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Of the present volume of Anglo-Saxon England it
might be said (in the words of Beownlf) pa was ¢ft
swa er, or in other words, that it follows the model
of its predecessors in bringing to light new evidence
and providing fresh perspectives on familiar
subjects, across all disciplines — whether literary,
philological, legal, historical or palacographical — in
the field. The discovery in Sondershausen of a
fragmentary psalter glossed in Latin and Old
English allows new inferences to be drawn
regarding the study of the psalter in Anglo-Saxon
England, and of the transmission of the corpus of
vernacular psalter glosses. A detailed textual and
palaeographical study of the Wearmouth—Jarrow
bibles leads to the exciting possibility that the hand
of Bede can be identified, annotating thé text of the
Bible which he no doubt played an instrumental
role in establishing, Two Latin texts from the circle
of Archbishop Wulfstan (indeed from his own
‘commonplace book’) are published here in full for
the first time; their publication wil| permit closer
appreciation of liturgical practice in early-eleventh-
century England. And new light is thrown on two
brief but problematical runic texts,

The legacy o Anglo-Saxon England of classical
antiquity is explored here in two complementary
essays: in one, the question is posed (and answered
comprehensively) of how much of the system of
classical rhetoric could have been available, and
understood, and applied, in pre-Conquest England.
In the other, careful analysis of such sources as
Aldhelm’s Enigmata and the ‘Leiden Glossary’
shows how much classical mythology was
understood (and misunderstood) in early England.
Aspects of the later transmissional history of two
important Anglo-Latin texts are the subject of two
derailed investigations: a neglected continental
witness to the anonymous Lindisfarne 1774 5.
Cuthberti is shown to yield important information

(continued on back flap)
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