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Certainly, Buck-Morss's book adds little empirically to existing studies of die Haitian Rev
olution; her depiction of intellectual historians (people who write apologetics for past 
thinkers in die guise of contextualizing them) is also outdated. However, this brief review 
cannot do justice to the many ways her provocative and beautifully written book forces us 
to reexamine our academic labors. Buck-Morss also deserves praise for placing the Haitian 
Revolution firmly at the center of modernity—and insisting that scholars in many fields 
contemplate its lessons. 
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Dilemmas of Modernity: Bolivian Encounters with Law and Liberalism. By Mark Goodale. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009. Pp. xv, 245. Maps. Illustrations. Tables. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. $24.95 paper. 

With Dilemmas of Modernity, Mark Goodale intends a critical ethnography of key ideas 
that have shaped the unfolding history of Bolivia. These cluster roughly under the rubric 
of modernity, approached by Goodale as a pattern of intentions that informs the Bolivian 
national project and the sorts of civic subjects that project at once produces and requires. 
This is a thoughtful ethnography of law that reframes the category in two ways. On the 
one hand, Goodale presents a robust sense of law as never merely about the practices or 
written codes explicitly known as "law." Law, in his treatment, is always a cloud of inter
secting discourses and practices, operating on multiple levels, and, in a country like Bolivia, 
inseparable from liberal imaginings of a postcolonial destiny. This is the second framing, as 
law is functionally approached as a shifting field of discourses and practices that participate 
in the imagining and realization of a Bolivian modernity. The very category of law here 
implies a genealogy of a relatively coherent liberal modernity. 

Goodale anchors his discussion in the provincial highland town of Sacaca. Here is the cap
illary endpoint of the classically understood legal system, a space informed by codified 
norms and values of Bolivian jurisprudence, their vernacular realization by participants at 
the lower rungs of the system, and the various social mores of day-to-day life for indige
nous and mestizo Bolivians of the region. Across this cuts a set of transnational discourses, 
of which discussions of human rights promoted by development NGOs are of particular 
interest to Goodale. Goodale offers us law as a lens through which to view this complex 
cascade of norms and ideals. Within this cascade, different actors participate in a shared or 
commensurably variant modernity, approached from different points of purchase in Boli
vian and transnational society. In this regard, the law provides an encompassing framework 
for indigenous and nonindigenous, elite and subaltern actors; it also provides threads of 
continuity across a national history portrayed by some as marked by revolutionary ruptures 
and encounters between radically disparate sociocultural orders. 

These are salutary points for research on Bolivia, and the book is salted with insightful 
observations that will ring true to many familiar with the region, particularly about the 
complex social and political spaces of provincial towns and about the points of continuity 
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between the government of Evo Morales and the neoliberal past from which he is said to 
be making a radical break. Yet Goodale is more adept at saying these things than at show
ing them. Readers looking for a more empirical or contextualized rendering of law on the 
ground in Bolivia will find die pickings slim. A handful of vignettes and a few tables detail
ing kinds of legal cases anchor an ambitiously wide-ranging work. After two chapters 
devoted to establishing his approach to law, die diird chapter turns to sketching the actors 
and institutions that compose the legal universe of the province of Alonso de Ibanez, 
where Sacaca is found. Subsequent chapters take up the experiences of indigenous women 
who might look to die courts for rights and possibilities not always available to diem in 
their daily village life, discourses of human rights as advanced by an NGO-supported legal 
services center in the region, and ideals of development as represented by die personnel 
and practices of transnational development NGOs in the area. 

This is a promising set of themes, but the analysis is not always adequate to the ambitions 
of the discussion. Goodale makes note of pinup erotica on die wall of the office of die 
judge who might be hearing cases brought by indigenous women; the formulaic agenda 
for an NGO-led human rights workshop: and the television staples of the pensiones at the 
transnational crossroads of Sacaca's main plaza, including the Simpsons and professional 
wresding. These are evocative traces of the fields of tension he wants to examine. How
ever, while we know why Goodale found them striking, we learn little about the perspec
tives of the wide range of other participants in diese encounters with law and liberalism. 
This is particularly frustrating in the context of the very expansive understanding of the 
law being advanced here. With law—"[t]he ill-definable sum total of all of this complicated 
normativity" (p. 76)—potentially about everything, it is sometimes difficult to see the con
tours of his intended intervention in legal studies or to appreciate what this newly ground 
lens of the law brings to our understandings of Bolivia. 

Though the writing is quite dense in places, the tone of the book is engaging and the issues 
raised are important and far reaching. Scholars and students familiar with the region or 
with the various bodies of literature he grapples with will appreciate many points of the 
discussion. As a gateway to Andean/Bolivian studies, legal studies, or the anthropology of 
modernity, however, Dilemmas of Modernity, offers little solid to grasp. 
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Waves of Protest: Popular Struggles in El Salvador, 1925-2005. By Paul D. Almeida. Min
neapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008. Pp. xxii, 298. Figures. Notes. Works 
Cited. Index. $25.00 paper. 

Paul D. Almeida uses the Salvadoran case to modify the political process model of social 
movements to better fit nonwestern societies. The original framework was based on the 
analysis of protest movements in stable democracies and thus focuses on increasing elec
toral opportunities and access to state actors. Almeida finds that this "regime liberaliza
tion-induced mobilization" (p. 14) model works well for the political openings in Sal-
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