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Cover Forest ecosystems are rich in biodiversity and provide valuable 
ecosystem services, but are declining worldwide. Malus niedzwetzkyana, 
an Endangered wild relative of domesticated apples, is an important 
component of the walnut–fruit forests of Central Asia. Its iconic pink 
blossom and genetic properties give it special cultural and scientific 
significance, but livestock grazing and firewood collection threaten 
its survival. Population enhancement is required, in combination with 
increased protection of individuals in pristine sites. For further details, 
see pp. 415–423. (Photograph © Katerina Mashkevych/Shutterstock).
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