
Women, Power, and Economic Change
THE NANDI OF KENYA

Regina Smith Oboler. The author examines the impact of
colonialism and the cash economy of the Nandi, a semi-
pastoral and patrilineal people of western Kenya, emphasizing
changes in women's and men's economic roles and their
respective relations to property and to each other. Since the sex
roles associated with production and property relations are
linked to sex roles in other areas—in the marriage system,
husband-wife relations, kinship, cultural ideals of male and
female, ritual relations, participation in community affairs—
these areas are also analyzed. Although most of the book is
ethnographic in nature, it also looks at Nandi gender roles in
the context of economic history and at the processes that have
induced changes in the respective roles of women and men.
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THE JOURNAL OF MODERN AFRICAN STUDIES

The Journal offers a quarterly survey of politics, economics, and related topics in
contemporary Africa.

The main emphasis is upon the peoples and policies, the problems and progress of this
dynamic and disparate continent; upon the many societies that are evolving rather than
the essential characteristics of the old; upon the present, not on the more distant past.
The best current work is sought from specialists in different academic disciplines, whose
contributions can illuminate and cross-fertilise one another.

The Journal seeks to promote a deeper understanding of what is happening in Africa
today. It is intended for both the political scientist and the practical politician, the
administrator and the advocate, the economist and the educator, the banker and the
business man, the diplomat and the technocrat, the civil servant and the nationalist
leader. All have something to contribute to these pages and, it is hoped, much to learn
from them.

Editorial policy avoids commitment to any political viewpoint or ideology, whether
imperialism, pan-Africanism, capitalism, socialism, or nationalism. Such concepts,
however, have relevance to the modern African situation, and merit serious discussion,
often from several different points of view, in order that controversial issues may be
fairlv examined.
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