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Abstract
Modern Spain has remained largely absent from the debates and narratives of global history. In
sharp contrast to the early modern period, the case of Spain in the nineteenth century has been
overwhelmingly studied from regional and national perspectives. Fortunately, valuable efforts
to integrate this country into wider frames of analysis have emerged in the last decade. Build-
ing on these writings, this article will argue that connections and entanglements represent two
valuable perspectives, which allow the insertion of the Spanish experience into contemporary
narratives of global history. The article has two aims. First, it seeks to ‘decentre’ modern Spain,
by moving beyond its territorial borders within the Iberian Peninsula, and by examining its glo-
bal dimensions, through connections with territories, colonies, and nations on several conti-
nents. Second, it aims to reveal valuable insights for current debates on global history, which
arise from a focus on a country that is usually considered to have been both marginal and
peripheral.
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Introduction
The aim of this article is to demonstrate the fertile field of opportunity that nineteenth-century
Spain can bring to the study of global history. Throughout this period, and despite losing most
of its American territories in the 1820s, Spain retained a global presence that extended far
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beyond the contours of the Iberian Peninsula. The remaining overseas colonies in America and
Southeast Asia, colonial ambitions and footholds in Africa, and its relational framework with
Europe made Spain a major crossroads for the processes, interactions, and entanglements that
shaped it as much as it shaped other parts of the world. These elements formed a vast network
of planetary interactions, involving a myriad of geographies, actors, and structures.

However, the case of this country remains virtually absent in the major debates of the
period, especially with regard to international debates, as a special issue of the journal Social
History first noted in 2004, and as the historian Adrian Shubert observed again in 2015.1Most
historians seem to have passively accepted Eric Hobsbawm’s depiction of nineteenth-century
Spain as a ‘persistently out of phase… notoriously anomalous and self-contained country’.2 A
direct consequence of these historiographical features is that Spain’s presence is minimal in the
two most renowned global histories of the nineteenth century, those of Christopher Bayly and
Jürgen Osterhammel.3

This absence is striking for two reasons. First, early modern Spain has long been interpreted
from the perspective of its interactions and exchanges with Europe, America, and Asia.4 The
transformation of this country from being an empire ‘where the sun never set’ into a secondary
nation-state in the nineteenth century has had the effect of relegating Spain’s presence in
dominant historical narratives. For historians, it seems as if the country’s global dimension
vanished with the independence of most of the American colonies.5 Second, historical works
on nineteenth-century Spain tend to adopt local and regional frames of analysis, or, at best,
national ones. This is in direct contrast to other European cases, such as that of Germany,
which have been reconsidered in the light of transnational and global interactions that move
beyond the nation.6

If we adopt a similar relational approach to nineteenth-century Spain, two elements make it
particularly valuable from a global historical perspective: a robust, centuries-long connection
with the Americas and Southeast Asia, and a condition as ‘contact zone’ with northern Africa.
Grasping this relational dimension calls for moving beyond the idea of Spain as a nation-state,
and instead bringing connections and entanglements with other parts of the world to the fore.

1 See the contributions of different authors to the special issue of Social History, 29, 3, 2004, and especially
Adrian Shubert, ‘Spanish historians and English-speaking scholarship’, pp. 358–63; Adrian Shubert, ‘Modern
Spanish history in North America’, Mélanges de la Casa de Velázquez, 45, 2, 2015, pp. 303–10, http://mcv.
revues.org/6662 (consulted 22 February 2017). For a general overview, seeMiguel A. Cabrera, ‘Developments
in contemporary Spanish historiography: from social history to the new cultural history’, Social History, 77, 4,
2005, pp. 988–1023.

2 Eric J. Hobsbawm, The age of extremes: a history of the world, 1914–1991, New York: Vintage Books, 1996,
pp. 156–7.

3 C. A. Bayly, The birth of the modern world, 1780–1914: global connections and comparisons, Malden, MA:
Blackwell, 2004; Jürgen Osterhammel, The transformation of the world: a global history of the nineteenth
century, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014.

4 Good examples are J. H. Elliott, Empires of the Atlantic world: Britain and Spain in America, 1492–1830,
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2006; J. H. Elliott, Spain, Europe and the wider world 1500–1800,
NewHaven, CT: Yale University Press, 2009; Bethany Aram and Bartolomé Yun-Casalilla, eds.,Global goods
and the Spanish empire, 1492–1824: circulation, resistance, and diversity, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2014.

5 Two examples of this tendency are John Darwin, After Tamerlane: the rise and fall of global empires, 1400–
2000, New York: Bloomsbury, 2008; and Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper, Empires in world history:
power and the politics of difference, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010.

6 Philipp Ther, ‘Beyond the nation: the relational basis of a comparative history of Germany and Europe’,
Central European History, 36, 1, 2003, pp. 45–73; Sebastian Conrad, Globalisation and the nation in
imperial Germany, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.
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Scholars such as Christopher Bayly and Sebastian Conrad have indeed stressed the
importance that connections have for the writing of history from a global perspective, and also
the structural transformations that made these connections possible.7 The genealogy of this
approach goes back in time. Fernand Braudel and Pierre Chaunu, both specialists of
early modern Spain, were among the first scholars who called attention to the importance of
recovering lost connections that have little presence in national narratives. Inspired by
the work of these two French historians, Sanjay Subrahmanyam and Serge Gruzinski have
advocated the idea of connectedness to mitigate, if not overcome, Eurocentric approaches.8

More than a nation-state as such, we consider that nineteenth-century Spain should be
understood as a junction for numberless connections and entanglements involving a global
dimension.

By connected history we refer to mutual influences, interactions, and exchanges between
different parts of the world. Likewise, by entangled history we mean the flows of concepts and
peoples that intertwine political units, cultures, and societies.9 In the Spanish case, the con-
nected history approach mainly refers to constructing a historical account that integrates the
metropolis with the overseas territories that Spain possessed during the nineteenth century.
The entangled history approach, in contrast, focuses more on phenomena and processes
common across empires, nation-states, cultures, religions, and societies in determined spaces
and situations.

This article will introduce a wide range of geographies, actors, and historical processes,
which allow inserting nineteenth-century Spain amidst a vast network of global connections
and entanglements. In so doing, the case of this country will be ‘decentered’ from its attach-
ment to the Iberian Peninsula, with the aim of resetting a series of world connections that have
gone either unnoticed, or have only been partially explored.

In order to meet the abovementioned aims, the article will focus on two ‘big’ topics for
which the Spanish case had a direct impact in historical developments taking place around the
globe in the nineteenth century; namely, liberalism and empire. Each will be used as an
umbrella for related themes, such as constitutionalism, republicanism, and Catholicism in the
case of liberalism; and slavery, migration, commodities, and national identities for that of
empire. The reason why we chose these two ‘big’ topics over others is because they were major
phenomena that shaped core features of the period, and because they both offer vast potential
for connected and entangled history approaches, in terms of fresh insights and perspectives
provided by the peripheral, often neglected, angle of Spanish history.

Indeed, scholars have long interpreted Spanish history from a premise of backwardness.
Influenced by modernization theory and ideal development types, they saw Spain as an illus-
tration of the underside of major historical processes, whether it was the ‘failure’ of its liberal

7 Bayly, Birth of the modern world, p. 1; Sebastian Conrad, What is global history?, Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2016, pp. 67–70. Most recently, see Roland Wenzlhuemer, ‘The ship, the media, and the
world: conceptualizing connections in global history’, Journal of Global History, 11, 2, 2016, pp. 163–86.

8 Sanjay Subrahmanyam, ‘Connected histories: notes towards a reconfiguration of early modern Eurasia’,
Modern Asian Studies, 31, 3, 1997, pp. 735–62; Serge Gruzinski, ‘Les mondes mêlés de la monarchie cath-
olique et autres “connected histories”’, Annales. Histoire, Sciences Sociales, 56, 1, 2001, pp. 85–117.

9 Sönke Bauck and Thomas Maier, ‘Entangled history’, InterAmerican wiki: terms – concepts – critical per-
spectives, www.uni-bielefeld.de/cias/wiki/e_Entangled_History.html (consulted 22 February 2017).
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revolution, its weak industrialization, or the demise of its early modern empire. While this
paradigm of backwardness has been challenged in the last two decades, the focus of the
attention has remained centred on the nation-state.10

In contrast, we claim that Spanish liberalism and empire, together with the various sub-
themes that we have gathered under these two headings, can be re-examined from an inter-
related approach, to shed new light on connections between different world geographies. As a
matter of fact, the ideas, actors, and debates that shaped liberalism and empire in the nine-
teenth century were of hybrid origin, combining European, Atlantic, and global inputs.
Alongside other examples of ‘peripheral’ empires, such as the Portuguese, Ottoman, and
Russian ones, the Spanish empire raises fundamental questions from a different viewpoint:
namely, from the perspective of a declining power, whose state-building process occurred in an
imperial as well as a global context.

Spanish liberalism: a product with global echoes and local
re-appropriations
Liberalism is one of the topics that define nineteenth-century Spain. It is also an issue that
conforms to a transnational perspective, since the concept and practices associated with it
transcended borders. But liberalism is, above all, a topic that allows the Spanish case to be
inserted within a complex process of connections and entanglements that shaped the modern
world. To begin with, the term ‘liberal’ itself, as a political concept, was first used by Spanish
liberals, before being adopted in 1816 into the English political vocabulary.11 As Gabriel
Paquette has stressed, liberalism in Spain, and also in Portugal and Italy, should not be simply
seen as an imported, watered-down appropriation of ‘external’ ideas and events, such as the
Enlightenment and the Anglo-North American revolutions.12 On the contrary, a much more
productive exercise is to rethink the global set of interactions that gave birth to, and shaped, the
evolving meanings associated with the term ‘liberalism’.13

As with the German case, Spanish liberalism has traditionally been depicted in terms of
exceptionality and backwardness.14 More recently, scholars have challenged this perspective
by highlighting the strong links between Spanish liberalism and that of other western European

10 Nigel Townson, ed., Is Spain different? A comparative look at the 19th and 20th centuries, Brighton: Sussex
Academic Press, 2015; Mónica Burguera and Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, ‘Backwardness and its dis-
contents’, Social History, 29, 3, 2004, pp. 279–83.

11 Rolf Reinhardt, ‘Translation as cultural transfer and semantic interaction: European variations of liberal
between 1800 and 1830’, in Malgrit Pernau and Dominic Sachsenmaier, eds., Global conceptual history: a
reader, London: Bloomsbury, 2016, p. 104.

12 Gabriel Paquette, ‘Introduction: liberalism in the early nineteenth-century Iberian world’, History of Eur-
opean Ideas, 41, 2, 2015, pp. 155–6; Maurizio Isabella, ‘Liberalism and empires in the Mediterranean: the
view-point of the Risorgimento’, in Silvana Patriarca and Lucy Riall, eds., The Risorgimento revisited:
nationalism and culture in nineteenth-century Italy, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2014, p. 233.

13 A valuable contribution in this direction is Andrew Sartori, Liberalism in empire: an alternative history,
Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2014.

14 For the German case, see Geoff Eley and David Blackbourn, The peculiarities of German history: bourgeois
society and politics in nineteenth-century Germany, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984; Jürgen Kocka
and Allen Mitchell, eds., Bourgeois society in nineteenth-century Europe, Oxford: Berg, 1993. In the Spanish
case, this perspective is still maintained by Josep Fontana, La época del liberalismo, Madrid: Crítica and
Marcial Pons, 2007.
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countries.15 However, and notwithstanding the value of these contributions, it is necessary to
go a step further to understand the contours of Spanish liberalism as a fluid element encom-
passing a wider dimension. Following the summoning of the Cadiz Cortes in 1810, and the
proclamation of the Constitution two years later, the global dimension of Spanish liberalism
marked the revolutionary process. From Cadiz to Lima, from Havana to Manila, elections
were held all over the empire to appoint representatives. Likewise, the Constitution was
approved in every corner of the Spanish empire.

These events provided the basis for the encounter and intermingling of different political
cultures, and also generated new reactions to liberalism, not only within the different territories
that formed the Spanish empire but also beyond them. To give an example, consider the heated
discussions held in 1810 over the shape and characteristics to be given to the new parliament.
The statesman and philosopher Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos (1744–1811) stood out in this
debate. His ties to English thinkers, particularly evidenced by the numerous letters he
exchanged with Henry Richard Vassal Fox, 3rd Baron Holland (1773–1840), clearly influ-
enced his opinions, and reveal the importance of transnational transfers in the evolution of
Spanish liberalism.16 Another important observation that came up in these debates involved
the question of which territories should be represented in the new parliament. As the composition
of the parliament affected the form that it should take, and the form would affect the relationship
among the components, each issue affected the other. Thus, neither can be fully understood
separately, for debates over representation necessarily involved the status of overseas territorial
possessions. All this gives some indication of the extent to which liberalism, and the responses to
it, implied a circulation of actors, ideas, and practices, which must be analysed in a relational
perspective.

Equally important to the circulation of ideas and debates at a global scale were the
numerous re-appropriations that liberalism underwent in different locations, as well as the
importance that political traditions and local specificities played in this process. Thus, while
peninsular revolutionaries were particularly attracted to the French and British models, Latin
American creoles looked more towards North America for inspiration. Likewise, the new
constitutional model passed in 1812 had very different consequences for the Spanish colonies
scattered across the planet, such as the Philippines, the Caribbean islands, the African enclaves,
and territories on the borderlands. These disparate effects raise new questions about the global
circulation of political concepts and practices, which the historiography has not yet explored.
The impact of the Cadiz Constitution in imperial territories, the dialogue with European and
American revolutionary experiences, and the challenges that political alternatives posed to
liberal politics embrace a wide dimension, which makes the Spanish case particularly relevant
to one of the main debates in nineteenth-century global history: namely, the raising of a
political creed to a universal principle, and its circulation throughout the world.17

15 Burguera and Schmidt-Nowara, ‘Backwardness and its discontents’; Isabel Burdiel, ‘Myths of failure, myths
of success: new perspectives on nineteenth-century Spanish liberalism’, Journal of Modern History, 70, 4,
1998, pp. 892–912.

16 María Sierra, ‘El espejo inglés de la modernidad española: el modelo electoral británico y su influencia en el
concepto de representación liberal’, Historia y Política, 21, 2009, pp. 139–67; Ignacio Fernández Sarasola,
‘“So, you want us to be Englishmen …”: Jovellanos and British influence on Spain’s first modern parliament
(1808–1810)’, Comparative Legal History, 4, 1, 2016, pp. 51–81.

17 David Armitage, The Declaration of Independence: a global history, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 2007; David Armitage and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, eds., The age of revolutions in global context, c.
1760–1840, Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2010.
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The global dimensions of Spanish constitutionalism
The Cortes de Cadiz (1810–14), and the Constitution that they produced (1812), mark for
many scholars the beginning of modernity and a crucial step towards nation-building in Spain.
For this reason, scholars largely interpret the Cadiz experience in strictly national terms.
Indeed, from the first authors who traced the origins of Spanish liberalism in the 1950s, to the
celebration of the bicentenary of the Constitution in 2012, and up to the present day, the
interpretation of Cadiz has barely moved from the classical terms in which modern Spanish
history was originally formulated.18 In contrast, Latin American and Atlantic historians have
underscored the role of the 1812 Constitution in the connections between Spain and the
process of independence of the American colonies in the 1810s and 1820s.19

All the same, more than an Atlantic document, the Cadiz Constitution embraces a global
dimension, which should be explored to plumb the interconnections between cultures and
spaces.20 Indeed, the enactment of the Constitution affected various political and legal cultures
around the Hispanic world, where colonial authorities had to rely on linguistic forms other
than written Spanish to reach indigenous subjects. A proclamation of the Constitution, signed
in Cadiz in August 1812, was translated into different indigenous languages, in order to
proclaim the benefits of this political system to indigenous elites and non-Spanish speakers.21

In South and Central America, for instance, the proclamation was translated into Quechua,
Sotzil, Cechci, Ixil, and Zeefe. This required borrowing the Catholic Church’s pastoral lan-
guage to translate modern political concepts into languages whose cultural references and
symbolism differed completely from the Spanish political tradition.22 Moreover, colonial
experiences were brought to bear on discussions and resolutions in the making of the 1812
Constitution, since, years before independence, a constitutional corpus of its own had begun
taking shape in the American territories.23

Meanwhile, southern European liberals quickly translated the Cadiz Constitution into
Italian and Portuguese. The Constitution influenced the one adopted in Palermo, Sicily, in

18 For early works, see Luis Sánchez Agesta, Historia del constitucionalismo español, Madrid: Instituto de
Estudios Políticos, 1955; Miguel Artola, Los orígenes de la España contemporánea, vol. 2, Madrid: Instituto
de Estudios Políticos, 1959. For more recent publications, see José Antonio Escudero, ed., Cortes y Con-
stitución de Cádiz: 200 años, 3 vols., Madrid: Espasa, 2011; special issue ‘La Constitución de 1812: miradas y
perspectivas’, Teoría y Derecho: Revista de Pensamiento Jurídico, 10, 2011; Ignacio Fernández Sarasola, La
Constitución de Cádiz: origen, contenido y proyección internacional, Madrid: CEPC, 2011; Juan Sisinio Pérez
Garzón, Cortes y Constitución en Cádiz: la revolución española (1808–1814), Madrid: Anaya, 2012.

19 Marta Lorente and José M. Portillo Valdés, eds., El momento gaditano: la Constitución en el orbe hispánico
(1808–1826), Madrid: Cortes Generales, 2012; Scott Eastman and Natalia Sobrevilla Perea, eds., The rise of
constitutional government in the Iberian Atlantic world: the impact of the Cádiz Constitution of 1812,
Tuscaloosa, AL: University of Alabama Press, 2015. See also Marie Laure Rieu-Millan, Los diputados
Americanos en las Cortes de Cádiz: igualdad o independencia, Madrid: CSIC, 1990; Roberto Breña, El primer
liberalismo español y los procesos de emancipación en América, 1808–1824: una revisión historiográfica del
liberalismo hispano, Mexico: El Colegio de México, 2006.

20 Scott Eastman, ‘Introduction: the sacred mantle of the Constitution of 1812’, in Eastman and Sobrevilla Perea,
Rise of constitutional government, p. 4.

21 Robert M. Laughlin, Beware the great horned serpent! Chiapas under the threat of Napoleon, Austin, TX:
University of Texas Press, 2003, pp. 9–10.

22 Rossella Martin, ‘El arte de persuadir al servicio de las Cortes de Cádiz: la proclama a los habitantes de
Ultramar y su traducción a la lengua quechua (1812–1813)’, Ariadna Histórica, special supplement 1, 2016,
pp. 73–95.

23 Roberto Gargarella, Latin American constitutionalism, 1810–2010: the engine room of the constitution,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, ch. 1; M. C. Mirow, Latin America constitutionalism: the Con-
stitution of Cadiz and its legacy in Spanish America, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015.
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1812, and served as a model in Portugal and many Italian states in the 1820s.24 Examining
private correspondence and mapping the circulation of texts and political exiles suggest new
understandings of this key constitutional moment in which a myriad of local interests became
entwined in a global, mutually sensitive dynamic.25

Indeed, the circulation of the Cadiz Constitution was one of several key influences that
shaped constitutional cultures during the ‘age of revolutions’. Crucial actors in this transna-
tional circulation of ideas were Spanish liberals, who went into exile in 1814 and 1823, fol-
lowing Ferdinand VII’s victory over liberal governments. Most of these exiles established
themselves in Paris and London, where they made contact with other political refugees from
Europe and Latin America. These personal encounters had a direct impact on the political
programmes and revolutionary activities of post-Napoleonic Europe, and the new liberal
regimes that emerged during this period.26

Evidence of this cross-pollination of ideas was provided by the revolutionary wave of the
1820s, when the impact of the Cadiz Constitution was felt in Europe and beyond. First, in
Portugal and independent Brazil, a new constitutional culture emerged in the 1820s, which
revealed a ‘tremendous influence’ from the Cadiz experience.27 The Decembrist revolutionaries
in Russia also eagerly followed the Spanish revolution. Although news was slow to arrive, and
was often inaccurate, the Decembrists viewed Colonel Rafael del Riego’s pronunciamiento in
the Spanish town of Cabezas de San Juan (January 1820) with a blend of enthusiasm and
romance, to the point that ‘its power succeeded to ignite in them revolutionary passion and a
sense of solidarity’.28 In fact, several Decembrists possessed copies of the 1812 Constitution in
their private libraries, and there is evidence that they thoroughly discussed the text. Contacts
between Russian and Spanish liberals were also established through figures such as Juan Van
Halen, an officer who joined the tsar’s army after fleeing Spain.29 Last but not least, echoes of
the Cadiz Constitution reached Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras, where the text was discussed
and celebrated. In response, Spanish liberals sent a dedicated copy of the 1812 Constitution to
the Bengali intellectual Rammohan Roy.30

The 1812 Constitution affected the Spanish colonies in Asia as well. In the Philippines, the
constitutional experience transformed the internal equilibria between Chinese and mestizo

24 José Varela Suanzes-Carpegna, ‘El primer constitucionalismo español y portugués (un estudio comparado)’,
Historia Constitucional, 13, 2012, pp. 99–117; John A. Davis, Naples and Napoleon: southern Italy and the
European revolutions (1780–1860), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006, pp. 267–70; Jens Späth, Revo-
lution in Europa 1820–23: Verfassungskultur in den Königreichen Spaniens, beider Sizilien und Sardinien-
Piemont, Cologne: SH-Verlag, 2012.

25 See Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, ed., ‘Global horizons and local interests in the era of the Constitution of
Cadiz’, special issue, Bulletin for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies, 37, 2, 2012.

26 Fernando Martínez, Jordi Canal, and Encarnación Lemus, eds., París, ciudad de acogida: el exilio español
durante los siglos XIX y XX, Madrid: Marcial Pons, 2010; Jeanne Moisand, Delphine Diaz, Romy Sánchez
Villar, and Juan Luis Simal, eds., Exils entre les deux mondes: migrations et espaces politiques atlantiques au
XIXe siècle, Mordelles: Les Perséides, 2015.

27 Gabriel Paquette, Imperial Portugal in the age of revolutions: the Luzo-Brazilian world, c. 1770–1850,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013, p. 126.

28 Richard Stites, ‘Decembrists with a Spanish accent’, Kritika, 12, 1, 2011, p. 19.
29 Richard Stites, The four horsemen: riding to liberty in post-Napoleonic Europe, Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2014, pp. 283–5.
30 C. A. Bayly, Recovering liberties: Indian thought in the age of liberalism and empire, Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 2012, pp. 43 and 47; C. A. Bayly, ‘Rammohan Roy and the advent of constitutional liber-
alism in India, 1800–30’, Modern Intellectual History, 4, 1, 2007, pp. 25–41. Compare Partha Chatterjee,
The black hole of empire: history of a global practice of power, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2012, p. 365, footnote 49.
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communities, and created a new set of political discourses that paved the way for new grounds
of action for subaltern groups.31 Symbolic forms, such as festivities and ceremonies for cele-
brating the promulgation of the Constitution, articulated the links established between
the constitutional system and the new social contract among privileged and non-privileged
groups.

From Asia to America, as well as in Europe, the translation of the new principles, in both
linguistic and symbolic terms, took place in different contexts and under different constraints,
so as to accommodate the constitutional project to the cultural particularities of each space.
Political and religious authorities had to adapt the new political language to dominant religious
beliefs and cultural references.32 This is why the Cadiz Constitution must be examined through
its Spanish imperial dimension, as well as through the European and American experiences of
liberalism that traversed theWestern world during this period. Only in this way it is possible to
situate Cadiz in a broader history of transfers and common themes, which touched Europe, the
Americas, and the rest of the world.33 The significance of the 1812 Constitution thus not only
possesses a global dimension but also involves a complex set of connections between cultures,
regions, and continents.

Responses to liberalism: republicanism and Catholicism
Republicanism and Catholicism were two major responses to liberalism in the nineteenth
century. Although the understanding of these two concepts cannot be limited to their rela-
tionship with liberalism, both emerged as powerful alternatives to liberal politics, not only
within Spain but also beyond it. Exiles, ideas, actors, and contacts circulated throughout
Europe, the Americas, and beyond. In addition, both republicanism and Catholicism provided
vehicles for competing universal conceptions of humankind, which implied an alternative
relationship between state and society. In the Spanish case, these alternatives emerged as a
challenge to liberal politics, as they forged connections to Europe and beyond. Just as had
occurred during the establishment of constitutional regimes, the responses to liberalism also
involved interaction with European, Atlantic, and global contacts.

Although the origins of republicanism in the Spanish empire arose in the American territories
in 1810, and even some years earlier in Venezuela, because of their association with the quest for
independence, republican theories did not find purchase in the territories that remained in the
empire. When they started to re-emerge in the metropolis in the 1840s, republicans faced per-
secution from liberal authorities. As a result, exile and international cooperation became two
characteristics of mid-nineteenth-century Spanish republicanism. It was in periods of political
agitation that contacts among republican groups and actors increased. The year 1848 represents
one of these key moments. Although historians have neglected the impact of the 1848 European
revolutions in Spain and its dominions, new research reveals a similar dynamic to the one that

31 Ruth de Llobet, ‘Chinese mestizo and natives’ disputes in Manila and the 1812 Constitution: old privileges
and new political realities (1813–15)’, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 45, 2, 2014, p. 215.

32 Stefan Rinke, ‘“Perfidies, robberies, and cruelties”: Latin America and Napoleon in the age of revolutions’, in
Ute Planert, ed., Napoleon’s empire: European politics in global perspective, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2016, p.
136.

33 On the transnational and global dimensions of nineteenth-century constitutionalism, see Markus J. Prutsch,
Making sense of constitutional monarchism in post-Napoleonic France and Germany, New York: Palgrave,
2014; Grotke L. Kelly and Markus J. Prutsch, eds., Constitutionalism, legitimacy, and power: nineteenth-
century experiences, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014.
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characterized the European cases.34 Furthermore, in the 1850s and 1860s, Spanish democrats
contributed to the formation of a transnational, democratic, political culture in Europe, and also
acted as brokers between continents.35

Seen through the lens of connections and entanglements, Spanish republicanism presents
significant points of contact with recently discovered interconnections in the Italian case. New
works on the lives of Giuseppe Garibaldi and Giuseppe Mazzini have demonstrated the
transnational, Atlantic, and even global inspirations taken from these two charismatic revo-
lutionaries.36 Although no comparably charismatic Spanish icon exists, some historical figures
do provide valuable insights. General Baldomero Espartero is one such figure. He not only
became a legend among progressive liberals in Spain but was also highly connected and
respected in Latin America, where he participated in the wars of independence. Indeed, the
military officers who were close to Espartero were known as the ‘Ayacuchos’, because of their
participation in the Battle of Ayacucho in Peru in 1824.

Other lesser-known republican and democrats also carried their beliefs far beyond the
Atlantic space. For instance, the failure of the Cavite mutiny in the Philippines (1872), and of
the cantonal revolt in Cartagena (1873), led to the imprisonment of many revolutionaries in
the Pacific island of Guam. Over the next decades, political prisoners were sent to Spanish
footholds in Africa, such as Fernando Poo in equatorial Africa, and Ceuta and the Chafarinas
islands in North Africa. In these penal colonies, metropolitan Spanish revolutionaries made the
acquaintance of freed slaves, who had returned to Africa, and of pro-independence activists
from Cuba and the Philippines.37

However, it was not only progressive ideas that spread across borders during the nineteenth
century. In addition to republicans and democrats, there was a wide network of ultra-
conservatives who rose up in rebellion against the new liberal states. Although the existence of
a ‘white international’ remains open to debate, historians have stressed the importance of
approaching the opposition to liberalism from a broad perspective.38 Consequently, the great
impediments hindering Spanish liberals’ efforts to overthrow the ancien régime, which resulted
in three civil wars during the nineteenth century, were not a Spanish oddity but rather repre-
sented one of the harshest expressions of a continental, or even global, episode.

Moreover, historians have challenged the depiction of ultra-Catholics as remnants of a
fallen social order, revealing instead the great capacity of this group to reinvent its cultural and

34 IgnacioGarcía de PasoGarcía, ‘El 1848 español: ¿una excepcionalidad europea?’,Ayer, 106, 2017, pp. 185–206.
35 Florencia Peyrou, ‘The role of Spain and the Spanish in the creation of Europe’s transnational democratic

political culture, 1840–70’, Social History, 40, 4, 2015, pp. 497–517.
36 Guy Thomson, ‘Garibaldi and the legacy of the revolutions of 1848 in southern Spain’, European History

Quarterly, 31, 3, 2001, pp. 353–95; Lucy Riall, Garibaldi: invention of a hero, New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2007; Christopher Bayly and Eugenio Biagini, eds.,Giuseppe Mazzini and the globalization
of democratic nationalism, 1830–1920, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.

37 Louis A. Pérez, Jr,Cuba between empires, 1878–1902, Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1983, p.
120; Ruby B. Paredes, ‘Ilustrado legacy: the Pardo de Taveras of Manila’, in Alfred W. McCoy, ed., An
anarchy of families: state and family in the Philippines, Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1993, p.
366; Susana Castillo-Rodríguez, ‘African diaspora and the circulation of language: Cuban and Afro-Cuban
loanwords in Equatorial Guinea’, International Journal of the Sociology of Language, 239, 2016, pp. 157–92.

38 Jordi Canal, ‘Guerra civil y contrarrevolución en la Europa del sur en el siglo XIX: reflexiones a partir del caso
español’,Ayer, 55, 2004, special issue ‘Guerras civiles en la España contemporánea’, pp. 37–60; Jean-Clément
Martin, ed., La contre-révolution en Europe: réalités politiques et sociales, résonances culturelles et idéolo-
giques, Rennes: Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2001; Pedro Rújula and Javier Ramón Solans, eds., El
desafío de la revolución: reaccionarios, antiliberales y contrarrevolucionarios (siglos XVIII y XIX), Granada:
Comares, 2017.
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political imaginaries. The ‘invention’ of a new model woman, for instance, became a powerful
metaphor, through which Catholic propagandists sought to promote a religious revival in the
public sphere. In so doing, they equipped the Church with a new gender discourse, which was
adapted to changes in the political scenario.39 In these and in other respects, cultural transfers
across national borders became decisive in the process of defining nascent political cultures.
Neo-Catholics on both sides of the Pyrenees shared the same anxiety towards the revolutions
of the 1870s, and they collaborated in defining a new set of ideas and discourses to combat the
evils that they perceived in the turn of events.40 Likewise, religious devotion gainedmomentum
in the nineteenth century, becoming a common element in Catholic resistance to secularization
and the collective understanding of the ‘nation’ on both sides of the Atlantic.41

With the resurgence of religion in the public sphere, more and more voices called for the
spreading of Catholicism to new peoples and lands, for example in northern Africa. Spain’s
Queen Regent Maria Cristina (1858–1929) stood at the forefront of numerous initiatives that
promoted Catholicism as part of the ‘civilizing mission’ that Spain was duty-bound to play in
the Moroccan empire.42 Here again, deploying broader sensitivity reveals that the case of
Spain was neither unique nor exceptional, but rather epitomized a broader nineteenth-century
global pattern. Indeed, many rich, in-depth accounts describe Christian missionary expeditions
to the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia which often contradicted or modified colonial plans for
expansion.43 And yet, despite this Catholic revival, religious missions in this period are still
largely considered to have been a ‘Protestant phenomenon’.44

The nineteenth-century Spanish empire: a space of global
interactions
Spain’s position in the wider world began to change whenmost of its American colonies gained
independence in the 1820s. Over the course of the nineteenth century, Spain was relegated
from a major colonial power of the early modern period to a marginal position. The initial
wave of independence left Spain with remnants of its former empire in the Caribbean (Cuba
and Puerto Rico), in the Pacific (the Philippines and some islands in the Pacific), and in toeholds
in equatorial and northern Africa. War against the United States in 1898 led to the loss of the
remaining colonies in the Caribbean and the Pacific, thus intensifying the perception of Spain’s
decline in the international arena. Alongside Portugal, China, and the Ottoman empire, the
Spanish case appeared to illustrate aptly what Lord Salisbury referred to, in a famous speech at

39 Raúl Mínguez Blasco, Evas, Marías y Magdalenas: género y modernidad católica en la España liberal (1833–
1874), Madrid: CEPC, 2016;Mónica Burguera,Las damas del liberalismo respetable: los imaginarios sociales
del feminismo liberal en España (1834–1850), Madrid: Cátedra, 2012.

40 Alexandre Dupont, ‘¿Hacia una Internacional neo-católica? Trayectorias cruzadas de Louis Veuillot y
Antonio Aparisi y Guijarro’, Ayer, 95, 2014, pp. 211–36.

41 Roberto di Stefano and Francisco Javier Ramón Solans, eds., Marian devotions, political mobilization, and
nationalism in Europe and America, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2016; Linda B. Hall, Mary, mother and warrior:
the Virgin in Spain and the Americas, Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2004.

42 Pol Dalmau, Press, politics and national identities in Catalonia: the transformation of La Vanguardia, 1881–
1931, Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2017, ch. 2.

43 Andrew Porter, Religion versus empire? British protestant missionaries and overseas expansion, 1700–1914,
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004; Norman Etherington, ed., Missions and empire, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2009; Rebekka Habermas and Richard Hölzl, eds., Mission global: eine Ver-
flechtungsgeschichte seit dem 19. Jahrhundert, Vienna: Böhlau, 2014.

44 Osterhammel, Transformation, p. 889.
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the Royal Albert Hall on 4May 1898, as the ‘dying nations’. Looking at the world’s future, the
British prime minister predicted that ‘the living nations will gradually encroach on the territory
of the dying, and the seeds and causes of conflict amongst civilized nations will speedily
appear’.45

The way in which scholars have traditionally explained the history of the Spanish empire in
the nineteenth century recalls Salisbury’s words. In contrast to the era of expansion that the
British and French empires experienced during this period, Spain is often depicted as a fossi-
lized empire, unsuccessfully clinging to the remnants of its former glory. However, as Richard
Kagan has explained, this idea of decline draws on ‘Prescott’s paradigm’, according to which
Spain’s loss of empire is the product of ‘an unhealthy combination of political despotism and
religious bigotry’.46 Britain and the United States stood in direct contrast. In the view of
William H. Prescott (1796–1859), a Harvard-based historian who was a pioneer of the dis-
cipline in the US, these two countries embodied the virtues of Protestant European nations, as
manifested in their democratic institutions, religious freedom, and laissez-faire economic
policies.47

While Prescott’s paradigm casts a long shadow over Anglo-American approaches to the
history of the Spanish empire, significant efforts have been made in the last decade to revisit
colonial legacies in the historiography.48 And yet, Spain’s absence in recent comparative
approaches to the history of modern empires suggests that the effect still lingers.49 From a
global historian’s point of view, three considerations could help to remedy the situation. First,
it must be noted that the loss of territorial possessions in the 1820s and 1898 did not put an end
to Spanish presence outside Spain, but rather changed its nature and contours. For instance,
scholars such as Matthew Brown and Gabriel Paquette have shown that migration, trade, and
the exchange of ideas between the former metropolis and the new Latin American republics
remained robust throughout the century.50 Thus, hispanismo was consolidated, particularly
after 1898, into a new formula, which strengthened the cultural and linguistic bonds across the
Atlantic.51

In addition to efforts to maintain influence in the American continent through informal
means, Spain retained a territorial presence in Africa. The country ruled the colonies of
Equatorial Guinea and the Spanish Sahara, held presidios along the North African coast,
exercised a protectorate in northern and southern Morocco from 1912 to 1956, and long

45 J. A. S. Grenville, Lord Salisbury and foreign policy: the close of the nineteenth century, London: Athlone,
1964, pp. 165–6.

46 Richard Kagan, ‘Prescott’s paradigm: American historical scholarship and the decline of Spain’, American
Historical Review, 101, 2, 1996, pp. 423–46.

47 Ibid., p. 430.
48 Christopher Schmidt-Nowara and John M. Nieto-Phillips, eds., Interpreting Spanish colonialism: empires,

nations, and legends, Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 2005.
49 Ibid., pp. 5–10. See, for instance, Frederick Cooper and Ann Laura Stoler, Tensions of empire: colonial

cultures in a bourgeois world, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1997; John M. MacKenzie,
European empires and the people: popular responses to imperialism in France, Britain, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany and Italy, Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2011. A valuable exception to this is
Alfred W. McCoy, Josep Maria Fradera, and Stephen Jacobson, eds., Endless empire: Spain’s retreat, Eur-
ope’s eclipse, America’s decline, Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2012.

50 Matthew Brown and Gabriel Paquette, eds., Connections after colonialism: Europe and Latin America in the
1820s, Tuscaloosa, AL: University of Alabama Press, 2013.

51 Frederick Pike, Hispanismo, 1898–1936: Spanish conservatives and liberals and their relations with Spanish
America, Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame, 1971; Mark Thurner and Andrés Guerrero, eds., After
Spanish rule: postcolonial predicaments of the Americas, Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2003.
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considered the Canary Islands to be a colony rather than an integral part of Spain. Though
limited in size, these territories afforded political and economic elites a ‘new empire’, on the
basis of which they imagined Spain as a colonial power in the twentieth century.52 The fact that
these efforts lasted well into Franco’s dictatorship, just as in Portugal, reveals the endurance of
global connections, and with it the need to examine the particular forms and mechanisms
through which those connections persisted.

Second, Spain actively participated in the broader process of European expansion of the
second half of the nineteenth century, though with more modest results than other countries.
Thus, the consolidation of the liberal state in the 1840s animated Spanish political elites to
undertake a series of military expeditions in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia.
According to Stephen Jacobson, this array of ‘micromilitary interventions’, which involved
short-lived conflicts with a limited display of armed force, consisted of attempts to increase
political influence and gain new territory. They can be divided into two phases. The first was a
series of interventions in Vietnam, Morocco, Santo Domingo, Mexico, and along the coast of
Chile and Peru between 1858 and 1866. A second wave focused on the Moroccan empire
between 1893 and 1926.53

Although the net outcomes were meagre, these overseas military campaigns led to a series
of connections between distant geographies. To give an example, Spain’s intervention in
Morocco during the so-called ‘War of Africa’ (1859–60) popularized a racial and civilizing
discourse, which Cuban white elites subsequently borrowed to counter the political rights’
demands being made by Afro-Cubans. The same racial discourse, and even some of the same
men, played an important part during Spain’s annexation of Santo Domingo (1861–63), which
was carried out under the pretext of resisting the invasion of ‘coloured’ Haitian troops.54 All
these overseas interventions challenge the traditional depiction of the Spanish empire as ossi-
fied and inert in the nineteenth century, and reveal a map of planetary interactions that global
historians have largely overlooked.

Third and finally, occupying a secondary position on the international stage does not
necessarily imply historical decline. Josep M. Fradera has shown that the narrative of decline
and fall neglects the complexity of imperial transitions. While the territorial losses in con-
tinental America were an undeniable setback to Spain’s position in the global order, what
followed was not a transition ‘from empire into nation’ but rather a period of imperial retreat,
or, to put it more precisely, of ‘orderly withdrawal’.55 The premise behind this idea is that
empires were not at all monolithic entities, and that, on the contrary, they possessed an
extraordinary capacity for resilience. Challenging the narrative of decline and fall reveals the
importance of considering adaptive strategies (legal, economic, and ideological) in imperial

52 William G. Clarence-Smith, ‘The economic dynamics of Spanish colonialism in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries’, Itinerario, 15, 1, 1991, pp. 71–90; William G. Clarence-Smith, ‘Spanish Equatorial Guinea, 1898–
1940’, in Andrew Roberts, ed., Cambridge history of Africa, vol. 7: from 1905 to 1940, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1986, pp. 537–43; Sebastian Balfour,Deadly embrace: Morocco and the road to
the Spanish Civil War, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002.

53 Stephen Jacobson, ‘Imperial ambitions in an era of decline: micromilitarism and the eclipse of the Spanish
empire, 1858–1923’, in McCoy, Fradera, and Jacobson, Endless empire, pp. 74–81.

54 Albert García Balañà, ‘Patriotismos trasatlánticos: raza y nación en el impacto de la Guerra de África en el
Caribe español de 1860’, Ayer, 106, 2, 2017, pp. 207–37.

55 JosepM. Fradera, ‘Empires in retreat: Spain and Portugal after the Napoleonic wars’, inMcCoy, Fradera, and
Jacobson, Endless empire, pp. 55–73; JosepM. Fradera, ‘Canadian lessons, roads not taken: Spanish views on
confederation’, in Jacqueline D. Krikorian, Marcel Martel, and Adrian Shubert, eds., Globalizing con-
federation: Canada and the world in 1867, Toronto: Toronto University Press, 2017, pp. 143–57.
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transitions that are usually considered secondary. Therefore, examining how Spain designed a
new constitutional order to maintain its colonies appears not as something unique, but rather
as part of a broader challenge that other empires, such as the British and the French, also faced.

Mobility: forced and free
The global nature of nineteenth-century Spain can also be examined through the mobility of
people. Many slaves, slave traders, political refugees, and migrants moved across borders and
continents throughout the century. What makes the Spanish case particularly relevant to the
question of slavery, from a global perspective, is that Spain was the last European power to
abolish slavery, in 1873 in Puerto Rico and in 1886 in Cuba. Only Brazil in the Atlantic world
took longer, abolishing slavery in 1888.

Moreover, although the Spanish empire was from the mid nineteenth century far smaller in
terms of territory than the British and the French empires, it possessed what has been referred
to as ‘probably the richest colony in the world’ – Cuba.56 Also called by contemporaries the
‘jewel in the crown’, this island became the world’s largest sugar producer in the 1830s. Behind
its economic success stood a plantation system that required massive imports of workers each
year. According to some estimates, ‘between the 1790s and the abolition of the slave trade,
Cuba imported approximately 780,000 African slaves, as well as more than 100,000 Chinese
indentured labourers who were reduced to de facto slavery’. Such figures make the Spanish
colonies in the Caribbean the largest slave market in Latin America during the nineteenth century.57

All these factors help to explain why slavery and abolition are probably the two topics for
which the Spanish case has been most integrated into global narratives.58 Indeed, the large
slave population in Cuba and Puerto Rico had the effect of placing Spain at the centre of the
international agenda on the restriction and abolition of the slave trade, and then of slavery
itself. Although agreements forbidding the slave trade had in fact been signed between Spain
and Great Britain in 1818, planters in the Caribbean continued trafficking slaves well into the
1860s. The reluctance of sugar planters to comply with international agreements led to a tug-
of-war on a planetary scale. On the one hand, Britain carried out several interventions along
the African coast, for example in Spain’s area of influence in Equatorial Guinea, and estab-
lished patrols in the Atlantic to enforce the abolition of the trade. These interventions had
repercussions in global politics, to the point that the historian Fabian Klose has described them
as the cradle for humanitarian intervention in international law.59

On the other hand, traders of many nationalities became crucial to meeting the continuous
demand for slaves from the Spanish colonies, as well as from Brazil. The case of agents such as
Pedro Blanco is particularly revelatory of a commerce in human souls which transcended

56 Clarence-Smith, ‘Economic dynamics’, p. 72.
57 Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, The conquest of history: Spanish colonialism and national histories in the

nineteenth century, Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2006, p. 148.
58 See, among others, Herbert S. Klein, African slavery in Latin American and the Caribbean, Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1986; David R. Murray, Odious commerce: Britain, Spain, and the abolition of the Cuban
slave trade, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980; Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, Empire and anti-
slavery: Spain, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, 1833–1874, Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1999;
Josep M. Fradera and Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, eds., Slavery and antislavery in Spain’s Atlantic empire,
New York: Berghahn Books, 2013.

59 Fabian Klose, ‘Enforcing abolition: the entanglement of civil society action, humanitarian norm-setting, and
military intervention’, in Fabian Klose, ed., The emergence of humanitarian intervention: ideas and practice
from the nineteenth century to the present, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016, pp. 91–120.
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national, ethnic, and religious boundaries. Born in Malaga, Blanco was a slave trader who
operated from the mouth of the Gallinas river (in today’s Sierra Leone), where he had estab-
lished a ‘factory’ called Lomboko. From this base, he formed a partnership with a local chief
named Siaka, whose daughter he married, with the aim of supplying slaves to the Spanish
colonies of Cuba and Puerto Rico, but also to Trinidad and the American South.60 His and
many other examples illustrate the persistence of the slave trade in the nineteenth century,
regardless of the trade’s formal legal abolition. They reveal the important role that a multi-
national range of individuals played in financing and laundering the benefits obtained through
this illegal trade, as John A. E. Harris has recently examined.61

Another nexus in global slavery was the traffic in Chinese workers, commonly referred to
as ‘coolies’. In the 1840s, Spanish agents established a recruiting station in the Portuguese
enclave ofMacau in South China, with the aim of sending labour to the Americas. Catalan and
Basque trading firms, such as the Zulueta family, became central in directing Chinese workers
to the ports of Callao andHavana.62 It has been estimated that around 220,000 coolies arrived
in Peru and Cuba between 1850 and the late 1880s, in the face of the increasing difficulty of
obtaining slaves.63 The fate of coolies became entwined with that of other ethnic groups, who
also ended up in the Spanish Caribbean. In Cuba, for instance, coolies shared tasks with black
Africans, who were brought to the island through the illegal slave trade.64

In the case of Peru, coolie workers mixed with natives and African slaves, who were less
numerous in the Andean countries than they were in the Caribbean Basin and Brazil, and, later
on, with European and Asian immigrants, who started migrating legally to Peru at the end of
the nineteenth century.65 Labourers were needed to work on extracting guano and in sugar
estates, the two most profitable activities of the newly independent country, while native
Peruvians refused such work because they did not find it profitable enough.66 The flow of
Chinese labourers provides the opportunity to study a community whose involvement in

60 Stephen Jacobson, ‘Empires and colonies’, in Adrian Shubert and José Álvarez Junco, eds., The history of
modern Spain: chronologies, themes, individuals, London: Bloomsbury, 2017, p. 208; Josef Kaifala, Free
slaves, Freetown, and the Sierra Leonean civil war, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017, pp. 19 and 122;
Bronwen Everill, Abolition and empire in Sierra Leone and Liberia, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014,
pp. 1–13.

61 John A. E. Harris, ‘Circuits of wealth, circuits of sorrow: financing the illegal transatlantic slave trade in the
age of suppression, 1850–66’, Journal of Global History, 11, 3, 2016, pp. 409–29. See also Martin Rodrigo,
‘Spanish merchants and the slave trade: from legality to illegality, 1814–1870’, in Fradera and Schmidt-
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Temple University Press, 2008, p. 16.
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economic activities across very diverse territories touches on important issues, such as the
boundaries between contract labour and slavery, as Jürgen Osterhammel has suggested.67

Moreover, the pressing need to find alternative sources of labour for Cuban plantations
encouraged the Spanish authorities to participate in new colonial adventures in Southeast Asia.
On the pretext of the killing of two Spanish missionaries, in 1857 France and Spain embarked
on a punitive expedition in Cochinchina (Nguyen Vietnam), which lasted until 1862. From the
French perspective, this intervention was primarily motivated by the desire of Napoleon III to
increase France’s standing as a colonial power, and open the Southeast Asian market to French
economic interests.68 In contrast, the aims behind Spain’s participation have largely gone
unnoticed. No doubt, these were more modest, and partly reflected attempts to increase Spain’s
prestige in the international arena. Yet, in addition, there were more prosaic concerns: the
increasing difficulties in obtaining slaves from Black Africa led the Spanish authorities to look
at Asia as a potential, untapped, source to fulfil the demand for labour from the sugar plan-
tations in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Shortly after the peace treaty was signed, a royal decree was
issued in 1864, authorizing the introduction of Vietnamese workers into the Caribbean.69

All this reveals the decisive importance that Cuba and Puerto Rico had on Spain’s mid-
nineteenth-century international policy. The economic needs of these two colonies became a
powerful stimulus for themicro-militarist expeditions that Spain undertook inAmerica, Africa, and
Asia in the mid nineteenth century.70 Indeed, the Caribbean colonies, by order of the authorities in
Madrid, covered many of the costs incurred, as William Clarence-Smith has shown.71 Further-
more, the shadow of the two ‘sugar islands’was felt in Spain too, and one cannot fully comprehend
the demise of the Democratic Sexennium (1868–74), or the Bourbon Restoration (1874–1923),
without considering the pressure exerted by Cuban plantation elites for a pro-slavery regime in
Spain.72 The metropolis thus remained the indisputable centre of political power, but many of its
decisions – in America, Africa, and Asia, and also in Spain itself – were qualified in Havana.

Migration is a second crucial topic for which the Spanish case sheds new light on the
understanding of global human mobility. As the primary destination for thousands of Spanish
immigrants, Argentina has received much scholarly attention. One interesting example of the
close bonds that linked the two countries took place in 1905. Suffering desperately from an
agricultural crisis, the municipal authorities of Boada, a town of 1,146 inhabitants near
Salamanca, sent a letter to the Argentinian president, Manuel Quintana, offering that the town’s
whole population would emigrate en bloc, municipal authorities included, if Argentina would
admit them and provide the means. The example of Boada, so illustrative of the severity of the
agricultural crisis in fin-de-siècle Spain, reflects the advantages of an approach that examines
connectionswith other parts of the Atlantic world.73 The case of Galicianmigrant associations in

67 Osterhammel, Transformation, pp. 160–4.
68 Christopher E. Goscha, The Penguin history of modern Vietnam, London: Allen Lane, 2016, p. 35.
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70 See above, p. 436.
71 Clarence-Smith, ‘Economic dynamics’, p. 74.
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Andrés Blanco Rodríguez and Sergio Riesco Roche, ‘La emigración exterior castellano–leonesa durante el
siglo XX’, in Juan Andrés Blanco Rodríguez, ed., Zamora y Castilla y León en las migraciones españolas,
Zamora: UNED, 2003, pp. 77–111.
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Latin America is another example. The historian Xosé M. Núñez Seixas has shown how these
associations can be looked at as a valuable laboratory, in which the complex processes that form
hybrid identities can be studied.74

In a similar vein, historians have directed their attention to North Africa, in order to uncover
alternative patterns of migration. Thousands of impoverished farmers from south-eastern Spain
moved to Algeria from the 1830s, such that ‘at the end of the nineteenth century…more Spanish
than French lived in certain départements of Algeria’.75 These patterns of migration, however, did
not always align with the interests of Spanish political authorities, who actively sought to redirect
migration flows towards Morocco, which at the time was regarded as the ‘natural’ destination
for Spanish colonial expansion.76 Migration therefore represents another area where Africa
and the Americas are attracting attention in the writing of modern Spanish history from a
transnational perspective. At the same time, the massive flows of population that were involved
reveal another facet of the global ‘mobilities’ that characterized the nineteenth century.77

Spain not only exported large numbers of migrants abroad but also became a stopping
point for ethnic minorities following global circuits of migration. For instance, coastal Spanish
towns became a transit point for the Syro-Lebanese diaspora seeking to cross the Atlantic.
Yusuf Bey, for example, the Ottoman consul in Barcelona, complained of Lebanese migrants
who wandered and begged the streets in torn clothes, spreading stories of massacres of
Christians committed byMuslims in the Near East.78 In great numbers, these migrants reached
Latin America in steamships departing from French and Spanish ports. They also travelled to
the West African coast, from where they were sometimes sent back to Europe. In 1905, for
instance, the government of French Guinea deported to Tenerife eleven Syrians who had dis-
embarked in Conakry without proof of identity. This shows that, in addition to entering the
Americas in their millions, these migrants also reached western Europe and West Africa.79

Likewise, Jewish migration became an important issue in nineteenth-century Spain, espe-
cially because of the way in which Spanish liberals had to come to terms with the expulsion of
Jews from Spain back in 1492. From 1868 on, hundreds of Sephardim obtained Spanish
citizenship. Later on, when the fourth centenary of the Jews’ expulsion was commemorated in
1892, Spanish liberals started a campaign to return citizenship to Sephardic Jewish descen-
dants (the so-called Ladinos). At that time, Spanish scholars visiting Salonica were astonished
to find something akin to medieval Iberia flourishing under the Ottoman rule of Sultan Abdul
Hamid II.80 Indeed, when Greek forces conquered this town in 1912, thousands of Sephardic
Jews preferred to emigrate and apply for different citizenships, above all Spanish, although
those who benefitted the most from Spain’s open-door naturalization process were Sephardic
Jews from Morocco.81

74 Xosé M. Núñez Seixas, ‘Migrant associations: the Spanish transatlantic experience, 1870–1970’, Social
History, 41, 2, 2016, pp. 136–54.

75 Osterhammel, Transformation, p. 130. See also Juan Bautista Vilar, Los españoles en la Argelia francesa,
Madrid: CSIC, 1989.

76 Dalmau, Press.
77 Osterhammel, Transformation, ch. 4.
78 Quoted in Andrew Arsan, Interlopers of empire: the Lebanese diaspora in colonial French West Africa,

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014, p. 29.
79 Ibid., p. 48.
80 Mark Mazower, Salonica, city of ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews, 1430–1950, New York: Vintage

Books, 2004, pp. 51 and 63.
81 Maite Ojeda-Mata,Modern Spain and the Sephardim: legitimizing identities, Lanham,MD: Lexington Books,

2017, p. 114.
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Connected markets and commodities
Along with the movement of people, trade in the territories under Spanish sovereignty provides
another important dimension in the connected history approach. As the world’s foremost
sugar producer, Cuba exerted significant influence over the Spanish political economy, and its
policies concerning slavery and slave trade, while it supplied the most important markets of
Europe and the Americas.82 The sugar exports from Cuba to the United States rocketed in the
mid nineteenth century, to the point that the US became the most important market for this
product (from 17% in 1840 to 91% in 1894). Spanish demand, in contrast, remained extre-
mely low during the same period (comprising 10% and 2% of Cuban orders respectively),
despite the introduction of highly protectionist tariffs. This situation became so untenable that
the tension between Cuban producers and Spanish authorities fuelled Spanish fears of a future
annexation of Cuba by the United States.83

Cotton is yet another example of a rawmaterial whose production involved a dense network of
Atlantic connections. Much of the industrialization of Catalonia can be traced back to this single
commodity.84 The United States, via Cuba and Puerto Rico, became the main cotton supplier for
Catalan mills in the nineteenth century, but the American Civil War (1861–65) cut off the supply,
with severe effects for Spanish industry.85One nefarious outcomewas the so-called ‘cotton hunger’
(fam de cotó), which severely affectedCatalan textile production, and, indirectly, the entire Spanish
political system.86 The constant efforts by national authorities to introduce protectionist policies
that would enable them to maintain the Caribbean territories as privileged suppliers for the
metropolis failed to attain their objective. This made the Catalan example a manifestation of what
Sven Beckert has called ‘the empire of cotton’, connecting the globe beyond political boundaries.87

The impact of inter-imperial competition and the reshaping of global markets for raw cotton were
also felt elsewhere, as the Indian uprising of 1857 and the Egyptian rebellions of the second half of
the nineteenth century clearly demonstrate.88 This is why not only connections between Spain and
the Caribbean but also entanglements with North America and Asia should be examined in order
to fully grasp the complexities of the historical processes at work.

The Philippines presents another case where the imbricated nature of global commodities,
together with Spain’s presence in Asia, can be examined. The characteristics of this colony
differed greatly from Spain’s possessions in the Caribbean, as did the policies of the metro-
politan authorities. In contrast to the protected character of the markets in Cuba and Puerto

82 Schmidt-Nowara, Empire; Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, ‘National economy and Atlantic slavery: pro-
tectionism and resistance to abolitionism in Spain and the Antilles, 1854–1874’,Hispanic AmericanHistorical
Review, 78, 4, 1998, pp. 603–29.

83 Schmidt-Nowara, Empire, pp. 5–6.
84 J. K. J. Thomson, ‘Explaining the “take-off” of the Catalan cotton industry’, Economic History Review, 58, 4,

2005, pp. 701–35.
85 Pere Pascual, Agricultura i industrialització a la Catalunya del segle XIX: formació i desestructuració d’un

sistema econòmic, Barcelona: Crítica, 1990, pp. 183–95; Josep M. Fradera, Indústria i mercat: les bases
comercials de la indústria catalana moderna (1814–1845), Barcelona: Crítica, 1987.

86 Gabriel Tortella, The development of modern Spain: an economic history of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000, p. 123.

87 Sven Beckert, Empire of cotton: a global history, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014, p. 19. See also Giorgio
Riello, Cotton: the fabric that made the modern world, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013.

88 Marina Carter and Crispin Bates, ‘Empire and locality: a global dimension to the 1857 Indian Uprising’,
Journal of Global History, 5, 1, 2010, pp. 51–73; Zeinab Abul-Magd, ‘Rebellion in the time of cholera: failed
empire, unfinished nation in Egypt, 1840–1920’, Journal of World History, 21, 4, 2010, pp. 691–719.
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Rico, from the late eighteenth century those of the Philippines were progressively opened to
international trade, and numerous British, German, and US firms set up shop in Manila.89

The growing hostility from the British and the Dutch, and the collapse of the Manila Galleon
in 1815 (that is, the trans-Pacific route that for more than two centuries had linked the Philippines
toMexico), convinced Spain that liberalizing the economywas the only formula that would allow
it to preserve its remote possessions.90 While these measures illustrate the capacity of empires to
adjust to changing scenarios, the change in colonial policies also led to new commercial oppor-
tunities. For instance, employees of the Spanish Royal Philippine Company created joint ventures
with British companies during the boom of the opium trade, in the 1810s and 1820s. The geo-
graphical proximity of the Philippines to China, abundant capital, and the ability to fly the
Spanish flag, which gave ships access to advantageous ports such as Macau, were some of the
benefits that British merchants found in the Philippines. This led them to enter into partnerships
with Spanish merchants, most of whom were of Basque origin.91

Another example is tobacco. In 1781, Spanish authorities imposed a monopoly on mar-
keting the product, with the aim of financing the colonial administration in the Philippines
through local sales. However, the arrival of British and American companies in the early
nineteenth century coincided with a boom in consumption throughout Asia and the Pacific.
From that time, ‘exports of Filipino tobacco leaf and hand-rolled tobacco products began to
flow to markets in Australia, California, Singapore, Hong Kong, and southern China, as well
as to Spain’. In fact, the consumption of ‘Luzon tobacco’ became a distinguishing trait of well-
off sectors in Canton.92 The examples of opium and tobacco thus show that, even when Spain’s
presence in Southeast Asia was marginal, its jurisdiction over the Philippines opened many
opportunities for business through trans-imperial and transnational cooperation.93

Intercultural dialogues in the making of national
identities
Few topics in modern Spanish history have attracted as much interest as the forging of national
identities. The number of works devoted to the topic is immense, and a stream of new pub-
lications continues to feed the debate. Paradoxically, this ongoing interest in re-examining
collective identities has not resulted in any serious attempts to introduce international and
transnational spaces into the analysis. Even in the most influential works, Spanish modern
identity continues to be confined to the nation-state.94 This is the result, in part, of an ingrained

89 JosepM. Fradera, ‘The historical origins of the Philippine economy: a survey of recent research of the Spanish
colonial era’, Australian Economic History Review, 44, 3, 2004, pp. 307–20; Wigan Salazar, ‘British and
German passivity in the face of the Spanish neo-mercantilist resurgence in the Philippines, c. 1883–1898’,
Itinerario, 21, 2, 1997, pp. 125–53.

90 Josep M. Fradera, ‘Historical origins’; Benito J. Legarda, After the galleons: foreign trade, economic change
and entrepreneurship in the nineteenth-century Philippines, Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press,
1999.

91 Ander Permanyer-Ugartemendia, ‘Opium after the Manila Galleon: the Spanish involvement in the opium
economy in East Asia (1815–1830)’, Investigaciones de Historia Económica, 10, 2014, pp. 155–64.

92 Carol Benedict, Golden-silk smoke: a history of tobacco in China, 1550–2010, Berkeley, CA: University of
California Press, 2011, p. 134.

93 Volker Barth and Roland Cvetkovski, eds., Imperial co-operation and transfer, 1870–1930: empires and
encounters, London: Bloomsbury, 2015.

94 José Álvarez Junco, Mater dolorosa: la idea de España en el siglo XIX, Madrid: Taurus, 2001.
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habit that sees the state as the predominant, if not the sole, agent in ‘inventing’ the nation,
neglecting the crucial role that imperial and global interconnections also played in the process.

Indeed, national identities were not shaped within closed borders, nor were they simply
built upon the ruins of decaying empires. Rather, they were the product of cultural transfers,
re-adaptation, and opposition to other political communities, in a context of imperial recon-
figuration and global interconnections.95 All these elements were tightly knitted together in
modern Spain, a product of its condition as a contact zone between Europe, Africa, and the
American continent.

Over the nineteenth century, liberal governments staged several military expeditions in
North Africa, during which Moroccans were portrayed as the ‘Other’ against which Spanish
identity could be readjusted or formulated.96 This is only one side of the story, however. On
other occasions, themes and notions associated with Africa also exerted a powerful attraction
on Spanish cultural and political elites, and became recurrent elements in national narratives. A
wide range of cultural productions (paintings, writings, and songs) evoked the Muslim pre-
sence in the Iberian Peninsula during the Middle Ages with unabashed nostalgia, and fed the
fantasy of a ‘blood brotherhood’ that linked the lands between the Pyrenees and the Atlas
mountains.97

America also featured prominently in Spain’s national imaginary, though in a contra-
dictory manner. Hence, the discovery and conquest of the Americas in the early modern period
became a central element in explaining Spain’s status in the world.98 In contrast, the legacy left
by Spain’s nineteenth-century imperial past is much less clear, mostly because the historio-
graphies of colonialism and nationalism have not merged into a single narrative. This situation
is in direct contrast to other countries with a less tangible imperial past, such as Germany and
Italy, where postcolonial approaches have contributed to a thorough redefinition of the study
of identity.99 Fortunately, in Spain as well, some authors have actively argued in favour of
‘bringing the empire back in’.100

Moreover, this process often transcended the imperial framework, and was influenced by a
myriad of connections and exchanges that circulated on a global scale. For instance, the leg-
islative framework that England and France designed to rule their overseas colonies directly
influenced the way that Spain sought to re-order its empire, after the loss of the continental

95 McCoy, Fradera, and Jacobson, Endless empire; Stefan Berger and Alexei Miller, eds., Nationalizing
empires, Budapest: Central European University Press, 2014.

96 Xosé M. Núñez Seixas and Francisco Sevillano Calero, eds., Los enemigos de España: imagen del otro,
conflictos bélicos, y disputas nacionales (siglos XVI–XX), Madrid: CEPC, 2010.

97 SusanMartin-Vázquez,Disorientations: Spanish colonialism in Africa and the performance of identity, New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2008; Patricia Hertel, The crescent remembered: Islam and nationalism
on the Iberian Peninsula, Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2016; Ferrán Archilés, ‘Piel moruna, piel
imperial: imperialismo, nación, y género en la España de la Restauración (c. 1880–1909)’, Mélanges de la
Casa de Velázquez, 42, 2, 2012, pp. 37–54.

98 See, for instance, the classic works of John H. Elliott, Imperial Spain, 1469–1716, London: Penguin Books,
1970; Henry Kamen, Spain’s road to empire: the making of a world power, 1492–1763, New York:
HarperCollins, 2003.

99 Conrad, Globalisation; Michael Perraudin and Jürgen Zimmerer, eds., German colonialism and national
identity, New York: Routledge, 2011; Giusepe Finaldi, Italian national identity in the scramble for Africa:
Italy’s African wars in the era of nation-building, New York: Peter Lang, 2009.

100 See Schmidt-Nowara,Conquest of history; JosepM. Fradera, La nación imperial: derechos, representación y
ciudadanía en los imperios de Gran Bretaña, Francia, España, y Estados Unidos, 1750–1918, Barcelona:
Edhasa, 2015; Xosé-Manoel Núñez Seixas, ‘Nation-building and regional integration’, in Berger andMiller,
Nationalizing empires; Alda Blanco, Cultura y conciencia imperial en la España del siglo XIX, Valencia:
PUV, 2012.
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American territories in the 1820s.101 Likewise, progressive Spanish elites of the late nineteenth
century saw the United States as a model of modernity, in the form of republicanism, demo-
cratic rights, and technological innovation. The US Constitution influenced one of the most
radical documents in Spain’s legal history, the Constitution of 1869.102

Yet the entanglements between the two countries were far more complex than a simple
clash between tradition and progress, and they travelled in both directions. In California, for
instance, the opening of the Panama Canal provided an opportunity for the elites to invent a
Hispanic identity within the United States. The historical raw material on which the myth was
based lay in Spain’s well-known imperial legacy. The early modern explorer Vasco Núñez de
Balboa (1475–1519) was portrayed as the founding father of a region then seeking to find a
place for itself in a country dominated by the Protestant and Anglo-Saxon traditions of the East
Coast.103 For decades afterwards, a romantic imaginary of Spain, populated with flamenco
dancers, gypsies, and rural bandits, fascinated North American audiences.104

The upsurge in orientalist images about Spain following the opening of the Panama Canal
was not new, however. A similar imaginary had already captivated European travellers and
writers in the mid nineteenth century.105 Yet Spanish elites did not simply observe passively
while such myths were created and reformulated; they reacted by elaborating a new national
discourse of their own that combined tradition with modernity under the constraints that they
faced.106 In contrast to state-centred perspectives, the above-mentioned examples show that
any understanding of the Spanish nation-building process that does not take into account the
European or American imaginaries of Spain, as well as the reactions of local actors to them, is,
by state-of-the-art standards, woefully incomplete.

Conclusion
What can nineteenth-century Spain bring to the field of global history? In this article, we have
argued that the Spanish case, often neglected in international scholarship, could provide new
angles of analysis. Its scant presence in key contributions, such as those of C. A. Bayly and
JürgenOsterhammel, should be amended. Contrary to the common tendency to consider Spain
as a decaying power, we have briefly shown, through different topics and themes, how the
country was deeply engaged within a wide set of global connections. Therefore, the globe, and
not just the Iberian Peninsula, should be considered when writing modern Spanish history.

This approach implies an alternative understanding of modern Spanish history. Rather
than providing empirical analysis, our aim in this article has been to advocate a new research
agenda, in the light of recent scholarship. We believe that tracing connections and entangle-
ments will reveal the extent to which Spain served as a contact zone between Europe, America,

101 Fradera, La nación imperial.
102 Kate Ferris, Imagining ‘America’ in late nineteenth century Spain, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2016, p. 70.
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of Illinois Press, 2002; Richard Kagan, ‘The Spanish craze in the United States: cultural entitlement and the
appropriation of Spain’s cultural patrimony, ca. 1890–ca. 1930’, Revista Complutense de Historia de
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Africa, and Asia. Beyond its condition as a nation-state, we have argued in favour of ‘decen-
tring’ the country, to use the expression coined by Natalie Zemon Davis. National histories
should be situated in a wider scope, where ‘plural voices [are taken] into the account’.107

In other words, writing connected history implies ‘decentring’ the units that usually form
the core of the analysis. As the concept of Europe seems to change ‘from solid to gas state’when
integrated into global interactions, according to Kris Manjapra, so does the case of Spain.108

The country is released from its territorial attachment to the Iberian Peninsula, and even to
Europe, if the connections and entanglements with distant territories are brought to the fore-
front of the analysis. The range of topics in global history that would be enriched by integrating
Spanish history is immense. In this article, we have dealt with a set of examples that illustrate
the potential that this approach encapsulates. Ultimately, all these considerations imply
rethinking the very concept of ‘Spain’, and merging it into the field of global history.
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