JSEAS SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS SERIES

The following publications are currently available from Singapore University Press under the
Special Publications Series of the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies:

SP-1. ‘The Tragedy of Wanit’: A Japanese Account of Wartime Thai Politics. By Benjamin A.
Batson and Shimizu Hajime.

‘The Tragedy of Wanit’ is a memoir of Thai politics at the outbreak of the Pacific War, written
in the 1950s by Asada Shunsuke, a senior Japanese diplomat serving in Bangkok during the critical
pre-war period. The central figure is Wanit Pananon, a confidant of Thai Prime Minister Phibun
and, until his arrest and death in mysterious circumstances in early 1944, a key figure in Thai-
Japanese relations. Asada’s memoir is published both in Japanese and in an edited English translation,
together with an introduction by Benjamin A. Batson and Shimizu Hajime which explains the
historical context and discusses some of the implications of Asada’s work.

1990, hb (US$23)* and pb (US$15)*, bibliography, index, text in English and Japanese, 148 pages.

SP-2. A Vietnamese Scholar in Anguish: Nguyén Khuyén and the Decline of the Confucian Order,
1884-1909. By Tran My-Van.

Nguyén Khuyén was a senior Mandarin in Vietnam when the French established colonial control
over the country. Around 1884 he withdrew from public life, returning to his ancestral village
where he worked as a farmer and wrote trenchant poetry commenting on social life in Vietnam.
This literary work reflects his feeling of anguish as he watched the decline of traditional mores,
and it provides poignant insights into Vietnamese life during this period of change. The text
includes translations of a number of Nguy&n Khuyén’s poems, and appendices reproduce his work
both in the Romanized Vietnamese script and in Chinese characters.

1991, pb (US$15)*, bibliography, index, text in English and Vietnamese, 163 pages.

SP-3. Malaya and Singapore During the Japanese Occupation. Edited by Paul H. Kratoska.
The five pieces which make up this collection examine the experiences of the Malayan population
under Japanese Occupation between early 1942 and August 1945. Abu Talib Ahmad discusses
relations between the Japanese and the Malay/Muslim population, while Yoji Akashi and Hara
Fujio consider the Chinese population. The other two articles, by Patricia Lim Pui Huen and Henry
Prei look at how the occupation is remembered in Japan and in Malaya. Taken as a whole, this
volume offers a fresh look at the occupation and its consequences for the people of Malaya and
of Japan.
1995, hb (US$25)* and pb (US$18)*, index, 175 pages.

*Please add 15% for postage and handling.

The Special Publications Series of the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies welcomes the submission
of manuscripts for monographs or collections of papers that are between 30,000 and 50,000 words
in length. Prospective contributors should send a preliminary enquiry before submitting materials.
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Dr Paul H Kratoska

Editor, JSEAS Special Publications Series
Department of History

National University of Singapore

10 Kent Ridge Crescent

Singapore 119260

The Journal’s e-mail address is hisjseas@nus.sg and the FAX number is (65) 774-2528.
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