FOREWORD

After 38 years, the radiocarbon community returned to Groningen to hold its 16th International
Radiocarbon Conference. It is the unfortunate but natural course of life that more and more members
of the “old gang” are no longer with us, either by retirement or by their sad decease. The old spirit,
however, is still there and many young and active scientists have succeeded their predecessors. The
changing composition of the conference participants was particularly evident in the shift from North
American attendance to participation from Eastern Europe and Asia, a development already notice-
able in Glasgow. Thanks to generous donations by a number of 14C laboratories, the financial prob-
lems of many colleagues from these countries could to a large extent be solved; 39 participants were
subsidized, primarily students and colleagues from countries with currency problems.

The conference featured a total of 245 registered participants and 22 registered accompanying per-
sons. A grand total of 216 abstracts were submitted. Of these, only a maximum of 57 could be admit-
ted to oral presentation since the organizers decided against parallel sessions; 149 papers were simul-
taneously exhibited as posters during the entire week and presented at special poster sessions. Only
a few papers were cancelled at the last minute. For the selection procedure we had the valuable
advice of the members of the Scientific Advisory Committee. Final decisions were made primarily
on the basis of the suitability of the contributions for either type of presentation, rather than consid-
ering the potential impact of the paper (contrary to the general impression).

Finally, the conference proceedings contain 111 accepted papers, their selection assisted by the
invaluable help of many colleagues in reviewing the manuscripts. The editors took great effort to
carefully and conscientiously exercise their responsibility to have as many papers published as pos-
sible, at the same time maintaining the standards of RADIOCARBON and the previous international
conferences. The editors took pride in editing the relatively large number of manuscripts from col-
leagues with less experience in publishing in the English language.

Some papers needed more additional attention than was available in the strict schedule of publication
within one year after the conference. Some papers were directed to a regular issue of RADIOCARBON;
the dendrochronological calibration papers have been diverted to a special Calibration Issue
expected to appear later in 1998.

We have chosen to publish the proceedings “within one year after the conference”. This put pressure
especially on the reviewers (the authors are used to writing their papers at the last minute anyway).
However, we know that the community itself will be the first to benefit. The scientific editors want
to express their high appreciation for the skills and devotion of the RADIOCARBON staff editors in Tuc-
son, David and Kim, with whom they had such frequent, efficient and pleasant cooperation and who
managed to replace Renee so well.

At the Groningen Centre for Isotope Research the conference will be long remembered, especially
by one of the organizers who almost at the same time celebrated the end of his career. His part-time
early retirement allowed the institute the organization of such an event, which otherwise could not
have been realized. Also essential were the devotion of the entire staff of the laboratory, especially
shortly before and during the conference, something truly heartwarming for the organization com-
mittee.

A final thanks to the radiocarbon community for trusting us before, making our life easy during, and
obeying our rules after the conference, but primarily for being there in June 1997. For us, it was a
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tremendous pleasure and we hope that our friends in Jerusalem will have the same experience in the
year 2000.

Wim Mook
Hans van der Plicht
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The 17th International Radiocarbon Conference has been scheduled for June 18-23, 2000, outside
of Jerusalem, Israel. Please see the full-page announcement at the back of this issue for full details.
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