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Recommended Further Reading 
 

1) On the Ainu People’s History and Culture in General 
 

Fitzhugh, William W., and Dubreuil, Chisato O., eds., Ainu: Spirit of a Northern People 
(Arctic Studies Center, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, 
with University of Washington Press, 1999). 

 
2) The Ainu People in History and Literature: During the Premodern Years and 

the Japanese Colonial Era 
 

Howell, David L., Geographies of Identity in Nineteenth-Century Japan (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2005). 
 
Mason, Michele M., Dominant Narratives of Colonial Hokkaido and Imperial Japan: 
Envisioning the Periphery and the Modern Nation-State (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2012). 
 
Mason, Michele M., and Lee, Helen J.S., eds., Reading Colonial Japan: Text, Context, and 
Critique (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i, 2012). 
 
Strong, Sarah M., Ainu Spirits Singing: The Living World of Chiri Yukie’s Ainu Shin’yōshū 
(Honolulu: University of Hawai’i, 2011). 
 
Walker, Brett L., The Conquest of Ainu Lands: Ecology and Culture in Japanese Expansion, 
1590-1800, revised ed. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006). 

 
3) The Ainu People in 20th Century Japan: Before and after WWII 

 
Dubreuil, Chisato O., with a foreword by Fitzhugh, William W., From the Playground of 
the Gods: The Life & Art of Bikky Sunazawa (Arctic Studies Center, National Museum of 
Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, with University of Hawai’i Press, 2004). 
 
Honda Katsuichi, with a foreword by Howell, David L., translated by Selden, Kyoko, 
Harukor: An Ainu Woman’s Tale (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000). 
 
Kayano Shigeru, translated by Selden, Kyoko, and Selden, Lili, Our Land Was a Forest: An 
Ainu Memoir (Boulder, San Francisco, and Oxford: Westview Press, 1994). 
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4) The Ainu People in 21st Century Japan 

 
Hudson, Mark J., lewallen, ann-elise, and Watson, Mark K., Beyond Ainu Studies: 
Changing Academic and Public Perspectives (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i, 2014). 
 
Watson, Mark K., Japan’s Ainu Minority in Tokyo: Diasporic Indigeneity and Urban Politics 
(London and New York: Routledge, 2014). 
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