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infants. Touch is preferable, but it is only at the disposal of persons
very accustomed to its practice. It seems preferable to Moscoso to make
the diaijnosi* by elimination. All the means described to establish
the diagnosis of hypertrophy of the thymns itself are found difficult.
Only radiography gives us definite information upon the size of the
gland.

The proijHoxis of congenital stridor is bound up in the causal affection.
The treatment will also vary in a similar way. When hypertrophied
thvmus is the case it is marked by crises of suffocation, which in almost
all cases indicate surgical interference. According to Veau, thymectomy is
a simple, easy, and efficacious operation. / . D. Litfnjoir.

( E S O P H A G U S .
Gerrado, Dr. S. (Naples). -Circular Destructive Ionisation in (Esopha-

geal Cicatricial Stenosis. " Archiv. ital. di Laring.," Naples,
1911, p. 5.

The author gives details of a number of cases from the clinic of Prof.
Massei as well as an extended account of the work done in this field on
the Continent. While some writers have obtained good and permanent
results from the use of the negative pole as the active agent with a current
of 8 to 5 m.a. for twenty minutes on alternate days, the author has
employed 5 to 8 m.a. for ten to twelve minutes. James Do it elan.

EAR.
Yearsley, Macleod.—The Education of the Deaf. "Lancet, " February

25, March 4 and 11, 1011.
From his experience the author is convinced that the whole system of

deaf education in England needs thorough reorganisation on wider and
more extended lines. He pays a tribute to teachers of the deaf, who are
not to blame for failure under present conditions. Taking statistics of
some 548 deaf children in L.C.C. schools, it is shown that 25 1 per cent,
are failures at lip-reading and 304 per cent, are oral failures as regards
articulation. After a brief sketch of the history of deaf-mute teaching
in this country, the author proceeds to ask why the present system is a
comparative failure, and points out that it is because education begins
too late and the classification of the deaf child is defective. The needs
of deaf education are postulated as (1) more scientific and comprehensive
classification ; (2) earlier education ; ('3) greater care of the deaf child ;
(4) encouragement of the deaf child to mix with hearing people ; (5)
diminution of the number of deaf children by the application of eugenic
principles to congenital cases, and a better care of the ear in children.

Classification in different countries is then reviewed, and praise is
given to the United States for the vast experimental work being done
there in deaf education. This leads to an exposition of the author's ideas
of classification, based upon the study of individual children. His scheme
embraces every deaf child from the slightly deaf to the blind and mentally
defective deaf-mute. Not only is earlier education advocated, but educa-
tion should be prolonged, and adequate reasons are given for the latter
contention.

These matters occupy two articles, the third dealing with the age at
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which education should commence and the application of eugenics to
deaf-mutism. Pointing out the contrasts between the disabilities of blind
and deaf children in education, and commenting upon the fact that
compulsory education begins at five years for the former aud seven years
for the latter, the inestimable importance of hearing in the physiological
education of normal children is insisted upon, as also is the importance
of hereditary tendencies to speech and of training the speech centres and
organs of speech whilst- brain and larynx are still plastic. Another point
brought out is the possibility of making speech more automatic by earlier
training. Actual cases are quoted in support of the author's arguments,
and the work of the (larretts in America is also referred to.

The part dealing with eugenics is based upon facts gathered from a
study of 691 deaf children in the L.C.O. schools, and discusses the present
views as to the influences of heredity and consanguinity as causes of
deaf-mutism. It urges the medical practitioner to be foremost as a
teacher of eugenics, especially in cases of deaf-mute and consanguineous
marriages, aud the union of syphilitics, alcoholics, and those tainted with
family insanity.

The main aim of these articles is to insist upon the reference of
doubtful or disputed questions to the principles of physiology as the only
source of safe guidance. Aittlior's abstract.

Spyker, S.—Spsech Defects : Modern Treatment by Vocal and Articu-
latory Exercises. " New Orleans Med. and Surg. Journ.," vol. iv,
p. 42.

The author groups speech defects as occurring in cleft palate,
stammering, deaf-mutism, and mental deficiency.

Macleod Yearsley.

Bowen, W. H.—"Comforter" Otitis Media. " Lancet," September 9,1911,
p. 758.

The object of this paper is to express an opinion as to the origin of
suppurative otitis media in babies. This opinion is that a large number
of cases of middle-ear suppuration in babies results from oral sepsis
introduced by the " comforter." Macleod Yearsley.

Goldmann (Cairo). —The Diagnosis of Hypereesthesia or Anaesthesia of
the Vestibular Apparatus. "Arch. f. Ohrenheilk.," Bd. lxxxii,
Heft 1 aud 2, p. 22.

Three cases of suppuration of the middle ear with somewhat
anomalous vestibular reactions are reported and the results of the reactions
analysed. The chief point made is that when the caloric test, applied
in the usual way, is followed by no reaction, altering the position of the
patient's head may set the nystagmus going. This phenomenon indicates
impairment of vestibular irritability. If on altering the position of the
head no nystagmus appears, then, and then only, are we justified in
diagnosing complete destruction of the vestibular organ.

Ban McKenzie.

I

M I S C E L L A N E O U S .
Ehrler, Wolfgang.—Dangerous Local Reaction in Cases of Lesions of

the Upper Respiratory Tract after Salvarsan. "Monats. f.
Ohrenh.," Year 45, No. 9.

CASE 1.—- A man, aged eighty-two, cough and dyspnoea for some time
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