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® AIMS AND SCOPE

Linguistic pragmatics has been able to
formulate a number of questions that are
essential to our understanding of language as
humans' main instrument of *natural” and
“societal” interaction. By providing a possible
theoretical foundation for the study of
linguistic practice, linguistic pragmatics has
helped to increase our knowledge of human
interaction. The JOURNAL OF
PRAGMATICS identifies with the above
scope and aims of pragmatics. In addition,
the journal will attempt to narrow the distance
between such fields as sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, computational linguistics
(including the information sciences, artificial
intelligence research and, in general, the
theory and practice of machine-human
interaction), applied linguistics (including the
theory and practice of language teaching and
learning), psychiatry (including the study of
schizophrenic speech). The journal will also
endeavour to cover the “shady" areas
between these fields and between linguistics
and the neighboring disciplines. The
JOURNAL OF PRAGMATICS welcomes
both those contributions originating in
linguistics proper and those taking
neighboring, related fields as their point of
departure.

Recently the JOURNAL OF PRAGMATICS
also has begun to publish focus-on-issues on
broad subject areas of general interest to
different groups of readers. The first issue of
this new type was “Pragmatic Paradigms” in
1992. Further issues on “Gender” and
“Conversational Strategies" are in preparation.

“Special lssues” devoted to a single topic are
regularly published:

Australian Contributions to Discourse Theory
in 1989, Politeness and Selected Papers from
the International Pragmatics Conference,
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