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From an historical point of view, ballads and folksongs are valid records 
of the feelings, usages, and modes of life of a particular people at a 
particular time. Most of these works were widely acclaimed at the time 
of their original publication; today, they will have wide audience 
appeal among the growing number of persons who have become 
cognizant of the original, simple, and elemental forms of the tradi-
tional ballad and song.

Early Ballads Illustrative of History, 
Traditions, and Customs; Also Ballads 
and Songs of the Peasantry of England 
Taken Down from Oral Recitation 
and Transcribed from Private Manu-
scripts, Rare Broadsides, and Scarce 
Publications
by Robert Bell

Important early collection of traditional 
British folk songs and ballads, with notes. 
Combines J. H. Dixon's Ancient Poems, 
Ballads and Songs with additional material. 
1877/480p./$ 16.50

Ancient Songs and Ballads from the 
Reign of King Henry II to the Revolu- 
tion. 3rded.
by Joseph Bitson

Best edition of basic collection of ballads 
and folk songs, including additional ballads 
from Ritson's A Select Collection of En-
glish Songs, 1783. important essays on 
minstrelsy, songs, and music. 
1877/526p./$16.50

Bishop Percy’s Folio Manuscript, Bal-
lads & Romances 
New introduction by Leslie Shepard

From the seventeenth-century manuscript 
upon which Bishop Percy based his famous 
Beliques, this is the definitive scholarly 
edition of the most important document of 
British balladry,
1867-68/4 vols. in 3/1880p./$87.50

A Collection of Seventy-Nine Black- 
Letter Ballads and Broadsides, Printed 
in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
Between the Years 1559 and 1597
Sixteenth-century broadside ballads from 
Henry Huth Library. Social, historical, 
and topical subjects. Introduction and 
illustrative notes.
1867/355p./$16.50

Modern Street Ballads
by John Ashton

One hundred thirty-eight typical street bal-
lads of the nineteenth century, illustrating 
period interests and popular feelings. Fac-
simile woodcuts, introduction and classi-
fied contents.
1888/421p./$14.00

Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border
by Sir Walter Scott

Best edition of the classicstandard collection 
of historical and romantic ballads collected 
in the southern counties of Scotland. Since 
the first edition appeared over a hundred 
and sixty years ago, the Minstrelsy has had 
an incalculable influence on all subsequent, 
ballad literature. Appendixes, notes, index. 
1902/4 vols./1766p./$64.50

A Century of Ballads, Illustrative of 
the Life, Manners and Habits of the 
English Nation During the Seventeenth 
Century
by John Ashton

A collection of eighty English ballads of the 
seventeenth century. Arranged under nine 
headings, the subjects covered include social 
ballads, supernatural ballads, historical bal-
lads, love ballads, drinking ballads, sea 
ballads, etc. Of special value are the de-
lightful illustrations in facsimile of the 
originals.
1887/374p7$13.50

The Earliest Known Printed English 
Ballad. A Ballade of the Scottysshe 
Kynge
by John Skelton
edited with an introduction by John Ashton

Facsimile of Skelton's ballad of Battle of 
Flodden, first printed in 1513, and con-
temporary prose account of Flodden, with 
historical and bibliographical discussion. 
1882/1 OOp./$4.75

An American Garland;Being a Collec-
tion of Ballads Relating to America 
by Sir Charles Harding Firth

British ballads (including broadsides) on 
American and Canadian themes. 
1915/91p./$7.50

Folk-Songs of the Upper Thames; 
With an Essay on Folk-Song Activ-
ity in the Upper ThamesNeighborhood 
by Alfred Williams

Basic area collection of British folk songs 
and ballads from oral tradition. 
1923/306p./$ 14.00

Minstrelsy Ancient and Modem
by William Motherwell

Important early collection of Scottish bal-
lads and songs; appendix contains musical 
notation of 33 tunes. Long introductory 
study of ballad literature and sources for 
other versions of ballads.
1873/531p./$16.5O

Singing Soldiers
by John Jacob Niles

Songs with music and anecdotes of Ameri-
can Negro soldiers in World War I. 
1927/171p./$6.00

ORDER ON THIRTY-DAY APPROVAL
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Writing Prose: techniques  and  purposes
THIRD EDITION
Edited by THOMAS S. KANE and LEONARD J. PETERS, both of the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, Waterbury Branch. “A useful text in all courses stressing tech-
niques of the various kinds of writing, from exposition and argument to descrip-
tive-narrative techniques.’’—Robert P. Saalbach, Indiana State University, Terre 
Haute
1968 463 pp. paper $3.75

Rhetorical Analyses of Literary Works
Edited by EDWARD P. J. CORBETT, Ohio State University. “A useful instruc-
tive set of analyses. Should be useful in courses of criticism.’’—Dale Kramer, Univer-
sity of Illinois
1969 291 pp. paper $3.50

Approaches to Literature:
A GUIDE TO THINKING AND WRITING
By LEE T. LEMON, University of Nebraska. For literature courses at the Freshman 
and Sophomore level, this book examines the relation of criticism to literature and 
provides an introduction to the methods and the writing of literary criticism. 
Through the study of five works, the author elucidates major approaches to litera-
ture. Critical techniques used in one or another of these approaches are examined 
and applied.
April 1969 256 pp. paper $2.75

Elements of Fiction
By ROBERT SCHOLES, University of Iowa. For use in introductory courses, this 
short book presents basic concepts for the analysis and interpretation of fiction. 
Beginning with several chapters on the nature of fiction, the author then considers 
its various elements. Three stories are included: Guy de Maupassant’s Moonlight; 
James Joyce’s Clay; and J. L. Borges’ The Theme of the Traitor and the Hero, 
each with commentary by the author.
1968 92 pp. paper $.95

Elements of Poetry
By ROBERT SCHOLES. The author, in this brief but lucid introduction, explores 
the nature of poetry in terms of three basic qualities: its expressiveness, its use of 
linguistic manipulation, and its relation to music. Chapers on Drama and Narra-
tion, Description and Meditation; discussions on the basic and more sophisticated 
types of metaphoric and ironic language; and a section on metrics are included. 
The final section, Approaching a Poem, provides five practical steps to the reading 
and understanding of a poem.
1969 92 pp. paper $.95

Forthcoming: ELEMENTS OF DRAMA and ELEMENTS OF THE ESSAY, by 
Carl Klaus and Robert Scholes, both of the University of Iowa
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