Your administration, with military and food aid as its muscle, seems bent on aligning
itself with such repressive regimes as South Africa, Chile and El Salvador and, at the same
time, reversing positive initiatives towards the achievement of a more just world order.

Because we live and work in a poor African country, we are in a position to see the
deteriorating relations between the U.S. and many Third World countries in the few
months since you took office.

Viewed from our perspective here, the world cannot be simplistically divided into
pro-American and pro-Soviet camps. The majority of African countries are non-aligned.
Their concern is much more with poverty and underdevelopment than with East-West
rivalry.

Tanzania, a leader in the non-aligned movement, had a good working relationship
with the last Administration but this is being scuttled by your Administration’s policies
and pronouncements. Moderate African governments which have been traditional friends
and allies of the U.S., such as those in Kenya and Nigeria, are now appalled by recent
Administration statements. These include your declaration of friendship towards South
Africa, the Administration’s seeming indifference towards the UN-sponsored Namibian
negotiations, the failure of the U.S. to condemn a South African attack on a suburb of
the Mozambican capital and Administration attempts to repeal the Clark Amendment so
as to clear the way for U.S. aid to South African-backed guerrilla in Angola.

Those who have been arguing for years that the U.S. is an ally of South Africa now
seem to be having their case proven. U.S. prestige among Africans, with the exception of
white South Africans, is falling rapidly.

With the increase in defense spending and the military build-up in such areas as the
Indian Ocean, your Administration seems determined to have international affairs set-
tled on the battlefield rather than around the conference table. Even positive steps
towards settling the world’s problems peacefully, such as those taken at the Law of the
Seas Conference, and initiatives toward global negotiations on the world economy, are
being negated.

Food, a basic right of all humans, has been turned into a political weapon to be used
against Mozambique, Nicaragua and any other country that fails to align itself with the
U.S. Such a policy will only drive those countries further from the U.S.

Until your Administration took office, relations between the U.S. and black African
states had been improving, and there is much to be gained from this.

We call on our government to turn away from the course of confrontation and the
pursuit of narrowly-defined interests which it has chosen.
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A VOICE FROM THE PAST
Dear friends,

Members Huff and LeVine should know that the $40,000 membership originated in
the former office of the Association as a well intended typographical error. It was our last
big mistake and I am sorry it caused you people trouble.
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I miss all the ASA members very much. I like my new job as games director here, but
it's not quite the same.

You have a good team out there on the coast. I hope you go all the way (““all the way
with ASA”).

Good luck,

Dr. Felix Grubb (PhD)

ASA Membership Secretary, Retired.
Krishna Vista Lodge

Social Department

Piute, Utah

FOG:mop
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