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4 Toward the Making of N
Thoreaus Modern Reputation

Selected Correspondence of S. A. Jones, A. W. Hosmer, H. S. Salt,
H. G. O. Blake, and D. Ricketson

edited by Fritz Oehlschlaeger and George Hendrick

Some 500 newly discovered and previously unpub-
lished letters are available in this volume —the
correspondence of freethinker Henry S. Salt, Dr.
Samuel Arthur Jones, and Alfred W. Hosmer and two
of Thoreau's surviving friends, Ricketson and Blake,
who in the 1890s set about reevaluating Thoreau's
life and work. “Their findings shifted the critical
view of Thoreau from sentimental poet-naturalist

to flinty social critic. . . . a carefully edited volume.
The introduction offers biographic sketches of the
five correspondents, sets the stage for their contribu-
tions, and evaluates their collaborative efforts. The
letters themselves are a happy reflection of the best
amateur spirits—independent minds working self-
lessly to shatter a false image of a great artist and
thinker.” —Library Journal. . . . a goldmine of
material for the Thoreau scholar.” —Walter Harding,
author of The Days of Henry Thoreau. $22.50

still in demand

Puritan Influences The
in American Shores of
Literature America

edited by Emory Elliott Sherman Paul

Nine essays on selected writers whose works The growth of Thoreau's philos-
reflect fragments of the Puritan vision. Included ophy and thought, as revealed in
are pieces on such major nineteenth-century his essays, letters, and journals.
writers as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry David “A distinguished study of the mind
Thoreau, Herman Melville, and Emily Dickinson. and art of Thoreau. . .. an ‘inner
The contributors write of our Puritan literary heri- biography’ addressing itself to the
tage while treating such key subjects as the con- heroic aspects of Thoreau's life as
trasting views of the role of the writer in the he tried to live an ‘authentic’ life,
community, the nature of literary aesthetic, where nature could be the means
divine unity, the persistence of philosophical for repossessing the dignity of the
idealism, and the relationships between popular individual.” — Virginia Quarterly
attitudes and political ideology. $12.00 Review. Paper, $3.95
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Lying as Dying in Heart of Darkness. GARRETT STEWART . . 319

Abstract. As thematic actions, dying and lying divide up Conrad’s narrative in
Heart of Darkness between main story and controversial coda. Steeped in the
formulas of literary fatality, including the symmetries of ironic reprisal and the
summarizing retrospect of last words, Kurtz’s death is modeled on fictional expec-
tations so as to secure its dark transmissible import, only for that import to be
betrayed by the supposedly beneficent mendacity of Marlow’s lie in the final inter-
view with Kurtz’s Intended. Marlow as reader or interpreter of tragic meaning
degenerates to Marlow as false author of a euphemizing fiction. The essay traces
the complex preparation for Kurtz’s death, including the suicide and murder of
earlier surrogates for Marlow, as these scenes establish an interpretive framework
by which to assess a coda that becomes, for a narrator repulsed by the “flavour of
mortality in lies,” yet another indirect but self-indicting death scene. (GS)

My Hideous Progeny: Mary Shelley and the Feminization of Ro-
manticism. Mary Poovey . . . . . . . . 332

Abstract. As the daughter of two notorious Romantic rebels and as the wife of a
third, Mary Shelley was encouraged from her youth to “enrol [herself] on the page
of fame,” to prove herself by her pen and her imagination. But since Shelley also
wanted to conform to the more conventional feminine model—to be modest, self-
effacing, and devoted to a family rather than to a career—she developed a preva-
lent ambivalence toward self-assertion. In the 1818 edition of Frankenstein, this
ambivalence surfaces in her criticism of the egotistic imagination and in the gro-
tesque but sympathetic monster that symbolizes its essence; the 1831 revision ap-
plies this judgment more forcefully to her own youthful “transgression.” Neverthe-
less, by characterizing the artist as the victim of an uncontrollable destiny, Shelley
also sanctions the very self-expression she professes to regret and elevates the
dilemma of the female artist to the status of myth. (MP)

“Much Depends on the Acting”: The Original Cast of Le Misan-
thrope. ROGER W. HERZEL . . . . . . . . 348

Abstract. The printed text of Le Misanthrope is only a partial record of Moliére’s
creation. Moliére wrote his plays to be performed, not to be read, and he tailored
each role in his plays to the individual talents of the particular actor who would
play the role. In the original production of Le Misanthrope, each actor’s perform-
ance was part of an intricate web of contrasts and balances. Moliére himself
played Alceste; as in all his plays, his acting style, while unmistakably comic,
occupied a middle ground between the grotesque style of one group of actors and
the elegant polish of the actor who played Philinte. (RWH)
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