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The contributions to the forty-fifth volume of  Anglo-Saxon 
England focus on various aspects of  Anglo-Saxon culture and 
history across a period from the seventh to the seventeenth 
century. The archaeology of  the conversion period, in the 
seventh century, is represented by the ‘Trumpington Cross’, 
discovered recently in an unusual form of  burial near Cambridge. 
In the field of  Old English literature, attention is drawn to a 
fragment of  a homily which would appear to have originated in a 
Northumbrian context, in the ninth century; other contributions 
concern The Dream of  the Rood, The Seafarer, and the Old English 
translation of  Boethius’s De consolatione Philosophiae. Literature 
and learning in Latin is represented by a study of  Alcuin of  
York’s De dialectica, assigned here to the first phase of  his work 
for Charlemagne, in the later 780s; attention is given also to 
some of  the hagiographical works of  the later tenth century, 
on St Swithun and St Dunstan. A contribution which explores 
references to the senses in a wide range of  vernacular texts is 
complemented by another which reconsiders certain aspects of  
the iconography of  the Fuller Brooch. A close study of  a little 
known gospel lectionary (s. x/xi), now in Warsaw, reveals that it 
was used liturgically, and contains musical notation. The network 
of  fortifications recorded in the Burghal Hidage is re-interpreted 
here as a product of  political developments in the later 870s; and 
a new edition of  the remarkable set of  texts known as the ‘Ely 
memoranda’ reminds us that the religious houses of  the tenth and 
eleventh centuries functioned also as major agricultural estates. 
Finally, the contribution of  seventeenth-century antiquaries to the 
development of  Anglo-Saxon studies is remembered in a study 
of  an early Anglo-Saxon Grammar. Each article is preceded by a 
short abstract. 
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King Alfred is a major theme of the latest volume of 
Anglo-Saxon England, with studies of his possible infl uence 
on the composition of the Chronicle, the literary technique 
of the Metres of Boethius, and the legends of his fl ight to 
the marshes and rescue by St Neot. The later 
developments of the Chronicle, including its poetry and its 
context in the royal court, are explored further in two 
articles, along with important new evidence of Aldhelm’s 
visit to Rome and its infl uence on his poetry, a striking 
new identifi cation of some early manuscript fragments 
and an analysis of the presentation of the mind in Old 
English poetry. The volume includes a report of the ISAS 
conference in Newfoundland in 2009, and ends with the 
bibliography of publications for the year 2009, in all 
branches of Anglo-Saxon studies.
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Anglo-Saxon England is recognised universally as the foremost regular publication in 
its fi eld. It is the only one which consistently embraces all the main aspects of 
Anglo-Saxon history and culture – linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, 
religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic – and which promotes 
the more unusual interests – musical, medicinal or educational, for example. Every 
volume provides a systematic bibliography of all the works published in each branch 
of Anglo-Saxon studies during the preceding twelve months.
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