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SUMMA OF
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

by

Louis of Granada, O.P.

This is the best synthesis of the spiritual doctrine of Fray Louis
of Granada that has ever been compiled. It is not a mere collection
or anthology, but a carefully arranged grouping of passages selected
from the complete works of Granada.

The chapters have been arranged in the order of the questions of
the Summa Theologica of St Thomas Aquinas, so that the present
compilation enjoys the greatest theological unity. Moreover, it
serves as a practical and inspiring exposition of the theological
doctrine of the Angelic Doctor.

The fact that Fray Louis of Granada was above all a theologian
for the laity is perhaps nowhere more evident than in the present
compilation. Here is a spiritual theology that is within the compre-
hension of all, for Granada treats of even the most profound truths
of the spiritual life with a simplicity and an insight that are charac-
teristic of those souls who have experienced these truths vitally.

The Summa of the Christian Life is meant to be a compendium
or guide for the formation of the perfect Christian. The theme of
this work is the same as that of all the spiritual writings of Fray
Louis: that the true Christian lives in and for Christ. To be a
genuine Christian it does not suffice to profess the faith passively;
it is not enough to believe dogmas: one must also practise the virtues.

Vol. I, 32s.; Vol. H, 40s.; Vol. m, 38s.
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