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The Society for Academic Primary Care (SAPC)
exists to support, promote and develop the dis-
cipline of academic primary care. One of its stated
key principles is the promotion of excellent teach-
ing, research and critical reflection on primary care
practice and policy.

As some readers may recall, the original pre-
cursor of the SAPC was the AUTGP (Association
of University Teachers of General Practice), later
rebranded AUDGP (Association of University
Departments of General Practice). Over the course
of this evolution from AUTGP to SAPC, there has
been a sense among at least some General Practice
educators that the focus of the Society has shifted
away from education and training in favour of
research and development. Although there is no
question of the importance of the latter, the former
remain core activities and major sources of fund-
ing for most academic primary care departments.
Indeed, as primary care research has become
increasingly specialised, it could be argued that it is
primary care education that provides the common
thread to bind our discipline together and protect
academic departments from potential fragmentation
into alternative clinical or methodological groupings.

The major contribution of primary care to the
UK undergraduate medical curriculum in parti-
cular should not be underestimated. Most medical
schools now deliver at least 15% of their teaching in
the community. This contribution often goes beyond
traditional General Practice (GP) placements, with
SAPC members increasingly involved in areas such
as curriculum development, quality assurance,
assessment, admissions, welfare, as well as in senior
educational leadership positions. The opportunities

for the SAPC to increase its educational role are
also increasing in the postgraduate arena as dea-
neries restructure and focus increasingly on com-
missioning rather than providing education and
training. The anticipated demise of Primary Care
Trusts leaves a vacuum of leadership for continuing
professional development among established pri-
mary care professionals including GPs, nurses and
allied health professionals.

All good reasons to create new national Heads of
Primary Care Teaching (HoTs) Group within the
SAPC. First conceived in 2009, we aim to represent
the interests of all primary care educators within
medical schools around the United Kingdom, and to
support the SAPC in achieving its aims in relation to
primary care education and educational research.
Membership of the HoTs Group currently consists
of the heads of primary care teaching of all UK
medical schools. The group meets twice a year,
between which time our email forum provides a
lively mode of exchange of information and ideas.

Future activity intends to build on this strong
foundation. Our immediate priorities are to address
concerns of members in relation to delivering high-
quality undergraduate medical education and build-
ing on the position of strength that our pivotal role
within medical schools now affords us. In addition,
we aim, over the next two years, to address our goals
around scholarship and professional development,
the encouragement of high-quality educational
research, and the strengthening of our contribution
to postgraduate medical education. Our initial focus
is admittedly on undergraduate general practice
education, but we do aim over time to broaden our
remit and representation to support education and
training within other primary care disciplines.

We should be very happy to hear from any
SAPC members at any time and look forward to
working together to promote the Society and the
discipline of Academic Primary Care.
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