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Industrial Studies Undertaken at
Smith College

From Smith College word comes, to the Business Historical Society,
of a new series of studies to be made in the field of business and eco-
nomic history. Concerning this project the director, Dr. Esther
Lowenthal, professor of economics at Smith College, notes in The
Smith Alumnae for November, 1932:

In the spring of 1932 the College received a gift which makes it possible
to undertake a series of industrial studies of our part of the Connecticut
Valley. The Department of Economics has for some time past been long-
ing for the opportunity to record and study the economic history which is
being made and being lost in its neighborhood. Now through the gen-
erosity of an anonymous donor we have been enabled by the appointment
of an assistant director, a fellow, and a scholar to make a modest beginning
in this important work. . . .

The assistant-director, Miss Katharine Lumpkin, Ph.D. of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, has undertaken the task of “contacts” — that is, of
interesting business leaders in our enterprise. She has already made some
headway and hopes eventually to make a survey and record of all the ma-
terials for business history here available. The fellow and the scholar, and
a succession of them, will, we hope, work over the records and prepare a
series of monographs.

It is evident that New England is facing a special crisis within the na-
tional one. One of the questions which any observer must ask is why mills
go south, or, in some cases, west. To get an answer more exact than the
“wages and taxes” of general conversation is part of our aim. A further
question, to mention merely one more of the many which present them-
selves, is what happens to the towns when the mills close down. To seize
the facts while they are fresh will do much to make the course of industrial
development clear. . . .

In Memoviam

THE Society deeply regrets the loss of one of its members, Herbert
N. Straus, who died at his home in New York on April fifth. He
was the youngest of the three famous Straus brothers. He was vice-
president of R. H. Macy and Company of New York and president
of the Bamberger store of Newark. Mr. Straus was a graduate of
Harvard in the class of 1903. During the war, he became a member
of the Hoover food administration in Washington, and later, served
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as controller of the war trade board. Jointly with his brothers he
participated in the gift to Harvard College of one of its dormitories,
in memory of their father. The three brothers also endowed a pro-
fessorship at the Harvard Graduate School of Business Adminis-
tration. Mr. Straus has been a member of the Business Historical
Society since its organization in 1926.

Secretary’s Column
AcCQUISITIONS

Since the publication of the last Bulletin the Society has received
and gratefully acknowledges the following acquisitions:

From Edward S. Adams, Fall River, Massachusetts: Frederick M. Peck
and Henry H. Earl, Fall River and Its Industries, 1877; William Mc-
Murtrie, E.M., Ph.D., Report upon an Examination of Wool and Other
Animal Fibers, 1886.

From John K. Wright, Librarian, American Geographical Society, New
York City: American Geographical Society, Special Publication No. 16,
New England's Prospect 1933.

From W. M. Steuart, Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C.:
Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930: Unemployment, Vol. 11,
General Report; Agriculture, Vol. I11, Parts 2 and 3; Drainage of Agri-
cultural Lands; Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.

From Paul Jones, President, Commonwealth Shoe & Leather Company,
Whitman, Massachusetts: Historical material received from the estate
of the late Charles H. Jones, as follows: Court records and supplemen-
tary records relative to the United Shoe Machinery Company litigation,
1911-1916; official stenographic record of the Proceedings of the New
England Railroad Committee, 1930, and its Report to the Governors of the
New England States, 1931; original data and correspondence relating to
the tariff on hides, leather, boots and shoes, etc.; miscellaneous trade and
economic publications; miscellaneous costs data, 19001903, inclusive.

From Mrs. Edith F. Greenwood, Bangor, Maine: three account books of
Silas C. Hatch, Bangor, Maine, 1845-1864.

From Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minnesota: Minnesota State
Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1878-9; Minnesota, Dakota and Montana
Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1884-1885, 1888-1889, and 1892-1893.

From The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company, Newark, New Jersey:
John E. Rosser, The Mirrors of Selling Street, 1923; Dr. Frederick L.
Hoffman, Life Insurance Progress, Methods and Results, 19225 Earl G.
Manning, The Element of Safety in Life Incomes, 1921; Carl Richard
Greer, The Buckeye Book of Direct Advertising, 1925; The Dartnell Direct

https://doi.org/10.1017/50007680500020018 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500020018

