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(detail) by John the Painter (gouache on brown paper, 214x51 1cm) 
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Abbreviated Prescribing Information for Geodon (ziprasidone). 
Republic of Ireland Geodon™. Presentation; Capsules containing 
ziprasidone hydrochloride monohydrate equivalent to 20, 40, 60 and 
80mg ziprasidone. Indications: Treatment of schizophrenia Dosage: 
Acute treatment - 40mg twice daily with food. Maximum dosage of 
80mg twice daiiy may be reached by day 3 of treatment, Maintenance 
treatment - use the lowest effective dose. In elderly: A lower starting 
dose should be considered for patients over 65 where clinical factors 
warrant. In children: Caution as no evaluation under 18 years of age. 
In renal impairment: No dosage adjustment required. In hepatic 
impairment: Consider lower doses in hepatic insufficiency. Caution in 
severe hepatic insufficiency. Contra-indications: Known hypersensi
tivity to any ingredient of the product. Known QT-interval prolongation. 
Congenital long QT syndrome. Recent acute myocardial infarction. 
Uncompensated heart failure. Arrhythmias treated with class IA and 
III antiarrhythmic drugs. Concomitant treatment with medicines 
known to prolong the QT interval. Special warnings: A medical history, 
family history and physical examination should be undertaken to iden
tify patients for whom ziprasidone is not recommended. Mild to mod
erate dose-related QT-interval prolongation, therefore, do not give 
together with medicinal products known to prolong the QT interval. 
Caution in patients with significant bradycardia. Before treatment is 
started - correct electrolyte disturbances; and as with other drugs 
which prolong QT interval, consider ECG review in patients with stable 
cardiac disease. If cardiac symptoms occur, consider the possibility of 
a malignant cardiac arrhythmia and perform a cardiac evaluation, 
including an ECG. It is recommended to stop treatment if the QT inter
val is >500msec. No cases of Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome (NMS) 
seen in clinical trials, but potential risk cannot be excluded. 
Management of NMS should included immediate withdrawal of all 
antipsychotic drugs. Potential to cause tardive dyskinesia, if signs 
appear consider dose reduction or discontinuation. Caution in patients 
with a history of seizures. Interactions: ziprasidone should not be 
given with medicinal products known to prolong the QT interval (see 
SPC for details). Caution in combination with other centrally acting 
drugs and alcohol. Ziprasidone is unlikely to cause clinically important 
drug interactions mediated by CYP3A4 or CYP2D6 (see SPC for 
details). Pregnancy and lactation: Not recommended unless the 
expected benefit outweighs the risk. Women of childbearing potential 
should use an appropriate method of contraception. Avoid breast
feeding. Driving: Ziprasidone may cause somnolence, therefore cau
tion patients likely to drive or operate machines. Undesirable effects: 
In short term placebo controlled trials: >1/10 somnolence; >1/100,<1/10 
asthenia, headache, constipation, dry mouth, dyspepsia, increased 
salivation, nausea, vomiting, agitation, akathisia, dizziness, dystonia, 
extrapyramidal syndrome, hypertonia, tremor, abnormal vision; 
>1/1000,<1/100 pain, postural hypotension, tachycardia, flatulence, 
thirst, joint disorder, leg cramps, cogwheel rigidity, paresthesia, 
speech disorder, tardive dyskinesia, rhinitis, rash, urticaria. In long 
term maintenance trials: elevated prolactin levels, returning to normal 
without cessation of treatment and rare reports of clinical manifesta
tion (gynaecomastia and breast enlargement). Legal Category: POM. 
Package quantities: blister packs containing 56 capsules. Further 
information on request: Pfizer (Ireland) Limited, Parkway House, 
Ballymount Road Lower, Dublin 12, Republic of Ireland. Marketing 
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