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Princeton
A History of Japanese 
Literature
Volume 1, The Archaic and
Ancient Ages
]in'ichi Konishi
Translated by Aileen Gatten and
Nicholas Teele
Edited by Earl Miner

The first of five proposed volumes that will give 
an account of Japanese literature from its 
beginnings to the death of the modern novelist 
Mishima. Volume I covers the period from 
preliterate times to the beginnings of the tenth 
century discussing the oral tradition and how it 
was affected by exposure to imported writing.
LPE $ 19.50. C: $50.00

Forthcoming in Fall 1985

The Princeton 
Companion to Classical 
Japanese Literature
Earl Miner, Hiroko Odagiri, and 
Robert E. Morrell

“A prodigious accomplishment. This book should 
become the standard reference for anyone 
interested in the subject, and I do not imagine 
that it will be superseded for many generations. 
No other work includes such complete informa
tion, or presents it in a form so easily assimilated 
by the reader."

Thomas Rimer $ 5 5.00

Kokinshu
A Collection of Poems 
Ancient and Modern 
Translated by Laurel Rasplica Rodd 
with Mary Catherine Henkenius

This book is the first complete translation of 
the tenth-century work Kokinshu. Winner of the 
Japan-United States Friendship Commission's 
Friendship Fund Literary Translation Award for 
1982, it presents the entire work, including 
annotated translations not only of the 1, 111 
poems but also of the Japanese and Chinese 
prefaces. $40.00
Princeton Library of Asian Translations

Guanzi
Political, Economic, and 
Philosophical Essays in Early 
China — A Study and Translation 
W. Allyn Rickert

Now available is the first of two volumes that 
will be the first full translation of the Guanzi into 
any Western language. Numerous textual and ex
planatory notes clarify a notoriously difficult work 
that is the largest collection of ancient Chinese 
political, economic, and philosophical writings 
still in existence. $50.00 
Princeton Library of Asian Translations

New in Paperback
Murasaki Shikibu
Her Diary and Poetic Memoirs 
A Translation and Study 
Richard Bowring

"This is a splendid translation, and as a piece of 
scholarship, is a tourde force. The fame of the 
diary's early pages will be even further enhanced 
by Bowring's rendering."
—Masao Miyoshi, University of California, 
Berkeley P: $10.50. C: $27.50 
Princeton Library of Asian Translations

At your bookstore or

Princeton University Press
41 William Street Princeton, NJ 08540
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Presidential Address 1984. Carolyn G. Heilbrun . -281

Thinking in La vida es sueno. C. Christopher Soufas, Jr. . . 287

Abstract. Examining the epistemological assumptions governing Calderdn’s theocentric view 
of life provides an accessible framework to overcome the many difficulties in reading 
La vida es suedo as a document of human experience. Segismundo’s problems arise from 
an incomplete understanding of himself and the world. A prisoner since birth, the prince 
overcompensates intellectually for a life of sensual deprivation. Alienated from both the 
world and the sensitive centers of his humanity, he thinks to excess because his principal 
conduit to the world, his imagination, has remained underdeveloped. Through his palace 
experiences and his three encounters with Rosaura, Segismundo learns to adapt his inap
propriate thinking by understanding that he must dialogue with the world rather than con
struct arguments against it. (CCS, Jr.)

Newman’s Apologia pro vita sua and the Traditions of the English
Spiritual Autobiography. Linda H. Peterson . . 300

Abstract. Although some readers argue that the Apologia pro vita sua is not true autobi
ography, Newman in fact draws on models of spiritual autobiography in two traditions—one 
English and Protestant, the other Augustinian and Catholic. In the early chapters, New
man patterns his account on Thomas Scott’s Force of Truth, presenting his own religious 
development as a series of encounters with theological texts but replacing the typological 
hermeneutics of Scott (and of most other Protestant autobiographers) with an interpre
tive method derived from ecclesiastical history. In later chapters, as he narrates his con
version to Catholicism, Newman takes Augustine’s Confessions as a model, invoking 
characteristically Augustinian figures to signal a turn to a Catholic literary tradition. More 
comprehensively, he adapts the multiple forms of confession that organize Augustine’s work 
to shape his final statement of faith and to integrate the narrative and expository modes 
that distinguish the Apologia and autobiography as a genre. (LHP)

Narrative Structure in Maupassant: Frames of Desire.
Angela S. Moger ........ 315

Abstract. This essay explores the dynamics of framed narrative through readings of two 
Maupassant stories that illustrate the range of potential in the frame. Scrutiny of “La 
rempailleuse” and “En voyage” reveals, in particular, how a frame modifies the effect of, 
and reaction to, the narrative it surrounds. The more general principle that emerges is that 
the seemingly gratuitous border consisting of the “extra” narrator and his addressees oper
ates, paradoxically, against closure, casting the reader into a metacommunicative realm
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where a second sign system springs from the first. Thus, in “En voyage,” romantic love, 
the thematic content, serves as the basis for a poetics of narrative and illuminates the larger 
implications of the interminability of the paratactic structure. Issues addressed are the strate
gies latent in the frame and the way the form itself calls into question the very nature and 
function of narrative. (ASM)

Milk, Mud, and Mountain Cottages: Ruskin’s Poetry of Architecture.
Richard L. Stein . ............................................................ 328

Abstract. The Poetry of Architecture, Ruskin’s first collection of essays, is even more 
“deformed by assumption” than his autobiography admits. Architecture is defined as poetic 
for genteel tourists, who forget that the buildings whose beauty they admire required human 
labor and embody distinctions of class. Indeed, architectural poetry expresses a myth of 
class harmony: buildings blending into the landscape, landowners welcomed by loving 
tenants. Yet this vision, though apparently sanctified by nature, is threatened—by indus
trial landscapes, cities, and less appealing aspects of nature itself. Without poetry, architec
ture might seem little more than the sort of instinctive shelter building we observe in the 
lower animals, hence suggestive of biological kinship between human beings and “brutes.”
At the heart of Ruskin’s architectural dreams is a feared disappearance of all distinctions, 
biological as well as social—a pre-Darwinian nightmare. (RLS)

Literature, Psychoanalysis, and the Re-Formation of the Self:
A New Direction for Reader-Response Theory.
Marshall W. Alcorn, Jr., and Mark Bracher 342

Abstract. An examination of the similarities between the experience of reading and the 
transference process of psychoanalysis demonstrates that, by activating the mechanisms 
of projection and identification, reading literature can function to re-form the self. After 
outlining the general workings of the self, we look at those elements that are called into 
play by engaged reading, showing how reading can serve to alter both cognitive structures 
and the deep structures of the self. Like successful psychoanalysis, a literary text often evokes 
grandiose aspiration and later frustrates the most unrealistic avenues of that aspiration, 
thereby decommissioning those routes of desire and behavior. And just as psychoanalysis 
develops more fulfilling patterns of desire and action through the patient’s identification 
with new ego ideals offered by the analyst, so reading can promote such structural changes 
through identification with characters and personae of literary texts. (MWA, Jr., and MB)
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A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the pub
lication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general 
or specific, and to all scholarly methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best 
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