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The spark of an idea for this book began over a decade ago in Vienna, 
Austria. With multiple zigzags and border crossings along the way, the 
idea traveled back and forth with me across continents, oceans, and 
cities near and far – from Los Angeles and Palo Alto, to Ankara and 
Istanbul, to Cologne and Berlin, and finally, to Richmond, Virginia. The 
idea and the book that emerged from it transformed along the way, as I 
wrote, revised, and revised again, each time incorporating new tidbits of 
information, grand ideas, and constructive feedback from colleagues and 
friends. This may be the “final” version, but, as this book ultimately con-
cludes, the very concept of finality is itself elusive. After all, to paraphrase 
Jonathan Petropoulos, my mentor at Claremont McKenna College and 
the person who first inspired me to become a historian, “Our writing is 
never done. We just give up on it.”

At Stanford University, I began putting this idea on paper. My doc-
toral advisor, Edith Sheffer, both grounded me and encouraged me to 
“chase rainbows,” as I have often quipped. She infused this project with 
empathy and humanity, modeling how to center the history of everyday 
life and the power of ordinary people to shape geopolitical change. Ali 
Yaycıoğlu pushed me to tell a Turkish story, not only a German one, 
and to think in broader terms about space, place, landscapes, and jour-
neys across layers of time. J. P. Daughton introduced me to transna-
tional history, expanding my narrow idea of what “Europe” means, who 
“Europeans” are, and where the boundaries of “Europe” lie. Tara Zahra 
generously joined my committee from afar, helping me place my story 
within the larger histories of European migration, gender, sexuality, and 
the family.
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workshop that fundamentally reshaped some of the core arguments of 
this book, helped me refine my interpretations, and sparked exciting new 
ideas. For their engagement with this book project at various stages, 
I thank Rita Chin, Christopher Ewing, Brian J. K. Miller, Jennifer A. 
Miller, Christopher Molnar, Lauren Stokes, Brian Van Wyck, and Sarah 
Thomsen Vierra. Participants in numerous conferences, workshops, and 
invited lectures have further shaped my work. Among them, I am grate-
ful for Jeremy Best, Brandon Bloch, Gideon Botsch, Austin Clements, 
Jazmine Contreras, Anna Duensing, Jennifer Evans, Atina Grossmann, 
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Paige Newhouse, Gavriel Rosenfeld, Kira Thurman, Janet Ward, and 
Jonathan Wiesen.

My colleagues at the Documentation Centre and Museum for 
Migration to Germany (DOMiD e.V.) in Cologne hosted me in-house 
for eighteen months during my field work. They welcomed me with open 
arms, invited me onto their team, provided me with my own office, and 
served as a surrogate family. For their research assistance, guidance, and 
companionship, I thank the whole DOMiD team: Robert Fuchs, Beate 
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inspired by their tireless efforts to bring migration history and migrants’ 
stories to light.

Countless others in Germany made this research possible. I espe-
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Political Archive of the Foreign Office in Berlin, and the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung in Bonn. Professor Dr. Ralf Jessen hosted me as a guest scholar 
at the University of Cologne Historical Institute, and the members of the 
Kolloquium zur Neuren und Neusten Geschichte provided feedback on 
my early ideas. Steffi De Jong not only sharpened my intellectual ideas 
and helped me navigate German academia but also made Cologne special 
by sharing her friendship, laughter, long hikes, museum excursions, eve-
ning teas, and many homemade cakes.

In Turkey, many people helped me convey migrants’ stories while nav-
igating the limitations of official Turkish archives. The librarians at the 
Milli Kütüphanesi found documents when I thought none existed. My host 
mother in Ankara, Emine Zaman, cooked for me every day for six weeks 
and passed a dictionary across the kitchen table to teach me Turkish. 
Burcu Karahan, my Turkish language professor at Stanford, hosted me 
at her parents’ home in the beach town of Şarköy during two summers of 
oral history interviews. She took me door-to-door to visit all the return 
migrants in her parents’ neighborhood, sat in on hours-long interviews, 
and translated orally when needed. On my second visit to Şarköy, my 
bus arrived just three hours after Turkey’s 2016 military coup, and the 
Karahan family took great care to make sure that I felt secure.

It became clear early on that Cambridge University Press, the German 
Historical Institute (GHI), Washington DC, and the Friends of the GHI 
would be strong partners in this project. Liz Friend-Smith at Cambridge 
guided me clearly and efficiently through the acquisition process. The 
GHI has supported this project since 2017, when I presented one of my 
first conference papers at the inaugural Bucerius Young Scholars Forum. 
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Two subsequent talks at the GHI elicited lively audience questions that 
enriched this book. One of those talks occurred in November 2019, 
when I was fortunate to be awarded the Fritz Stern Dissertation Prize 
of the Friends of the GHI. I thank the members of the prize committee 
and the Friends in general for their support for and endorsement of my 
work. David Lazar and Richard Wetzell first encouraged me to publish 
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Many individuals and institutions generously granted me permission 
to reprint photographs, cartoons, song lyrics, and text in this book. The 
second chapter is a revision of my previous article: “The Long Road 
Home: Vacations and the Making of the ‘Germanized Turk’ across 
Cold War Europe,” The Journal of Modern History 93, no. 1 (2021): 
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book – and at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, no less – would 
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