
MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT AND 
POLITICAL ECONOMY

Why was Wollstonecraft’s landmark feminist work, the Vindication 
of the Rights of Woman, categorised as a work of political economy 
when it was first published?

Taking this question as a starting point, Mary Wollstonecraft and 
Political Economy gives a compelling new account of Wollstonecraft 
as critic of the material, moral, social, and psychological condi-
tions of commercial modernity. Offering thorough analysis of 
Wollstonecraft’s major writings – including her two Vindications, 
her novels, her history of the French Revolution, and her travel 
writing – this is the only book-length study to situate Wollstonecraft 
in the context of the political economic thought of her time. It shows 
Wollstonecraft as an economic as much as a political radical, whose 
critique of the emerging economic orthodoxies of her time antici-
pates later Romantic thinkers. This title is part of the Flip it Open 
Programme and may also be available Open Access. Check our website 
Cambridge Core for details.

Cather ine Packham  is Professor of Eighteenth-Century 
Literature and Thought at the University of Sussex. She is the author 
of Eighteenth-Century Vitalism: Bodies, Culture, Politics (2012) and 
the co-editor of Political Economy, Literature and the Formation of 
Knowledge, 1720–1850 (2018). She was the recipient of a Leverhulme 
Research Fellowship and has published widely on Wollstonecraft and 
eighteenth-century political economy.
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields 
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s, a formi-
dable array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not just in 
poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of writ-
ing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and the 
political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth called 
those ‘great national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’: the French 
Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industrializa-
tion, religious revival, an expanded empire abroad, and the reform movement at 
home. This was an enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The 
relations between science, philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked 
in texts such as Frankenstein and Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A 
Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and 
Hazlitt; and poetic form, content, and style by the Lake School and the Cockney 
School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably no body of writing has produced 
such a wealth of commentary or done so much to shape the responses of mod-
ern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the emergence of those notions 
of literature and of literary history, especially national literary history, on which 
modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent 
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging 
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have 
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge University 
Press, this one will represent the work of both younger and more established 
scholars on either side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

See the end of the book for a complete list of published titles.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.140.250.157, on 26 Apr 2025 at 00:55:55, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
https://www.cambridge.org/core


M A RY WOL L STONECR A F T 
A ND POLIT IC A L ECONOM Y

The Feminist Critique of Commercial Modernity

CATHER INE PACKH A M
University of Sussex

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.140.250.157, on 26 Apr 2025 at 00:55:55, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,  
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009395847

DOI: 10.1017/9781009395823

© Catherine Packham 2024

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions  
of relevant licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version  

the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may  
take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823  
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits  

re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes  
providing appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not  

distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this license, visit  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third  
parties. Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these  

third-parties directly. When citing this work, please include a reference to the  
DOI 10.1017/9781009395823

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-39584-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-39581-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence  
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this  

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will  
remain, accurate or appropriate.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.140.250.157, on 26 Apr 2025 at 00:55:55, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009395847
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009395823
https://www.cambridge.org/core



