can also be internal and include mobility between cities, regions and
provinces within the same state. There are also various reasons for people
to migrate, and we can distinguish between voluntary and forced
migration. Labour migrants are usually associated with voluntary migra-
tion, and their mobility has economic motivations, while refugees are
driven from their homes by war, natural disasters, persecution and other
violence. Some historians have treated these two categories separately,
but Jan and Leo Lucassen suggest that although the motivations of labour
migrants and refugees differ in principle, the disparities become less
obvious in practice. This is especially true if we look into the economic

 J. Lucassen and L. Lucassen (eds), Migration, Migration History, History: Old Paradigms, New
Perspectives (Bern, ).

 R. Reith, ‘Circulation of skilled labour in late medieval and early modern central Europe’, in S. R.
Epstein and M. Prak (eds), Guilds, Innovation and the European Economy – (Cambridge,
), pp. –; C. Billot, ‘L’Assimilation des étrangers dans le royaume de France aux XIVe et
XVe siècles’, Revue Historique,  (), –. For England, see also edited volume, book and
other articles arising from Mark Ormrod’s Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)–
funded project, ‘England’s Immigrants –’ (University of York): N. McDonald, W. M.
Ormrod and C. Tailor (eds), Resident Aliens in Medieval England (Turnhout, ); W. M. Ormrod,
B. Lambert and J. Mackman, Immigrant England – (Manchester, );
S. Cavaciocchi (ed.), Le migrazioni in Europa, secc. XIII–XVIII. Atti della venticinquesima settimana di
studi, Istituto internazionale di storia economica F.Datini,  (Florence, ); D.Menjot and
.-. Pinol (eds), Les Immigrants et la ville: Insertion, intégration, discrimination (XIIe–XXe siècles)
(Paris, ); . Bottin and . Calabi (eds), Les Étrangers dans la ville: Minorités et espace urbain du
bas Moyen Âge à l’époque moderne (Paris, ); . alard and . Ducellier (eds), Migrations et
diasporas méditerranéennes (e–e siècles) (Paris, ).

 J. Lucassen and L. Lucassen (eds), Globalising Migration History: The Eurasian Experience (th–st
Centuries) (Leiden, ), p. .

 Ibid., p. .  Lucassen and Lucassen (eds), Migration, Migration History, p. .
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potential that highly skilled voluntary immigrants or exiles might have.
Both groups are also likely to be attracted by the same places and settle in
areas with higher economic possibilities.
As to the nature of the mechanisms under which migration operates as

a phenomenon – where one country acts as the donor and the other as
receiver – a variety of theoretical models for studying the causes of
movement have inevitably imposed themselves as ‘pull-and-push’
factors. In order to determine why international migration happens,
neoclassical economics has found an explanation in wage differentials
and employment conditions between countries. It generally assumes that
workers from a low-wage country will move to a high-wage country.
On the macro level, the decline in the supply of labour in the low-wage
country will lead to a decrease in the wage differential and the eventual
elimination of movement. On the micro level, the individual migrant
decides to move on the basis of a simple cost–benefit calculation. The
‘new economics of migration’, in contrast, does not consider that deci-
sions to migrate are taken by one individual, but rather collectively, most
often as a household, in order to minimise risks that might occur to the
existing family income from different market failures. Such micro-level
decision processes are generally ignored by the dual labor market theory,
which links international immigration to the structural requirements of
developed nations’ industries. Instead of focusing on the situation in the
sending country, according to this approach, labour migration is com-
pletely driven by the permanent demand for workers intrinsic to the
economies of advanced industrial societies. The world systems theory
assumes that the movement of people is determined by the same
principle, adding historical and cultural to economic factors as the main
causes of migration. It sees immigration as a natural consequence of
economic globalisation and capitalist penetration into the developing
world.

 D. S. Massey, J. Arango, G. Hugo, A. Kouaouci, A. Pellegrino and J. E. Taylor, ‘Theories of
international migration: A review and appraisal’, Population and Development Review : (),
–, at –.

 O. Stark, ‘Migration decision making: A review article’, Journal of Development Economics, 
(), –.

 C. M. Tolbert, P. M. Horan and E. M. Beck, ‘The structure of economic segmentation: A dual
economy approach’, American Journal of Sociology,  (), –; M. J. Piore, Birds of
Passage: Migrant Labor in Industrial Societies (Cambridge, ).

 I. Wallerstein, The Modern World System, Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World
Economy in the Sixteenth Century (New York, ).

 A. Portes and J. Walton, Labor, Class, and the International System (New York, ); E. Morawska,
‘The sociology and historiography of immigration’, in V. Yans McLaughlin (ed.), Immigration
Reconsidered: History, Sociology, and Politics (New York, ), pp. –; S. Sassen, The Mobility
of Labor and Capital: A Study in International Investment and Labor Flow (Cambridge, ).
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Of course, since antiquity, cities have always represented centres of
economic and administrative activity, as they are characterised by more
employment opportunities, the hope of greater social mobility, and more
freedom of thought and actions. For these reasons they continue to
attract people from outside their boundaries. The social backgrounds of
people migrating to cities vary, according to the geographic distance and
the duration of stay. Traditionally, unskilled labour came from the
surrounding rural areas and tended to be only seasonal. Conversely,
skilled artisans migrated from afar and established themselves for longer
periods or permanently. They were generally part of more exclusive
social networks, based on trade and administrative relations that con-
nected different cities. They were also a medium for the diffusion of
new skills and thus more likely to make an impact on the development of
the political, spatial, economic and cultural dimensions of the cities to
which they migrated. Urban migration was mostly controlled by local
authorities and to a lesser extent by supra-local governing bodies. They
tended to restrict immigration in order to limit potentially destabilising
effects for the native population, but sometimes institutions actively tried
to attract immigrants, in particular, certain kinds of skilled artisan.

These active immigration policies to attract skilled labour were spurred
on by high mortality rates. Until the eighteenth century, urban mortality
rates were so high that the only way to maintain the increase in popula-
tion and economic growth of cities was through immigration. Such
was the case in late medieval and early modern England, where foreign
merchants and skilled artisans who contributed to economic develop-
ment enjoyed legal and fiscal privileges from the government.

However, once the migrants had entered the new town, several other
issues arose, most notably the question of integration into the new
community. The study of integration or assimilation as part of migration
history finds its theoretical roots in the pioneering works produced by
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century sociologists such as
Tönnies, Durkheim, Weber and Simmel. Although immigrants were

 P. Clark, European Cities and Towns (Oxford, ), p. .
 A. Winter, ‘Population and migration: European and Chinese experiences compared’, in P. Clark

(ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Cities in World History (Oxford, ), p. .
 Ibid., p. .
 L. Lucassen and W. Willems (eds), Living in the City: Urban Institutions in the Low Countries

– (Routledge, ), p. ; Winter, ‘Population and migration’, p. .
 There are numerous works that deal with the impact of alien merchants and Huguenots in

England from the fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries: A. Beardwood, Alien Merchants in
England: Their Legal and Economic Position, – (Cambridge, Mass., ); N. Goose and
L. Luu (eds), Immigrants in Tudor and Early Stuart England (Brighton, ); L. Luu, Immigrants and
Industries of London – (London, ).

Introduction



https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108774215.001 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108774215.001


not at the core of their work, it is important to highlight several ideas that
influenced later studies and that remain integral to the main themes of
this book. The notion of community as a category of analysis was
originally developed by Ferdinand Tönnies, in his first book in ,
in which he made a direct contrast between the medieval and modern
periods by introducing concepts of community (Gemeinschaft) and society
(Gesellschaft). The former supposedly represented the structure of the past,
while the latter embodied the behaviour of modernity. For Tönnies,
community (Gemeinschaft) is realised in the bonds of kinship, of neigh-
bourhood and of friendship. It is a form of social integration where the
house, the village and the city, as well as the guild, the corporation and
the parish, are the basis of a community with strong shared beliefs and
values. Society (Gesellschaft), on the contrary, is based on impersonal ties
and materialised through contractual relationships, rationality, produc-
tion and the exchange of goods, commerce and the market. ‘Society’
therefore means a higher division of labour, and a predominance of
rational goals, self-interest and interdependence. In most cases, an estab-
lished community opens up to new members on the basis of an agree-
ment and contract decided upon in mutual understanding and with the
acceptance of actions offered for the future. It is from this point that the
term ‘integration’ enters the vocabulary of sociologists and gets further
developed as a concept to fit different geographical areas and periods.
According to Émile Durkheim, the set of people’s norms, beliefs and

values common to the average member of the same society makes up what
he called the collective consciousness, or a sharedway of understanding and
behaving in the world. The collective consciousness (social integration)
binds individuals together across the whole society, regardless of their
personal situation in time and space in a given country. These social
similarities create a form of solidarity that can appear in several shapes:
domestic solidarity, professional solidarity, national solidarity etc. For
Durkheim, thus, every society integrates its members, or should do so.
Behavioural models, values and norms are transmitted through family,
school and professions. Inserting newcomers into society is only one special
case in an overall process of integration. Nevertheless, he considered that
assimilating strangers was a long and complex procedure, which cannot be
done without the assent of all members of the host community. His

 F. Tönnies, Community and Association (Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft), trans. C. P. Loomis,
(London, ), pp. –.

 Ibid., p. .
 É. Durkheim, De la Division du travail social: Livre I, th edn (Paris, ), pp. , , –.
 Ibid., pp. –.  Ibid., pp. –.
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contemporary, Max Weber, in his Economy and Society confirmed
Durkheim’s assumptions that the integration of people on the move was
complicated, adding the idea that conflict was inevitable. He claimed that
the newcomers themselves can group around the same language and form
their own group solidarity, and may thus be taken as a direct threat to the
shared identity of the host community.Weber, however, recognised that
different communities can coexist with one another.

At the same time, the German philosopher and sociologist Georg
Simmel was interested in the dynamics of social relations between
individuals and groups in industrial societies. In , he wrote a text
called The Stranger, in which he suggested several contemporary inter-
pretations of the stranger within the urban space. Simmel defines the
stranger as an individual who decides to stay, but who is still a potential
traveller with ties elsewhere. However, it is not the stranger’s relationship
to space that is decisive in Simmel’s analysis, but rather the interactions
between individuals and groups. The stranger is thus found in the
paradoxical position of being both a member of the majority group
and outside the group (being both ‘close’ and ‘distant’). Simmel’s
reflections inspired the founding thinking of the Chicago School,
renowned in the history of the social sciences, whose landmark work
spanned  to . One of the school’s intellectuals, Robert E. Park,
posited that assimilation is the eventual outcome of ‘all the incidental
collision, conflict and fusions of peoples and cultures’ resulting from
migration.

Most of these concepts are satisfactory when it comes to the study of
the incorporation of migrants into the existing community. However,
they do not tell us much about integration within the medieval context.
In their analyses of urban society, Tönnies, Simmel and Durkheim all saw
the Middle Ages as a period of a lower division of labour, where
community is imposed on the individual. However, medieval society
formed different groupings based on a feeling of common political,
spatial, religious or professional identity, which sometimes had all the
characteristics of Gesellschaft. Moreover, within the conceptual frame-
work of medieval communities (urban, national or corporate), the

 M. Weber, Economy and Society, trans. G. Roth and C. Wittich (New York, ), p. .
 Ibid.
 G. Simmel, Soziologie: Untersuchungen über die Formen der Vergesellschftung, herausgegeben von

Otthein Rammstedt (Frankfurt am Main, ), pp. –.
 R. Park, ‘Human migration and the marginal man’, American Journal of Sociology,  (),

–.
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inclusion or exclusion of new members remain central components of
how they functioned. According to Miri Rubin,

community is neither obvious nor natural, its boundaries are loose, and people
in the present, as in the past will use the term to describe and construct worlds,
to persuade and exclude. That our subject lived, worked and played in groups,
that they trusted, depended on each other, mutually helped each other is
beyond doubt – but they did so in a knowing and deliberating way, choosing
communities when possible, or negotiating their places within groups when less
freedom of choice was available.

The hierarchical structure of the public sphere of the medieval town
implies that various communities that controlled political and legal
processes created boundaries around them in order to exclude those
whom they considered not to be aligned with their values. The people
outside these boundaries would be marginal, whether they were elites or
vagrants. The creation of these communities relied heavily on the fact
that their relationships were based upon trust. In such a context, the
case of strangers is distinctive. Their arrival is usually tolerated during the
formation of urban centres, or to fulfil demographic shortages. However,
this openness of urban structures in their initial period toward the influx
of all kinds of new arrival becomes progressively limited, to grant access
only to the rich and well-off kind of migrant. This situation is one in
which urban society was founded on trustworthy kin relationships
between neighbours; strangers and migrants are automatically seen with
suspicion and regarded as untrustworthy.

The aforementioned sociological and historical works help us to
delineate the key theoretical frameworks on integration to focus on in
this study. However, they tend to neglect the experience of the emigrant
prior to departure. The first one to highlight this lacuna in the social
sciences was the Algerian sociologist, and Pierre Bourdieu’s student,
Abdelmalek Sayad in his pioneering work on Algerian immigrants in
France in the second half of the twentieth century. For him,

any study of migratory phenomena that neglects the conditions of origin of
immigrants is condemned to give only a partial and ethnocentric view. On the

 M. Rubin, ‘Small groups: Identity and solidarity in the late Middle Ages’, in J. Kermode (ed.),
Enterprise and Individuals in Fifteenth-Century England (Gloucester, ), pp. –, at p. .

 B. Geremek, Les Marginaux parisiens aux XIVe et XVe siècles (Paris, ), p. .
 B. Hanawalt, ‘Of Good and Ill Repute’: Gender and Social Control in Medieval England (Oxford,

), p. .
 G. Rosser, The Art of Solidarity in the Middle Ages: Guilds in England – (Oxford, ),

pp. –.
 Geremek, Les Marginaux parisiens, p. .  Ibid.
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one hand, such studies give consideration only to the immigrant, not to the
emigrant, as if his existence began at the moment he arrived in France. On the
other hand, the implicit and explicit problematic of such studies is always the
immigrant’s adaptation to the ‘welcoming’ society.

This means that we are interested in the immigrant as a whole, that we
are committed to defining the social group to which this individual
originally belongs, with its practices and everyday behaviours, and the
extent to which all of these are challenged by the fact of immigration.
Sayad was able to do so through a qualitative study, by interviewing
numerous Algerians resident in France and their families in the country
of origin. Applying exactly the same approach in this study would of
course not be possible, as we cannot speak directly to our subjects. Nor
can the medieval evidence fit the modern criteria. However, the
approach that follows the emigrants can still be useful, and I will make
an attempt to compare the sources from the country of origin with the
sources in the country of destination in order to obtain similar
information.

Taken altogether, the conceptual frameworks and approaches laid
down here will be useful in exploring the experiences of migrant com-
munities in the medieval urban context. I shall argue that while there
may have been conflict between immigrants and natives, which could
involve explicit exclusion and physical violence, the eventual outcome
was the integration of the newcomers and the adaptation of the host
society to these realities. In order to achieve this outcome, the migrants
had to negotiate their integration into the new community. Negotiations
of social relationships after settlement are threefold: first, between the
migrant and the government; then between migrant and native societies;
and finally between migrants themselves. This would include the per-
ception of integration both from a social and an administrative point of
view. Administratively, the integration is straightforward, as one is con-
sidered ‘assimilated’ once all the technocratic procedures are fulfilled –
the highest form of integration being naturalisation or citizenship, as it
granted certain sets of privileged political and economic rights. Socially,
however, this process of ‘integration’ becomes more difficult as other
external factors (not only the immigrants’ behaviour, but also their social
environments) play an important role. That is to say, if the immigrant
community faces rejection from the natives, intervention from the gov-
ernment in support of the migrants may help, as the natives would then
be more likely to adapt to these realities.

 A. Sayad, L’Immigration ou les paradoxes de l’altérité (Brussels, ).
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Cultural interaction and change through migration have been con-
stituent features of human history. This paradigm, throughout history,
might create the construction of Others, based on ethnicity or other,
larger categories. As Dirk Hoerder defines it: ‘on a cognitive level this
process provided simple recognizable structures for the perplexing multi-
plicity of peoples. On the level of social relations it provided boundaries
and permitted in-group solidarity. On the level of power relationships it
denigrated the Other.’ Migrants have not only had to adapt to their
new city, speak a different language or dialect, and adopt a new religion
or religious culture, but have also transformed the demographic com-
position, legal framework and even the architectural perspective of the
host city. Often these changes, combined with other factors, would
trigger a reaction from local communities in various forms – seeking an
intervention from political elites to exclude the outsiders, discrimination
or even physical violence. Outbreaks of confrontation have been way
too easily attributed by historians to the expression of national sentiment
and systematic xenophobia. In times of economic growth, migrants get
little attention: it is only in times of crisis that they come to be at the
centre of public debate. They are no longer only invisible workers, or
heirs of immigration identified by their social affiliation: they are trans-
formed into a separate social group, whose identity, their own culture,
calls into question the host culture and national cohesion. However,
most immigrants spend almost the entirety of their lives peacefully in the
host country, and the aforementioned forms of exclusion should rather
be assigned to Pierre Bourdieu’s notions of symbolic violence. On the
rare occasions when native populations reaffirm their exclusiveness and
superiority by physical force, they do so in order to reestablish their
perceived social and political hierarchies.

Most of these aspects related to the phenomenon of migration or the
mobility of peoples have been touched upon indirectly or directly in the
historiography of medieval Europe. Many works that have appeared over
the past forty years and adopt the perspective of an urban history dealing
with social and economic developments make room for migrants in the
chapter or chapters devoted to the urban population, a place that is often
reduced, mainly due to a lack of sources. In his study of the Florentine

 D. Hoerder, Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in the Second Millenium (London, ), p. .
 D. Menjot, ‘Introduction: Les gens venus d’ailleurs dans les villes médiévales: Quelques acquis de

la recherche’, in C. Quertier, R. Chilà and N. Pluchot (eds), Arriver en ville: Les migrantes en milieu
urbain au Moyen Âge (Paris, ), pp. –.

 Sayad, L’Immigration.
 P. Bourdieu, Langage et pouvoir symbolique (Paris, ), pp. , –, .
 Weber, Economy and Society, pp. –.
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textile industry in the fourteenth century, Franco Franceschi found a
significant number of workers both from elsewhere in Italy and from
northern Europe, including Brabantine and Flemish workers, and
devotes a chapter of his book (Migrazioni) to their presence in the
industry. In Genoa in the fifteenth century, the textile industry
recruited its workers in its contado and the villages on the coast or in
the valleys of the interior. This phenomenon was also a regular occur-
rence in late medieval Girona in Catalonia. The labour force, especially
in the textile sector, came from the neighbouring countryside, but the
further we go into the fifteenth century, the further the geographical
distance becomes. On the other hand, Catalan artisans can be found,
along with mercenaries, royal ambassadors and consuls, merchants
and ship-owners, living and working as far away as Dubrovnik in the
fifteenth century.

Venice, severely affected by epidemics and endemic wars at the end of
the fourteenth century, went even further and loosened up her strict
policies on unfree labour in order to attract Albanian and Dalmatian
workers to fulfil the shortages. Similar policies would be developed by
Louis XI when he specifically gave privileges to foreign craftsmen to
settle in the cities of Cherbourg, Dieppe, Toulouse and Bordeaux in
order to repopulate them. Although the amount of archival material
would allow a more systematic study of the wider history of late medi-
eval French immigrant communities, with the exception of a detailed
study on Brittany, work to date has focused more on the legal status
and condition of foreigners vis-à-vis the government and on entry into

 F. Franceschi, ‘Oltre il tumulto’: I lavoratori fiorentini dell’arte della lana fra Tre et Quattrocento
(Florence, ), pp. –. He looked into the alien presence in the Florentine textile industry
in another chapter in the collection of essays: F. Franceschi, ‘I tedeschi e l’arte della lana in Firenze
fra Tre et Quattrocento’, in G. Rossetti (ed.), Dentro la città stranieri e realtà urbane nell’’Europa dei
secoli XII–XVI (Naples, ), pp. –.

 J. Heers, Gênes au XVe siècle (Paris, ).
 . Victor, La Construction et les métiers de la construction à Gérone au e siècle (Toulouse, ),

pp. –.
 N. Fejic, ‘Les Catalans à Dubrovnik et dans le Bassin adriatique à la fin du Moyen Âge’, Anuario de

Estudios Medievales,  (), –. The Spanish presence in Dubrovnik has been considered in
more detail in Fejic’s doctorate, published in Serbo-Croat, and in several other articles in French.
N. Fejic, Španci u Dubrovniku u srednjem veku (Belgrade, ); N. Fejic, ‘Les Espagnols à
Dubrovnik’, in Menjot and Pinol (eds), Les Immigrants et la ville, pp. –.

 . Ducellier, ‘Les Albanais dans les Balkans et en Italie: Courants migratoires et connivences
socio-culturelles’, in Cavaciocchi (ed.), Le migrazioni in Europa, pp. –; . Doumerc,
‘L’Immigration dalmate à Venise à la fin du Moyen Âge’, in ibid., pp. – ; . Lanaro,
‘Corporations et confréries: Les étrangers et le marché du travail à Venise (XVe–
XVIIIe siècles)’, Histoire Urbaine,  (), –.

 Billot, ‘L’Assimilation des étrangers’, –.
 L. Moal, L’Étranger en Bretagne au Moyen Âge: Présence, attitudes, perceptions (Rennes, ).
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the naturalité. More recently, collective surveys and scientific meetings
have been devoted to these people ‘on the move’ from ‘elsewhere’,
which have resulted in several collections of essays bringing together
more localised case studies. All of these works have attempted to show
the great diversity of migrant experience from one city to another and
from one era to another. Even though the European historiography of
migration for the medieval period is still largely incomplete, the afore-
mentioned works have several common conclusions in the broader
context of migration studies. The rather vague terminology of migrant,
stranger, foreigner, immigrant or mobility will vary according to histor-
ians, particularly because they deal with different realities according to
time, region, distance of mobility and sources. Moreover, although
experiences were very different for any given group of migrants, most
of the studies confirm that the history of migration is a profoundly urban
process.
When it comes to England, the historiography stands in slightly better

shape in terms of late medieval migration. The pioneering study by
William Cunningham () gave an overview of the alien presence
and their economic activities in medieval England, and presented an
excellent starting point for further research. Following this work and
throughout the twentieth century, several studies appeared that focused
on specific groups of migrants, such as Italian merchants, or on the legal
status of merchants. Others attempted to point the way to studies of
even more specific categories, such as Gascons during the Hundred Years
War. More broadly, some local studies have made contributions by
providing us with information about the number, origins and fortunes of
more humble immigrants who settled in Southampton, Ipswich,

 Lettres de naturalité were an embryonic form of naturalisation. B. d’Alteroche, De L’étranger à la
seigneurie à l’étranger au royaume (Xie–XVe siècles) (Paris, ); J. Gilissen, ‘Le Statut des étrangers à
la lumière de l’histoire comparative’, in L’Étranger, recueils de la société Jean Bodin pour l’histoire
comparative des institutions (Brussels, ), vol. I, pp. –; E. Soloman, ‘La Condition juridique
des étrangers dans les législations anciennes et le droit moderne’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis,
University of Paris (); J. Mathorez, Histoire de la formation de la population française: Les
étrangers en France sous l’ancien régime,  vols. (Paris, –).

 H. Peregrine (ed.), Freedom of Movement in the Middle Ages: Proceedings of the Twentieth Harlaxton
Symposium (Donington, ); Quertier, Chilà and Pluchot (eds), Arriver en ville; Cavaciocchi, Le
migrazioni in Europa; Menjot and Pinol (eds), Les Immigrants et la ville; Bottin and Calabi, Les
Étrangers dans la ville; alard and Ducellier (eds), Migrations et diasporas méditerranéennes.

 W. Cunningham, Alien Immigrants to England (New York, ).
 Beardwood, Alien Merchants in England; K. Kim, Aliens in Medieval Law: The Origins of Modern

Citizenship (Cambridge, ); J. L. Bolton, ‘Alien merchants in England in the reign of Henry
VI, –’, unpublished B.Litt. thesis, University of Oxford (); H. Bradley, ‘The Italian
community in London, –’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of London ();
T. H. Lloyd, Alien Merchants in England in the High Middle Ages (Brighton, ).

 A. Peyregne, ‘Les Émigrés gascons en Angleterre (–)’, Annales du Midi,  (), –.
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Norfolk, Yorkshire and London throughout the fifteenth century. All
of these studies have raised the issues of the availability of sources and the
analytical problems surrounding the study of migration, such as
belonging, discrimination, persecution and the need to think carefully
about immigrants’ contribution to economic development, as well as
their integration into the job market. More recently, a major project run
by the late Mark Ormrod at the University of York and funded by the
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), ‘England’s Immigrants
–’, and its various outputs have shed new light on various
aspects of the alien presence in late medieval England. Apart from the
creation of a database with the names of more than , immigrants,
the team managed to posit some very important conclusions about the
development of England’s first regulatory framework on nationality,
immigration and naturalisation. Overall, in comparison with current
literature on the Continent, existing studies lead us to believe that
England attracted a lot more immigration than its continental counter-
parts, due to the number of suitable sources, as well as favourable pull-
and-push factors.

 J. L. Bolton, (ed.), The Alien Communities of London in the Fifteenth Century: The Subsidy Rolls of
 and – (Stamford, ); R. B. Dobson, ‘Aliens in the city of York during the fifteenth
century’, in J. Mitchell (ed.), England and the Continent in the Middle Ages, Studies in Memory of
Andrew Martindale, Harlaxton Medieval Studies VIII (Stamford, ), pp. –; P. Fleming,
‘Identity and belonging: Irish and Welsh in fifteenth-century Bristol’, in L. Clark (ed.), The
Fifteenth Century, Vol. VII: Conflicts, Consequences and the Crown in the Middle Ages (Woodbridge,
), pp. –; R. A. Griffiths, ‘The island of England in the fifteenth century: Perceptions of
the peoples of the British Isles’, Journal of Medieval History,  (), –; N. J. M. Kerling,
‘Aliens in the county of Norfolk, –’, Norfolk Archaeology,  (), –; D. Keene,
‘Metropolitan values: Migration, mobility and cultural norms, London –’, in L. Wright
(ed.), The Development of Standard English, –: Theories, Descriptions, Conflicts (Cambridge,
), pp. –; A. A. Ruddock, ‘Alien Hosting in Southampton in the fifteenth century’,
Economic History Review,  (), –; S. L. Thrupp, ‘Aliens in and around London in the
Fifteenth Century’, in A. E. J. Hollaender and W. Kellaway (eds), Studies in London History
Presented to Philip Edmund Jones (London, ), pp. –; S. L. Thrupp, ‘A survey of the alien
population of England in ’, Speculum,  (), –.

 The database is available online at www.englandsimmigrants.com and is based on alien subsidies
from the fifteenth century and on denization letters (the English embryo form of naturalisation
act). It contains the immigrants’ names, place of origin, gender, status, networks (family, house-
hold, community) and geographical dispersion. The project also resulted in two books, two Ph.D.
theses and numerous articles: McDonald, Ormrod and Tailor (eds), Resident Aliens; Ormrod,
Lambert and Mackman, Immigrant England –; J. Bartlett, ‘Looking at t’other: Robert
Thornton’s Yorkshire Oryent, c. –’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of York ();
C. Linsley, ‘Nation, England and the French in Thomas Walsingham’s Chronica Maiora
–’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of York (); B. Lambert and W. M.
Ormrod, ‘Friendly foreigners: International warfare, resident aliens and the early history of
denization in England, c.  – c. ’, English Historical Review,  (), –;
B. Lambert and W. M. Ormrod, ‘A matter of trust: The royal regulation of England’s French
residents during wartime, –’, Historical Research,  (), –.
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The migration of Flemish textile workers, which is at the core of this
book, still remains without a comprehensive study. It has been men-
tioned incidentally in works dealing with other aspects of English eco-
nomic and social history. The main debate surrounding this migration
has revolved around the question of whether such Flemish workers had
any influence on the development of the English cloth industry, which
grew exponentially from the mid fourteenth century onwards. From
very early on, historians have tried to pinpoint one specific reason as
the root cause for the success of English woollen manufacture and its
eventual ‘victory’ over the Flemish. Ultimately, the debate surrounding
the explanations for the rise of the English cloth trade have shifted
around four hypotheses:

) the regional shift of cloth manufacture. Several studies have suggested
that the advantages of a lack of guild regulation, the proximity of
wool-growers and cheaper labour influenced cloth-makers to move
from urban to rural areas, lowering production costs and thus making
cloths more competitive on the export market.

) the introduction of the fulling mill. The biggest proponent of this
hypothesis, Eleanora Carus-Wilson, claimed that the use of the fulling
mill provided a reduction in cloth-production costs, which was
overall reflected in the increased number of manufactured fabrics.

 Cunningham, Alien Immigrants, pp. –; M. McKisack, The Fourteenth Century, –
(Oxford, ), p. ; F. Consitt, The London Weavers’ Company (London, ), pp. –;
H. De Sagher, ‘L’Immigration des tisserands flamands et brabançons en Angleterre sous Edouard
III’, in W. Ashley and P. Berghmans (eds), Mélanges d’histoire offerts à Henri Pirenne par ces anciens
élèves et ses amis à l’occasion de sa quarantième année de l’enseignement à Université de Gand (Brussels,
), pp. –; H. Heaton, The Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted Industries from the Earliest Times
up to the Industrial Revolution, nd edn (Oxford, ), pp. –.

 As we will see in Chapter , English textile industries faced difficulties and a severe decline in
production at the end of the thirteenth and the first half of the fourteenth centuries, only to
experience growth from the s.

 E. Miller, ‘The fortunes of the English textile industry during the thirteenth century’, Essays in
Economic History Presented to Professor M. M. Postan, Economic History Review,  (), –.

 E. Carus-Wilson, ‘An industrial revolution of the thirteenth century’, Economic History Review, 
(), –. Her views were strenuously challenged by several scholars, Edward Milller and
Anthony Bridbury being amongst the most vocal: Miller, ‘The fortunes of the English textile
industry’, –; A. Bridbury, Medieval English Clothmaking: An Economic Survey (London, ),
pp. –. For a summary of different debates and some constructive criticism of the Carus-
Wilson thesis, see J. H. Munro, ‘Symbiosis of towns and textiles: Urban institutions and the
changing fortunes of cloth manufacturing in the Low Countries and England –’, Journal
of Early Modern History,  (), –, at –; J. H. Munro, ‘Industrial energy from water-mills
in the European economy, th to th centuries: The limitations of power’, in S. Cavaciocchi
(ed.), Economia e energia secc. XIII–XVIII. Atti della trentaquattresima settimana di studi a cura di
Simonetta Cavaciocchi (Florence, ), pp. –; J. Oldland, The English Woollen Industry,
c.  – c.  (Abingdon, ), pp. –, –.
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) royal intervention to tax wool exports in order to foster domestic
wool production.

) the immigration of Flemish textile workers and the importation of
their skills.

As the thesis of the fulling mill has been convincingly refuted, the
widely accepted factors responsible for the expansion of the industry after
 come down to a combination of government protectionist policies
(fiscal measures on wool) and the rise of the guilds, while the immigra-
tion of Flemings is accepted as a factor by some historians and not
favoured by others. One of the aims of this book is to provide a
convincing case about the impact of Flemish immigrants on the rise of
English urban cloth-making.

Already in , Thomas Fuller gave a very positive account of Flemish
immigration in hisChurch History of Britain. Believing that England had no
cloth production of any better quality than frieses (or friezes – a cheap type
of cloth) throughout the thirteenth century, the clergyman painted a vivid
picture of the newcomers’ arrival. ‘Happy the yeoman’s house’, he said,
‘into which one of these Dutchmen [sic] did enter, bringing industry and
wealth along with them.’ Scholars of the nineteenth and the first half of
the twentieth centuries followed his lead and credited the immigration of
Flemings with nothing less than the birth of English cloth manufacture.
While explaining that the origins of England’s wealth lay in its woollen
industry, the influential political economistWilliam Ashley saw the immi-
gration of Flemish weavers as the cause of the expansion, and the English
woollen industry’s consequent reorientation towards export. Backing
their claims with archival evidence, William Cunningham, Ephraim
Lipson and Louis Salzman, too, were struck by the close coincidence of
the arrival of Flemish textile workers and the boost of the new industries
that followed in the mid fourteenth century. They all considered
Edward III’s reign as a landmark for the success of the English woollen

 Higher customs duties and occasional bans on wool exports were occasionally imposed through-
out the fourteenth century, which gave the English cloth industry a cost advantage of – per
cent. Munro, ‘Symbiosis of town and textiles’, –.

 T. Fuller, The Church History of Britain: From the Birth of Jesus Christ until the Year M.DC.XLVIII,
 vols. (Oxford, ), vol. II, p. .

 W. Ashley, An Introduction to English Economic History and Theory, Part II: The End of the Middle
Ages, th edn (London, ), p. .

 W. Cunningham, ‘The commercial policy of Edward III’, Transactions of the Royal Historical
Society, New Series,  (), –; W. Cunningham, The Growth of English Industry and
Commerce during the Early and Middle Ages, th edn (Cambridge, ), pp. –; E. Lipson,
The Economic History of England, Part I: The Middle Ages, th edn (London, ), pp. –;
L. Salzman, English Industries of the Middle Ages: Being an Introduction to the Industrial History of
Medieval England (London, ), pp. –.
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industry and praised his programme for developing local manufacture and
fostering export, which included the invitation to Flemish weavers to set
up their trade in England as one of those measures. Across the Channel,
historians have been equally impressed by the effectiveness of Edward III’s
measures. ‘The English king gave them [the Flemings] asylum’, the emi-
nent Henri Pirenne wrote in his Histoire de Belgique, ‘and the counties of
Kent and Suffolk . . . became the cradle of an industry that would compete
with Flanders half a century later.’

The influence that the migration of workers from the Low Countries
may have had on the growth of the English textile industry was viewed
more sceptically by twentieth-century scholars. The first one to offer a
counter-argument to the early economic historians was H. L. Gray, when
he examined the location of the cloth industry in the second half of the
fourteenth century. Centres with the highest proportion of cloths pro-
duced were in the south-west, which was not a region where a Flemish
presence had been previously attested. This led him to conclude that ‘it
was difficult to believe that the foremost woollen producing district in the
country in  owed its prosperity to such an immigration’. Henry
Johnson was quick to point out that the invitation to the Flemish weavers
to England by Edward III had nothing to do with the promotion of a
native cloth industry, but was rather to coerce the Flemish into joining
him into an alliance, and a war with France. An authority on late
medieval Flemish drapery, Pirenne’s student Henri De Sagher devoted
an article to the subject in  and concluded that ‘traditional historiog-
raphy has attached an importance to immigration out of all proportion
with its real role’. ‘Nowhere in England’, he continued, ‘can we discern a
decisive influence on the future of the trade.’ In her  overview of
the fourteenth century,MayMcKisack considered the arrival of foreigners
as a symptom, rather than a primary cause, of expansion.Eleanora Carus-
Wilson adopted these views later in her career.

 The interventionist measures taken by Edward III in order to boost the local industries are
discussed in more detail in Chapter .

 H. Pirenne, Histoire de Belgique dès origines à nos jours, th edn,  vols. (Brussels, ), vol. IV,
p. .

 H. L. Gray, ‘The production and exportation of English woollens in the fourteenth century’,
Economic History Review, : (), –, at –.

 H. Johnson, The History of the Worshipful Company of the Drapers of London, vols. (Oxford, ),
vol. I, pp. –.

 De Sagher, ‘L’Immigration des tisserands flamands’, pp. , .
 McKisack, The Fourteenth Century, p. .
 E. Carus-Wilson, ‘Trends in the export of English woollens in the fourteenth century’, Economic

History Review, : (), . Her assessment in was somewhat neutral, as she admitted that
there was no comprehensive study of this migration, but in  Carus-Wilson even used
McKisack’s words for her conclusion. Carus-Wilson, ‘The woollen industry’, in E. Miller and
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Some of the local studies further amplified these views. Writing in
 on Yorkshire’s woollen and worsted industries, Herbert Heaton
stated that the Flemish presence in the county’s medieval cloth manufac-
ture was small and, its chronology not matching that of the development
of textile production, that its influence was negligible. Derek Keene
made similar observations, claiming that Flemish influence on the revival
of Winchester’s cloth industry from the s was minimal. These
interpretations found favour with several influential historians. In his
Medieval English Economy, Jim Bolton only reflected Heaton’s
conclusions. More importantly, even one of the greatest authorities
on the medieval textile industry, John Munro, was approving of Heaton
and Keene’s views. Looking at the matter in  from the perspective
of immigrants’ contributions to the English economy during the six-
teenth and early seventeenth centuries, Nigel Goose called the import-
ance of foreign immigration for the establishment of the English textile
industry in the fourteenth century wildly exaggerated and not to be
compared with that of the low price of wool and the general availability
of labour. Interestingly, all of them ignored the findings of a local study
on Colchester by Richard Britnell, who considered that the arrival of
Flemings was critical to the growth of broadcloth production.

Several historians have been a bit more cautious in their appraisal and
given somewhat neutral views. Frances Consitt provided a detailed
account of the Flemish presence in London, without problematizing
their contribution to cloth manufacture. Looking at government pol-
icies as attempts to attract foreign skills before the sixteenth century, Lien
Luu devoted several pages to Edward III’s invitation to Flemish weavers.
She acknowledged that the pull-and-push factors were favourable, and

S. Pollard (eds), Cambridge Economic History of Europe: Trade and Industry in the Middle Ages,  vols.
(Cambridge, ), vol. II, pp. –, at pp. –.

 Heaton, The Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted Industries, p. .
 D. Keene, Survey of Medieval Winchester,  vols. (Oxford, ), vol. I, pp. –.
 J. L. Bolton, The Medieval English Economy – (London, ), p. .
 J. H. Munro, ‘The “industrial crisis” of the English textile towns, –’, in M. Prestwich,

R. H. Britnell and R. Frame (eds), Thirteenth-Century England (Woodbridge, ), vol. VII,
pp. –, at pp. –; Munro, ‘Medieval woollens: The western European woollen indus-
tries’, vol. I, pp. –.

 N. Goose, ‘Immigrants and English economic development in the sixteenth and early seven-
teenth centuries’, in Goose and Luu (eds), Immigrants in Tudor and Early Stuart England,
pp. –, at pp. –.

 Britnell,Growth and Decline, p. . The aforementioned authors were also unable to consider John
Oldland’s Ph.D. thesis, which was defended slightly later than the last of these works was
published, but Oldland came to similar conclusions for London as Britnell for Colchester. J. R.
Oldland, ‘London Clothmaking, c.  – c. ’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Royal Holloway
and Bedford New College, University of London (), pp. –.

 Consitt, The London Weavers’ Company, pp. –.
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that there was growth in the cloth industry after the arrival of the
Flemish, but that the extent of their influence was still to be
investigated. In an essay published in , Jonathan Good was more
concerned with the relationship between Flemings and Brabanters than
with the existing debate. While interpreting the evidence about the
Yorkshire cloth industry, Edward Miller and John Hatcher attributed
rather more influence to Flemish and Brabantine textile workers than
Herbert Heaton did.

One of the main obstacles that has stood in the way of every attempt at
a critical assessment of the impact of Flemish immigration on the late
medieval English cloth industry is the complete absence of numbers to
fall back on. De Sagher estimated that during the entire fourteenth
century no more than  Flemish textile workers could have settled
in England. May McKisack admitted that Edward III’s policies
undoubtedly attracted a lot of textile workers from Flanders, but con-
cluded that their numbers or influence on the English cloth industry
were impossible to assess even approximately. Lawrence Poos came to
the same conclusions for rural areas in Essex in . Convincing
conclusions were never reached, as all of these works had different topics
as their primary focus. Moreover, none of the aforementioned studies
examined the immigration of Flemings in enough detail to make strong
hypotheses and widely confirm or dispute their influence. However,
some of them, aware of the situation on the other side of the English
Channel, gave hints of an open mind. Eleanora Carus-Wilson noticed
the contraction of the industry in Flanders in the mid fourteenth century
and confirmed that some of this was probably due to the unrest in the
county, which led to the emigration of numerous artisans to England.
But she concluded that it was impossible to assess the pace and scale of
this immigration. While concluding his observations on this
immigration, John Munro said that William Ashley was ‘correct to

 Luu, Immigrants and Industries, pp. –.
 J. Good, ‘The alien clothworkers of London, –’, in L. E. Mitchell, K. L. French and

D. L. Biggs (eds), The Ties That Bind: Essays in Medieval British History in Honor of Barbara Hanawalt
(Farnham, ), pp. –.

 J. Hatcher and E. Miller,Medieval England: Towns, Commerce and Crafts – (London, ),
pp. –. For a positive view of the influence of textile workers from the Low Countries in
York, see M. Sellers, ‘Textile industry’, in W. Page (ed.), The Victoria History of the Counties of
England: A History of the County of York (London, ), vol. III, pp. –, and ‘Social and
economic history’, in ibid., vol. III, pp. –.

 De Sagher, ‘L’Immigration des tisserands flamands’, p. .
 McKisack, The Fourteenth Century, p. .
 L. R. Poos, A Rural Society after the Black Death: Essex – (Cambridge, ), p. .
 Carus-Wilson, ‘The woollen industry’, p. .
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observe that the Flemish civil wars, and their brutal terminations, of
– and –, did result in banishment, exile or flight of many
artisans’, and asked, ‘but to what effect?’ This book will attempt to give
an answer to this question, as the main focus will be on those who were
banished and on those who left voluntarily after these revolts and settled
in England. I will show that the combination of local, royal and contin-
ental records can unearth a lot more evidence of a significant presence of
textile workers from the Low Countries than any of these studies has
suggested.

The general economic trends in fourteenth-century England and its
towns in particular were also indirectly favourable to immigrants. During
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, English society had become very
market-oriented, with significant levels of market output and commer-
cial activity. By , new towns had been founded and existing
centres expanded to form an urban system that would remain intact up
until the sixteenth century, even with the occasional outbreaks of plague
from  onwards. This urban network stretched from London as the
capital, with around , inhabitants, through to provincial centres like
Norwich, York and Bristol credited with more than , inhabitants
each, down to numerous market towns like Colchester, Great Yarmouth
or Lynn with ,–, inhabitants each. Although it is estimated
that throughout the fourteenth century towns formed less than  per
cent of the English population, their demand for food and raw materials
represented a wide range of marketing opportunities for country-
dwellers as well. Most trade was local, or between an urban area and
its hinterlands, but some towns were places where long-distance trade
was more likely to develop. Indeed, as Bruce Campbell pointed out:
‘long-distance trade may have been the smallest and riskiest branch of
medieval commerce, far eclipsed in volume and value by local exchange
of staple commodities: its economic multiplier effects were dispropor-
tionally great as were the profits reaped by those successful engaging in
it’. England’s overseas trade principally consisted of exports of wool,

 Munro, ‘The “industrial crisis”’, p. .
 R. H. Britnell, The Commercialisation of English Society –, nd edn (Cambridge, ),

pp. –.
 R. B. Dobson, ‘The General Survey –’, in D. M. Palliser (ed.), The Cambridge Urban

History of Britain (Cambridge, ), p. .
 R. H. Britnell, ‘The towns of England and northern Italy in the early fourteenth century’,

Economic History Review,  (), –, at .
 B. Campbell, The Great Transition: Climate, Disease and Society in the Late Medieval World

(Cambridge, ), p. .
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cloth, lead, tin and pewter, in return for imports of raw materials,
foodstuffs and manufactured goods. The most important markets were
Flanders and the Low Countries, but there were other major trading
links with the Baltic, France, Spain, Portugal and the Mediterranean.

These established commercial networks only facilitated the movement of
people and were the precursor for some of them to choose to stay on a
more permanent basis.
Conversely, the Low Countries had become the most densely popu-

lated and one of the most urbanised societies in Europe already in the
twelfth century. Because of their wealth, built on trade and cloth manu-
facture, the cities of Arras, Douai, Ghent, Bruges, Ypres, Lille and,
increasingly important by the later fifteenth century, Brussels and
Antwerp enjoyed a degree of political independence that almost matched
that of Italian city-states. Also in terms of demography, the cities of the
Low Countries were close to the Italian city-states. Ghent’s population
was estimated at ,, Bruges around , and Ypres around ,,
and seven other cities had around , inhabitants. Paris, for com-
parison, is estimated to have had between , and , inhabit-
ants, while Florence, Venice and Milan had at least , each. Also,
the overall level of urbanisation was higher than in England and quite
elevated for the late medieval period. It is estimated that  per cent of
the total population of fifteenth-century Flanders lived in cities. Such a
degree of development was achieved to a large extent because of the
concentration of wealth based on the production and exportation of
textiles. However, we will see in Chapter  how the fortunes of the cloth
industry in Flanders depended heavily on the political situation in
England.
The devastating effects of the Black Death and the drop in population

in the second half of the fourteenth century did not have any major
consequences for established trading links with the Continent, but they
did for the organisation of manufacturing industries. While the size of
the English population was halved, the productivity of labour and
average standards of living rose. For many manufacturers, demand per

 Bolton, The Medieval English Economy, pp. –; R. H. Britnell, Britain and Ireland –:
Economy and Society (Oxford, ), pp. –.

 M. Boone, ‘Gouverner les villes flamandes au Moyen Âge: Aspects politiques, idéologiques et
financiers’, in B. Arizaga Bolumburu and J. A. Solorzano Telechea (eds), La gobernanza de la ciudad
Europea en la edad media (Logrono, ), pp. –; A. Brown and J. Dumolyn (eds), Medieval
Bruges, c. – (Cambridge, ).

 Campbell, The Great Transition, pp. –.
 M. Boone and W. Prevenier, ‘Les villes des Pays-Bas méridionaux au bas Moyen Âge: Identité

urbaine et solidarité corporative’, Bulletin du crédit communal,  (), –, at .
 Campbell, The Great Transition, p. .
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head of population increased. Despite attempts to hold down wages,
workers themselves enjoyed high real wages, as lower food prices
enhanced their purchasing power. These conditions were beneficial
for urban textile industries as well, and gains in living standards after the
Black Death enabled more consumers to purchase more cloth of better
quality. Higher domestic demand enhanced the ability of urban textile
manufacturers to become more competitive on international markets as
well. The shortage of workers caused by the Black Death reduced any
strict control of newly arrived immigrants by the civic authorities. The
rise of those who obtained the status of citizen was most visible in the
mid fourteenth century. For example, the registers of new freemen in the
city of York show that, apart from those immigrants who came from
Yorkshire and elsewhere in the British Isles, there was a steady inflow
from the Continent during the years of the outbreak of plague.

Resident aliens in England were nothing new in the late thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries: numerous merchants, members of the clergy
and craftsmen from overseas chose to settle on a permanent basis. In
urban environments, therefore, cultural exchange, assimilation and iden-
tity come to mind as prominent features. Another problem that most
aliens in England might face was their legal status, which in practice was
never straightforward. A clear distinction between those who were
subjects of the king (indigene regni) and those born overseas (de natis ultra
mare) had been made by . This was created for the purposes of
classifying numerous children born to English parents overseas, an
increasingly prominent occurrence during the Hundred Years War.
Those who fulfilled the conditions were issued grants at royal
discretion. Similar types of protection had been granted earlier to
foreign merchants or important individuals, so that they could enjoy
fiscal privileges related to customs within the realm as if they were native

 Britnell, The Commercialisation, p. .
 C. Dyer, An Age of Transition? Economy and Society in England in the Later Middle Ages (Oxford,

), p. .
 J. Hatcher, Plague, Population and the English Economy, – (London, ), pp. –;

D. Woodward, ‘Wage rates and living standards in pre-industrial England’, Past and Present, 
(), –. Recent debates are summarised in J. Hatcher, ‘Unreal wages: Long-run living
standards and the “Golden Age” of the Fifteenth Century’, in B. Dodds and C. D. Liddy (eds),
Commercial Activity, Markets and Entrepreneurs in the Middle Ages: Essays in Honour of Richard Britnell
(Woodbridge, ), pp. –, and C. Dyer, ‘A golden age rediscovered: Labourers’ wages in the
fifteenth century’, in M. Allen and D. Coffman (eds), Prices, Money and Wages (London, ),
pp. –.

 E. Miller, ‘Medieval York’, in P. M. Tillott (ed.), The Victoria History of the Counties of England:
A History of the County of York: The City of York (London, ), p. .

 A. Ruddick, English Identity and Political Culture in the Fourteenth Century (Cambridge, ),
p. .
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(tamquam indigena). They became an almost routine element of the
chancery’s business in the course of the fourteenth century and were
offered without discrimination to a wide range of national groups,
including the French, Iberians, Italians, Germans and people from the
Low Countries. Over time, these letters of protection, issued in the
form of letters patent, would extend their competence and, by the end of
the fourteenth century, become accessible to alien craftsmen resident in
England as well. They would become known as letters of denization, an
embryonic form of the naturalisation that we know today.
Although letters of protection gave aliens a certain status of security for

continued residence, some of them were still vulnerable during wartime
measures. French residents and those under the suzerainty of the French
king, such as Flemings and Bretons, were first in line. In , their
goods were confiscated, while in  the parliament of Richard II
petitioned for the expulsion of all subjects of the French king from
English soil. In peacetime, aliens were generally acceptable, but in
wartime they would soon become the subject of suspicion. As Andrea
Ruddick puts it: ‘Although there was no official, all-encompassing “anti-
alien” policy during the reigns of Edward I, II and III, the concept of
being an “alien” was nonetheless a politically significant identity.’ We
will also see throughout this book that despite the more pragmatic crown
policies towards resident aliens, local craftsmen, in particular, did their
best to mobilise their guilds to limit aliens’ options to expand their trade.
This book, then, is an addition to the migration, social and economic

history of England and Europe, focusing on the fortunes of the commu-
nity of textile workers from the Low Countries that settled in various
English towns during the second half of the fourteenth century. By
combining both the archival material from continental Europe and
England the main purpose of this study will be to shed new light on
the economic contribution of Flemish immigrants in England. It will be
an attempt to answer the following research questions: What was the
profile of the Flemish immigrants, and how numerous were they? How
did Flemish weavers transfer their skills to the English? What was the
process of that transfer? Did political, economic and social events on the
local level have any influence on the diffusion of skills? Where did
resistance come from among guild organisations, entrepreneurs and the
like? Did the immigrants’ influence transcend the economic transfer of
skills, and what might have been the impact on the cultural level, such as
donations to local churches, and the funding of or integration into

 Lambert and Ormrod, ‘Friendly foreigners’, –.
 Lambert and Ormrod, ‘A matter of trust’, .  Ruddick, English Identity, p. .
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existing religious confraternities, hospitals and other charitable institu-
tions? Indeed, this study will show that the number of immigrants was far
higher than previously thought, and that they were better placed in terms
of capital and skills than their English counterparts.

  

In order to fully understand the reasons behind Flemish immigration to
England, we must bear in mind that before he or she becomes an
immigrant, the migrant is always first an emigrant, and therefore it is
imperative that our study should start not with the concerns of the
receiving society, but with the sending communities. Exploring the
history and structure of the sending country will allow us to find out
what the determinants for departure were, and thus reconstitute the
whole trajectory of the individuals and groups under examination. It
is only then that we can pass on to different empirical and theoretical
questions surrounding the political, social and economic impact on the
host society of the group under examination.

This approach will be applied in order to reconstruct the conditions
that first led immigrants from the Low Countries to emigrate to England
and then how they settled, integrated and contributed to the English
economy. Thus, a particular feature of this study is the integration of
English and continental sources, and it relies heavily on prosopographical
methodology. The main purpose is to identify and quantify the immi-
grants from the Low Countries in England, while examining qualita-
tively their experiences. The study focuses mostly on London,
Colchester and Great Yarmouth, localities which were not chosen at
random, but because of the incredibly high survival rate of their local
records. More precisely, their judicial records, and borough court rolls in
particular, form the cornerstone of this book. When and wherever
possible, the extant relevant material from other English towns has been
used, in order to reinforce the argument. Thus, a variety of the extant
material allowed a more detailed analysis for the cities of Lincoln, Boston,
York, Winchester, Bristol, Lynn and Norwich. The manorial courts of
Clare, Hadleigh and Sudbury were included to illuminate Colchester’s
hinterlands. All of the findings in the English sources were constantly
compared with the archival material held in Belgium and France.

 P. Bourdieu and L. Wacquant, ‘The organic ethnologist of Algerian migration’, Ethnography, 
(), –, at .

 Sayad, L’Immigration, p. .
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One of the remarkable things about the judicial records of medieval
England is that they contain not just a few surviving excerpts, but
thousands of cases spread across both local and central courts. Although
the procedures and aims of manorial, borough or royal courts differed
widely, they all recorded the names of the people involved and the
nature of the cases or fines. Both civil pleas and felonies (criminal matters)
included a number of immigrants from the Low Countries, who appear
alongside English-born individuals or other aliens. They feature in a
variety of cases and roles: as the perpetrators or victims of crime, as the
sufferers of acts of misfortune (mainly accidental deaths), as the aiders and
abettors of criminals, as pledges or debtors, or as witnesses, or the finders
of bodies. Such records have already been used by scholars to analyse the
histories of localised patterns of crime, the level of violence, the credit
relationships of various communities, and attitudes towards law enforce-
ment. However, in the context of the presence of aliens, they have
received little attention. The data from these sources can facilitate the
collection of immigrants’ names and estimates of their number, show
patterns of alien residency, and provide information about their legal
status and profession, as well as the presence of women.
As the most extensive and valuable sources that allow us to establish

the long-term settlement of immigrants from the Low Countries and
conduct an analytical study of their lives thereafter, the borough court
records of Colchester and Great Yarmouth deserve to be described in
more detail first. The key judicial institution of these two medium-sized
towns in eastern England functioned in a very similar way in both places.
To maintain law and order, the bailiffs of Colchester had two judicial
bodies of the borough court at their disposal: the court of pleas, and the
hundred court. The court of pleas dealt with private litigation concern-
ing debt, detention of chattels, breach of contract and trespass, that is,
cases of violation of private property and physical aggression that fell
short of felony. Minor crimes, including night wandering and the carry-
ing of weapons, and all kinds of police work, such as fines for prostitu-
tion, and making and selling ale and bread against the assize, were

 For example, A. Musson and W. M. Ormrod, The Evolution of English Justice (London, );
P. Maddern, Violence and Social Order: East Anglia – (Oxford, ); B. Hanawalt, Crime
and Conflict in English Communities – (Cambridge, Mass., ); J. Davis,Medieval Market
Morality: Life, Law and Ethics in the English Market Place (Cambridge ); C. Briggs, Credit and
Village Society in the Fourteenth Century (Oxford, ).

 A study on alien presence in late medieval Lincolnshire used gaol deliveries and coroners’ rolls as
the principal sources. A. Kissane and J. Mackman, ‘Aliens and the law in late medieval
Lincolnshire’, in McDonald, Ormrod and Tailor (eds), Resident Aliens, pp. –.
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brought to the hundred court. In Great Yarmouth, the borough court
was organised in almost the same manner; it was just that its instances (i.e.
competent judicial bodies) bore different names from those at
Colchester. The exact equivalent for Great Yarmouth of the court of
pleas in Colchester was the so-called court of petty and great pleas (querele
and placita in Latin), while the equivalent of the hundred court was the
court leet. The important thing that distinguishes Great Yarmouth’s
borough court rolls from Colchester’s is the presence of the particulars of
the customs accounts. Indeed, imports and exports from this port town
were kept by the local authorities, who probably copied what was
enrolled for the royal administration. As the latter customs accounts do
not survive at all for the period of this study, the local records in Great
Yarmouth represent an invaluable source for medieval England as a
whole.

In terms of timespan, the main focus of this study runs from after the
exile of numerous textile workers from Flanders in  until ,
when members of the Flemish community were massacred in a number
of places in England during the Peasants’ Revolt. For this thirty-year
period the number of surviving rolls in Colchester and Great Yarmouth
is quite voluminous. As can be seen in Table ., for Colchester there are
thirteen surviving rolls, each containing eight to fifty-seven membranes.
Great Yarmouth borough court was even more voluminous, as its
survival rate amounts to twenty-three rolls containing on average twenty
membranes for the thirty-year period (–). Court records are
extant to a similar extent for both towns for the years leading up to
 and following on from , and were also used to examine
patterns of immigrant presence. The standard membrane, be it for the
court of pleas in Colchester or for the court of petty and great pleas in
Great Yarmouth, contained entries with the names of the plaintiffs, the
type of plea that was brought before the court, the names of the
defendants and the names of those acting as pledges for the prosecution.
Additional information might be included, such as the names of attor-
neys, the amount of debt, the damages claimed by the plaintiff and the
background of the plea, as well as any legal tools to force the defendant to
appear in court, such as distraint. One membrane (recto–verso) typic-
ally contains at least forty cases. The membranes of the leet-court usually

 For more details on the work of the borough court, see R. H. Britnell, ‘Colchester courts and
court records, –’, Essex Archaeology and History,  (), –.

 For an extensively detailed description of the borough court records of Great Yarmouth, see
J. D. Rodziewicz, ‘Order and society: Great Yarmouth –’, unpublished Ph.D. thesis,
University of East Anglia ().

 Ibid., pp. –.
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contain the names of the capital pledges, who were actually those who
pronounced the fines to the residents of Great Yarmouth. Below them
are the names of those residents who were supposed to attend the leet
session but had not shown up. Fines follow for misdemeanours such as
breaking the assize of bread and ale, night wandering, physical aggression
and forestalling. The court rolls for Colchester were partially tran-
scribed and translated by Herbert Isaac Jeayes, and later corrected and
published by a former mayor of Colchester, William Gurney Benham, in
four volumes. However, some information from the manuscripts was
omitted, and in this case they can only serve as calendars. Therefore,
where Jeayes’s translations correspond to the manuscript, I have referred
to his editions, while in cases where I refer to the manuscript from the
Essex Record Office (ERO), it means that both Jeayes and Benham
omitted valuable information for this study. In the case of Great
Yarmouth, there is neither a calendar with transcriptions nor translations.
In order to obtain information for London similar to that in the

borough courts of Colchester and Great Yarmouth, we must turn to a

Table . Number of surviving court rolls: Colchester –

Court roll Year/term Number of membranes

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

Source: ERO, D/B , CR –

 Physical aggression in Great Yarmouth was usually entered as ‘hamsoken’, which meant that the
attack happened in the house of the victim. ‘Forestalling’ was intercepting goods on their way to
market, or just trading before the market opened. See Britnell, Growth and Decline, pp. –.

 The Court Rolls of the Borough of Colchester, ed. W. G. Benham and H. I. Jeayes,  vols.
(Colchester, –). Each edition covers different periods of the fourteenth century: vol.
I (–), vol. II (–), vol. III (–) and vol. IV (–).
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combination of extant judicial records for the second half of the four-
teenth century. Given the size of the city, London’s legal institutions
were divided into three courts that dealt with different problems related
to property, wills, civil litigation and minor infractions: the court of
husting, the mayor’s court and the sheriff’s court. Of these three courts,
only the court of husting survives for the period of this study. However,
its plea rolls mostly handled cases related to land and property, and very
few of them involved immigrants from the Low Countries. The sheriff’s
and mayor’s courts dealt with personal actions, such as debt, trespass or
covenant, and are therefore very similar to the borough courts of
Colchester and Great Yarmouth. Unfortunately, they only contain sev-
eral rolls that cover a few years between the late thirteenth century and
early fourteenth century. Nevertheless, later legal proceedings

Table . Number of surviving court rolls: Great Yarmouth –

Court roll Year/term Number of membranes

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

CR  – 

Source: NRO Y/C/–

 Only part of a  roll for the sheriff’s court survives, while there are nine rolls of the mayor’s
court containing pleas for the period between  and . It should be mentioned that a
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recorded in the mayor’s court have been in part preserved in the so-
called plea and memoranda rolls. These documents run from  until
 and are entirely translated in six volumes. Penny Tucker con-
sidered that only a small part (maybe one-third) of pleadings from the
mayor’s court were compiled in the plea and memoranda rolls.

However, despite the limited number of copied entries, numerous cases
relating to the Flemish community that settled in London may be found
there. Another valuable source from London that was used for this study
was the so-called Letter Books of London. These run chronologically
from  until  and are kept in seven different books named in
alphabetical order from letter A to letter L. More economic in char-
acter, Letter Books in a way complemented the information recorded in
the plea and memoranda rolls. They contained such information as writs
and returns, political occurrences, the proceedings of assemblies, the
ordinances of crafts, and the assessments and appointments of civic
officers. Significant quantities of material related to the guild of Flemish
weavers in London and some of their economic activities during the
second half of the fourteenth century are kept in Letter Books G and H.
In the absence of complete sets of local records, other judicial docu-

ments have been used to complement this study. These include those of
the higher jurisdiction courts kept at the National Archives (TNA) in
Kew, the King’s Bench, the Court of Common Pleas, coroner’s rolls and
gaol deliveries. The evidence from these central courts was particularly
useful in the case of Lincolnshire, where no local record of the same
value survives. The Court of Common Pleas includes mostly civil actions
to recover property or debt, and it excludes felony. The jurisdiction of
the King’s Bench was divided into two parts: the ‘crown’ side, which
served as a forum for all kinds of criminal case throughout the kingdom,
and the ‘plea’ side, which dealt with actions of trespass and appeal for
felony, or served to correct errors by other courts. Both of these
records run uninterrupted for the period of the study and are quite
voluminous. The plea rolls of the Court of Common Pleas contain
between , and , membranes a year, whereas those of the

number of original bills relating to cases from the mayor’s court survives in the London
Metropolitan Archives and runs from the s up to . LMA, CLA///–.

 Calendar of the Plea and Memoranda Rolls Preserved among the Archives of the Corporation of the City of
London at the Guildhall, A. H. Thomas and Philip E. Jones (eds),  vols. (Cambridge, –).

 P. Tucker, Law Courts and Lawyers in the City of London, – (Cambridge, ), pp. –;
Henry Riley Thomas considered that these cases from the mayor’s court were recorded in the
plea and memoranda rolls as some sort of precedent. CPMR, vol. I, pp. vii–vii.

 Calendar of Letter-Books of the City of London: A–L, ed. R. R. Sharpe (London, ).
 TNA, CP ; KB ; KB ; KB ; JUST ; JUST .
 J. H. Baker, An Introduction to English Legal History, rd edn (London, ), pp. –.
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King’s Bench could fill up to several hundred. Given their size and the
time constraints, I had to make some delimitations. I was able to go
through the entirety of the King’s Bench rolls for the years –,
while for the Court of Common Pleas, I sampled twenty terms across the
period as representative material to show the patterns of immigrants’
activity. Civil pleas in these records that involved Flemings were particu-
larly useful for determining their business connections and trade patterns
with both natives and other immigrants.

Information about such serious crimes as homicide, rape, grand theft,
abduction or adultery can be found in the coroner’s rolls and gaol
deliveries. The former served as the court of first instance, where homi-
cides and accidental deaths were recorded. Suspect felons were usually
held in prison, or on bail, in their counties while waiting for officials
from the central courts for trial. The justices acting as commissioners of
gaol delivery were sent two or more times a year on circuit to hear and
determine the cases of the accused held in county prisons. Apart from
the names of victims and perpetrators, the coroner and the justices of gaol
deliveries often recorded their residences, occupations and origin, and
details about the stolen goods, as well as the names of those who had (in
cases of alleged murder) found the body, or potential witnesses. These
records, together with the borough court rolls and other judicial sources
of the crown, were used mostly to determine the social context of
Flemish migration to England.

Although the details from the pleas in local and central courts are
invaluable in reconstructing the interactions between various social
groups, they inevitably contain some problems that need to be addressed.
There are numerous gaps in the available records, and one must combine
numerous sources in order to trace the immigrants from the Low
Countries. Unfortunately, the borough court of Great Yarmouth is the
only local source for which the records survive in an unbroken series.
Amongst the central courts, this is the case for the Common Pleas and to
some extent the King’s Bench. While the unbroken series of records is
helpful in rendering more convincing the immigrants’ diffusion through-
out different regions, as well as some details of their lives (occupations,
wealth, gender and social networks), these do not outweigh other imper-
fections. First, the total number of immigrants is probably under-
recorded, as those who appear in judicial records are usually noted
because they were involved in some sort of legal infraction. The vast
majority, like the native population, would never have become

 Maddern, Violence and Social Order, pp. –; Hanawalt, Crime and Conflict, pp. –.
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embroiled with the law in any way. The immigrants’ ‘nationality’ is not
systematically recorded, so we have to rely on our ability to recognise
them by their foreign forenames and surnames, which will be discussed
in more detail below. The same goes for their occupations; that some-
times must be determined indirectly, or in combination with other
sources where Flemings appeared. Moreover, the vast majority of pleas
for debt, breach of covenant or detinue only very occasionally provide
more details and mention the types of goods and the amounts of money
concerned. As such they permit only a qualitative study of the economic
context.
More direct sources for the immigrants’ involvement in the English

economy lie in the particulars of the customs and alnage accounts kept at
the National Archives. The alnager was the royal official appointed to
certify the size of the cloth (for the sake of the buyer) that was to be
exported. In order to put a seal on the cloth before it was shipped from
England, the alnager imposed a subsidy of d per cloth, and wrote down
how many cloths were sold, where they were made and by whom. We
will see later that most Flemish immigrants were involved either in the
production of or trade in cloth; the particulars of customs and alnage
accounts allow us to quantify the immigrants’ importance for the growth
of the English economy.
All of the findings in the English sources were constantly compared

with the archival material held in Belgium and France. The most
important documents were those held in the State Archives of Belgium
in Brussels and the ones in the archives départementales du Nord in
Lille. These consisted of various charters, preserved in the comital cham-
ber of the accounts, that recorded numerous sentences and orders pro-
nounced by the count. They range from  to  and are kept under
the first series (e reeks) collection in Brussels and under Série B in
Lille. For both collections of charters, there are fairly good inventories
(i.e. finding aids or indexes). From the second half of the fourteenth
century, some charters were actually the sentences of the banishment of
rebels outside of the county, as will be discussed in Chapter . These are
our main interest, as most of them contained nominatim lists of people

 They are both kept under the records of the exchequer, customs accounts under the collection
E  – Particulars of the Customs Accounts, alnage accounts under the collection E  –
Accounts Various.

 RAG, Oorkonden van Vlaanderen, e reeks; ADN, B, Série , , , , .
 For charters in the General Archives of the Realm in Brussels, see D. De Stobbeleir, Inventaire

provisoire des Chartes de Flandre ère série, IXe–XVIIe siècles (Brussels, ); for Lille, see Alexandre
Desplanque, Inventaire sommaire des archives départementales antérieurs à , Nord, Archives civiles,
Série B, Chambre des Comptes de Lille n�  à , vol. II (Lille, ).
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who were supposed to leave the county of Flanders for a certain period
of time. Here we should clarify that these sources contain both the names
of individual felons who were sent into exile as a form of punishment and
those who were banished collectively for political reasons. The focus will
be on the latter, who were exiled for their involvement in different
revolts throughout the fourteenth century.

Apart from the aforementioned collections, various edited cartularies
from this period that contain similar information were used as well. In
the first instance, Flemish names from English sources after  were
compared with the names from the lists. Once I had found names that are
a perfect match, which means only those with the same name and
occupation in both the English and Flemish sources, other sources in
Flanders were investigated for the period before the banishment in order
to find out more about the profile of the newcomers in England. These
include the city accounts of Ghent and Bruges for the period –,
where information about the political and economic profile of the
immigrants before banishment can indirectly be found. Those for
Ghent were transcribed and edited for the period of the study, while
those for Bruges were used in manuscript form. More direct infor-
mation about the economic activities of exiled Flemish textile workers
before banishment was also found in the incredible collection of docu-
ments related to the history of Flemish drapery compiled by Espinas and
Pirenne. Some other sources, such as testamentary evidence in
London, or local courts of Ghent (Keure and Gedele), were also used;
however, their description fits better in Chapters  and . The afore-
mentioned continental sources provided useful information for address-
ing and analysing the overall living conditions of immigrants before their
departure, most notably in terms of craft skills, networks and wealth.

Because of the source material that allows us to examine the experi-
ences of immigrants prior to their exile, and because they were the most
numerous immigrant group in fourteenth-century England, the book
will inevitably focus more on the Flemish community. However, the
presence of Brabantine immigrants will also be examined. They are

 Cartulaire de Louis de Male, Comte de Flandre. Decreten van den Grave Lodewyck van Vlaenderen, 
à , ed. T. de Limburg-Stirum,  vols. (Bruges, ); Cartulaire historique et généalogique des
Artevelde, ed. N. De Pauw (Brussels, ).

 De Rekeningen der Stad Gent: Tijdvak van Jacob Van Artevelde –, ed. N. De Pauw and
J. Vuylsteke,  vols. (Ghent, –); Gentsche Stads- en Baljuwsrekeningen van Gent –,
ed. A. van Werveke and H. van Werveke (Brussels, ).

 Recueil des documents relatifs à l’histoire de l’industrie drapière en Flandre, ed. G. Espinas and
H. Pirenne,  vols. (Brussels, ). The first three parts of volume I cover the period of the
study (vols. I,i–I,iii).
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frequently found grouped together with Flemish immigrants, and in this
context it would be difficult to treat them completely separately. As we
will see, the conditions in Brabantine textile towns were heavily influ-
enced by the social, economic and political developments in the county
of Flanders in the fourteenth century. These were also the main driving
forces for the textile workers from Brussels, Louvain or Malines to
emigrate to England. Moreover, once they arrived in English towns,
they stuck together with their Flemish counterparts, especially in settle-
ments outside London, where rivalry about preserving skills and know-
how was less important.
The terminology of migration that will be used across the book also

deserves to be explained. The term ‘immigration’, or ‘immigrant’ in its
modern use, refers to someone or a group of people who have moved for
a longer-term period or permanently from one place to another across
political borders. In the same way, it will be applied here to the immi-
grants from the Low Countries, both to those who left voluntarily and to
those who were exiled for political reasons. We will see over the
following chapters that some of those exiled were actually allowed to
return to Flanders, but then, after some time, went back again to
England. Indeed, permanent migration such as exile might unintention-
ally end with return, when hostile and life-threatening regimes have
been loosened up or terminated, or when the conditions in the host
society have become unsatisfactory. Similarly, the same set of social
conditions in the sending country (i.e. social upheaval, economic decline,
natural disasters) that could have generated a particular form of emigra-
tion might happen in a more localised environment and push the exiles
or migrants to change their location in the host country. As we will see
throughout this book, there are cases of both Flemish and Brabantine
exiles who would return to Flanders and Brabant for several years and
sometimes even emigrate back to England. Thus, they became immi-
grants who would leave their country on a voluntary basis. These
varieties of mobility and settlement make it rather difficult to
bracket all immigrants from the Low Countries under a single term.
The book will also focus more on what in modern terms would be

called first-generation immigrants. This is because the source material
rarely allows us to determine for sure what happened to the children who
came with their parents from the Low Countries. The problems might
range from the recording of their surnames – on several occasions these
would change completely, or they would adopt an occupational

 Sayad, L’Immigration, p. .
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surname – to complete integration and blending in with local popula-
tion, making it impossible for them to be recognised in the sources.
Continual comings and goings between the ports of England and the
Low Countries might have also played a role, in that many of them
would probably be tempted to move locations when presented with
better opportunities.

One question still remains. How can one recognise whether a person
recorded in the English sources was Flemish, in order to compare them
with the lists of exiles? There are five different ways of identifying
immigrants from the Low Countries in the English sources. In some
cases, such as those of Walter le Baker and John Barat, the Colchester
town clerks unambiguously added that the litigant was Flemish. In
other cases, the plaintiff or the defendant was given the family name
‘Flemyng’ or ‘Braban(er)’. A third group consisted of those whose
surnames referred to a place within the Low Countries, such as Everard
van Deste, or Diest, or Heyne van Cortrike, better known as Courtrai.

A fourth category, including John van Loo, John van Neke and John van
Wynd, had family names preceded by the typically Middle Dutch prefix
‘van’. Finally, some litigants, such as Clays Seger, Copin Stuk or
Lieven Cornelis, went by forenames characteristic of the fourteenth-
century Low Countries. Probably the most interesting variation of
recording is the Flemish forename Copin. It is actually a Flemish diminu-
tive of Jacob. For example, Copin Seland, a hosteller and eventually a
citizen of London, appears first with the forename Copin in  as the
owner of a tenement in St Swithin’s Lane. In  the scribe records
that Jacob Seland alnaged sixty-eight pieces of cloths for export, but he
reappears in a petition under the name of James, when he begs leave to
stop paying the maintenance of some merchants who had been his
former guests but were imprisoned in London by the city authorities.127

In the latter case, the scribes probably heard the Latin version of Jacob

 ERO, D/B , CR , m.  and CR , m. , calendared in Benham, Court Rolls, vol. II,
pp. , .

 ERO, D/B , CR , mm. , , calendared in Benham, Court Rolls, vol. II, pp. , .
 ERO, D/B , CR , m. , calendared in Benham, Court Rolls, vol. II, p. .
 ERO, D/B , CR , m. , calendared in Benham, Court Rolls, vol. II, p. .
 F. Debrabandere, Verklarend Woordenboek van de Familienamen in België en Noord-Frankrijk,  vols.

(Brussels, ), vol. I, pp. , , vol. II, p. ; M. Boone and I. Schoups, ‘Jan, Johan en
alleman: Voornaamgeving bij de Gentse ambachtslieden (de–de eeuw), symptoom van een
groepsbewustzijn?’, in J. De Zutter, L. Charles and A. Capiteyn (eds), Qui valet ingenio: Liber
amicorum Johan Decavele (Ghent, ), pp. –; G. Dupont, ‘Van Copkin, over Coppin naar
Jacob: De relatie tussen de voornaamsvorm en de leeftijd van de naamdrager in het
Middelnederlands op basis van administratieve bronnen voor het grafschap Vlaanderen, einde
de – midden de eeuw’, Naamkunde,  (), –.

 Letter Book G, p. .  TNA, E //, m. ; CCR, –, p. .
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and directly transformed it to James in the source. From Richard II’s
reign, the word ‘Dutchman’ (Ducheman) or ‘Dutchwoman’ started being
used interchangeably with Flemyng or Braban by English scribes. As far
as women are concerned, in some cases their surnames are transformed
into ‘Frowe’, probably from the Dutch word for woman, Vrouw. This is
evident in fourteenth-century Southwark. However, the scribes on
the other side of London Bridge were not completely unfamiliar with the
form. On  July , Katherine van Ordingham was committed to
prison for assaulting the constable and beadle of Dowgate Ward, and
three weeks later, when it was confirmed that she would stay at Newgate
Prison, her surname is entered as ‘Frowe’. The names of Flemish
immigrants in the present work were used as I found them in the
English sources and as they were recorded by the English scribes. Thus,
Lambert Funderlynde has not been corrected to Lambrecht van der
Lynden, for example. Surnames that suggest a place-name origin, such
as Lamkyn van Durdraght, or Margaret van Outraght, which are obvi-
ously the towns of Dordrecht and Utrecht, have also not been corrected.
Note also that when I have used the word ‘Flemings’, I see it mostly as a
term for those people coming from Flanders. In parts, where appropriate
and possible, the terms Zeelander, Brabanter or Hollander have been
attributed accordingly. When people’s origins are unknown, but their
names are obviously Dutch, the term ‘immigrants from the Low
Countries’ is used to define all of them.
In the first chapter we will deal with the economic situation in

England and that in Flanders prior to the Black Death and show how
their relationship created the pull-and-push factors for this migration to
happen. Moreover, I will present the turbulent political and social
situation in the county of Flanders from the end of the thirteenth century
until the s, and explain what led to the revolts and the exile of
Flemish textile workers to England. The main focus will be on the legal
tools used by the comital authorities for mass expulsions of people. The
second chapter will present the numbers of exiled immigrants in: London
and some of its suburbs; Colchester and its hinterlands in Essex and
Suffolk; and Great Yarmouth, Norwich and Lynn in Norfolk; as well
as in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, the South-West and the Midlands. Apart
from their numbers, this chapter examines the immigrants’ occupations,
gender, the places where they settled within urban areas and, to some
extent, their profile before exile. Chapter  takes a wider look into the
social relationships and business networks of the immigrant community

 M. Carlin, Medieval Southwark (London, ), pp. , ; Fenwick, Poll Taxes, vol. II, p. .
 CPMR, vol. II, pp. , .
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in urban areas. Chapter  examines the economic activities of Flemish
immigrants and their influence on the English textile industry. In the first
place, the main focus is on the economic activities of the exiles after their
arrival in England from  in comparison with what they had been
doing in Flanders during the s, a decade before banishment.
Meanwhile, the remainder of the chapter looks into their involvement
in the wool trade and their general wealth. Chapter  focuses on the
presence and occupations of Flemish women in England. Completely
new evidence will reveal that immigrant women, both single and
married, had a very active role in the English economy during the
fourteenth century. Chapter  looks into the involvement of the
Flemish community in the events of the Peasants’ Revolt of . As
we will see, the Flemings were ferociously massacred in a number of
places between  and  June , and this has been considered in
several studies. However, with some new findings from various judicial
documents, this chapter sheds new light on these events and clarifies
what happened in the aftermath of the attack on the Flemings.
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