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The more optimistic will hope that such essays
signify movement towards greater awareness
that rural people should participate in shaping
their own environments and future.

Jonathan Kingdon, Department of Zoology,
Animal Ecology Research Group, South Parks
Road, Oxford, UK.

The Bird of Time: The Science and Politics of
Nature Conservation
N.W. Moore
Cambridge University Press, 1987, 290 pp., HB £27.50, PB
£9.95

In the spring of 1977, the Nature Conservancy
Council (NCC) published its long-awaited policy
statement Nature Conservation and Agriculture.
The 1960s and early 1970s had seen the debate
between the farming industry and conservation
at its sharpest, particularly over the issue of per-
sistent pesticides, so that the measured reception
that was accorded the NCC report by both sides
of the dialogue was all the more remarkable.
The credit for keeping the dialogue going and
for preventing the whole debate from degenerat-
ing into profitless polemics belongs largely to
the author and chief architect of the document,
Norman Moore.

In The Bird of Time, Dr Moore has now given
us his own personal view of the achievements
of nature conservation over the last 35 years.
The book is essentially in three parts. The first,
more or less covering the period when he was
Regional Officer for SW England, explores how
the Nature Conservancy evolved a policy for
Britain's national nature reserves and SSSI
designation, and includes an account of the
author's own classic work on the use of eco-
logical indicator species to assess the effects of
fragmentation on the ecology of the Dorset
heaths. The second part of the book is a fascinat-
ing and revealing account of the whole agricul-
ture-conservation debate with which the author
was so closely identified. Finally, Norman Moore
shares with us his thoughts on the future. Here
is much challenging stuff. For example, the con-
clusion that the only way in which the machinery
of government can be made more effective
about conservation is to abolish the agriculture
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departments and set up a new Department of
Land Resources. Not a new idea perhaps, but
the source of the support gives one food for
thought.

The Bird of Time is by far the best account that
has appeared on nature conservation in Britain
over the last 35 years. It is a balanced, objective
story, uncluttered by scientific jargon, and pro-
vides an indispensable perspective for all those
newly involved in the subject.

David Streeter, Dean of the School of Biological
Sciences, University of Sussex, UK.
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Available in Europe from Foris Publications, Dordrecht,
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The Ecology of Sulawesi, a review of which appeared in
The October 1987 issue of Oryx, is also available from these
addresses. The price is US$25.00 PB and US$35.00 HB
(except in the US where the HB costs US$50.00).

For those who know the first edition of this book,
published in 1984, the only new material in the
second edition is a list of 74 references that have
appeared since that date or were missed by the
original literature search.

For those who do not know this book, it is
divided into three parts. The first sets the geo-
logical, historical and biogeographical back-
ground to Sumatra. The second is devoted to
discussion of the major natural ecosystems to be
found. After the reputed dangers to fieldworkers
of tigers, snakes and leeches have been dis-
pelled, there follow detailed accounts of man-
groves and other coastal ecosystems, rivers and
lakes, various lowland rain forest formations,
mountains and finally caves. The third part deals
with the human impact on the ecology of
Sumatra and includes suggestions of small pro-
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