
State of the Apes 
Killing, Capture, Trade and Conservation

The illegal trade in live apes, ape meat and body parts occurs across all ape range states and 
poses a significant and growing threat to the long-term survival of wild ape populations world-
wide. What was once a purely subsistence and cultural activity, now encompasses a global 
multi-million-dollar trade run by sophisticated trans-boundary criminal networks. The chal-
lenge lies in teasing apart the complex and interrelated factors that drive the ape trade, while 
implementing strategies that do not exacerbate inequality. This volume of State of the Apes 
brings together original research and analysis with topical case studies and emerging best 
practices, to further the ape conservation agenda around killing, capture and trade.

This title is available as an open access eBook via Cambridge Core and at www.stateof 
theapes.com.
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The world’s primates are among the most endangered of all tropical species. All great ape 
species – gorilla, chimpanzee, bonobo and orangutan – are classified as either Endangered or 
Critically Endangered. Furthermore, nearly all gibbon species are threatened with extinction. 
Whilst linkages between ape conservation and economic development, ethics and wider envi-
ronmental processes have been acknowledged, more needs to be done to integrate biodiversity 
conservation within broader economic, social and environmental communities if those con-
nections are to be fully realized and addressed.

Intended for a broad range of policymakers, industry experts and decision-makers, 
academics, researchers and NGOs, the State of the Apes series will look at the threats to these 
animals and their habitats within the broader context of economic and community devel-
opment. Each publication presents a different theme, providing an overview of how these 
factors interrelate and affect the current and future status of  apes, with robust statistics, welfare 
indicators, official and various other reports providing an objective and rigorous analysis of 
relevant issues.
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