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Problems of motivation haunt the ecclesiastical historian, for 'religious' 
motivation can be overwhelmingly irrational, its manifestations 
ambiguous, and hypocrisy and self-deception are proverbially found 
in their most extreme form in the religious context. Further, since 
the religion of an age inevitably takes forms which reflect the 
economic and social climate of the times, by what standards should we 
attempt to judge, if at all? Is religion some pure essence, defined by us, 
or should we accept the interpretations of the average conformist 
minds of the day? There are too the problems posed by recent 
sociological analysis of religious phenomena, and of the conditions, 
milieux and groupings in which they flourish and decline. These 
fundamental questions are the concern of the wide range of papers 
which comprise this volume. The emperor Constantine, more 
spiritually-aware than 'the late, illiberal Augustine', the Seven Bishops, 
the eighteenth-century French episcopate, and Gladstone, 'earnest for 
the cause of Christ', are the subjects of major studies. The consideration 
of the collapse of convivencia in later medieval Spain, Luther's 'tower-
experience', and the relations of Anglicans and Orthodox in the 
age of Laud and Lucaris comprise others. One series of papers focusses 
on the inter-relationships of medieval patrons and their proteges; 
another on the problems of proselytism, ranging from catholic 
activity in Stuart and Georgian England to nineteenth-century evan­
gelism, revivalism and missionary enterprise ;two other papers consider 
Barth, Dibelius and Bonhoeffer; in two more the theory of an 
equestris ordo is nicely contrasted with practice in the career of Reynald 
of Chatillon, while the conditioning effect of political influences 
at later periods is exemplified in studies of Cromwell's major-generals 
and 'the' Athanasius of Irish presbyterianism'. Ecumenical initiatives 
are considered in their contemporary context and in the seventeenth-
century career of De Dominis, while papers on twelfth-century 
authors, orthodox eccentrics and schoolmen, and later medieval 
spirituals and flagellants reveal parallels to, and suggest comparisons 
with, the contemporary sects studied in the final paper, for whom 
too 'what is true is good and beneficial'. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


Studies in Church History 

15 

RELIGIOUS MOTIVATION: 
BIOGRAPHICAL AND 

SOCIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS 
FOR THE 

CHURCH HISTORIAN 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


RELIGIOUS MOTIVATION: 
BIOGRAPHICAL AND 

SOCIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS FOR 
THE CHURCH HISTORIAN 

PAPERS READ AT 

THE SIXTEENTH SUMMER MEETING AND 

THE SEVENTEENTH WINTER MEETING 

OF THE 

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

EDITED BY 

DEREK BAKER 

PUBLISHED FOR 

THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
BY 

BASIL BLACKWELL • O X F O R D 

1978 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


© Ecclesiastical History Society 1978 

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior permission of the Ecclesiastical 
History Society, which may be obtained from the editor. 

ISBN o 631 19250 6 

Printed in Great Britain 
by Crampton & Sons Ltd, Sawston, Cambridge 

IV 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


CONTENTS 

Preface page v 

List of contributors xi 

Introduction xv 

Conversion in Constantine the Great i 
HENRY C H A D W I C K 

Herluin abbot of Bee and his biographer 15 
CHRISTOPHER H A R P E R - B I L L 

A change of mind in some scholars of die eleventh and 
early twelfth centuries 27 

GILLIAN R. E V A N S 

Popular piety in the Lodevois in the early twelfth century: 
the case of Pons de Leras 39 

DEREK BAKER 

The motives of the cathars; some reflections 49 
M. D . LAMBERT 

Timeo barones et donas ferentes 61 
EMMA M A S O N 

Religious and secular motives for some English monastic 
foundations 77 

R I C H A R D MORTIMER 

Equestris or do: chivalry as a vocation in the twelfth 
century 87 

COLIN MORRIS 

The elephant of Christ, Reynald of Chatillon 97 
BERNARD H A M I L T O N 

Religious motivation in the biography of Hubert de Burgh 109 
FRED A. CAZEL, j r . 

Christians, Jews and Muslims in the same society: the 
fall of convivencia in medieval Spain 121 

ROGER HIGHFIELD 

Vll 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


C O N T E N T S 

The flagellant movement and flagellant confraternities 
in central Italy 1260-1400 147 

JOHN HENDERSON 

Poverty and politics: the motivation of fourteenth-century 
Franciscan reform in Italy 161 

DUNCAN NIMMO 

Some statistics of religious motivation 179 
JOAN G. GRBATREX 

The problem of Luther's 'tower-experience' and its place in 
his intellectual development 187 

W. D. J. CARGILL THOMPSON 

The church of England and the Greek church in the time 
of Charles I 213 

HUGH TREVOR-ROPER 

The peregrinations of Marco Antonio de Dominis 1616-24 241 
W. B. PATTERSON 

The religious motivation of Cromwell's major-generals 259 
ANTHONY FLETCHER 

The seven bishops: a reconsideration 267 
G. V. BENNETT 

'Poor protestant flies': conversions to Catholicism in 
early eighteenth-century England 289 

EAMON DUFFY 

Aristocratic vocations: the bishops of France in the 
eighteenth century 305 

JOHN MCMANNERS 

Assessing nineteenth-century missionary motivation: some 
considerations of theory and method 327 

STUART PIGGIN 

Black Europeans, white Africans: some missionary motives in 
west Africa 339 

A. F. WALLS 

viii 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822


C O N T E N T S 

Late nineteenth-century anglican missionary expansion: a 
consideration of some non-anglican sources of inspiration 349 

ANDREW PORTER 

Dr Henry Cooke: the Athanasius of Irish presbyterianism 367 
R. F. G. HOLMES 

The failures of success: working class evangelists in early 
Victorian Birmingham 381 

GEOFFREY ROBSON 

The religious revival of 1857-8 in the United States 393 
RICHARD CARWARDINE 

'The only true friend': ritualist concepts of priestly 
vocation 407 

W. N. YATES 

Gladstone, Vaticanism and the question of the east 417 
H. C. O. MATTHEW 

Otto Dibelius: a missing piece in the puzzle of 
Dietrich BonhoefFer? 443 

HADDON WILLMER 

The socialist commitment in Karl Barth 453 
W. R. WARD 

Theological and sociological approaches to the motivation of 
the ecumenical movement 467 

DAVID M. THOMPSON 

Becoming a sectarian: motivation and commitment 481 
BRYAN R. WILSON 

Abbreviations 507 

IX 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400008822



