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During the 18th and 19th centuries and up
to World War II, Linguistic studies in Africa
were controlled by missionaries, colonial of-
ficers, explorers and persons generally untrained
in language study. The emphasis was on the
compiling of dictionaries and the translation
into the vernacular of the bible and other re-
ligious materials. Little attention was paid to
phonetic and phonemic clarity. Symbols were
invented on the spot to represent what were
sometimes considered strange African sounds.
Moreover, the desire to trace historical roots
led to arbitrary language classifications and the
so-called ‘Hamitic’ movements in Africa.

Since the Second World War, however, the
trend has somewhat changed, due to the
emergence of professional linguists and the
spread of interests to scholars world-wide, par-
ticularly to the United States and more re-
cently Africa.

This book, a special issue of THE CONCH,
approaches the question of language complexity
in Africa from an original, inter- or multi-disci-
plinary and comparative perspective. Contribu-
tions range from mass media, ethnomusicology,
sociology, sociolinguistics, anthropology, to lit-
erary criticism and transformational linguistics.
While retaining each its own individuality, the
six highly researched papers presented in this
volume emphasise the unity within the diversity
of African languages and language-related cog-
nitive systems, and the knowledge of these as
essential to a proper understanding of Africa.

This important thought-provoking book must
commend itself to all who are genuinely in-
terested not only in the language future of, but
also the future of Language in, Africa south
of the Sahara.
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S. O. Anozie, ed.,

Structuralism and African Folklore.

1970. $4.00 paperback.
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(Book 1: The Modern African Novel)
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FROM CONCH AFRICAN MONOGRAPH SERIES:
Series Div. No. 4:

CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN POLITICS.
General Editor: Mazi Ray Ofoegbu.

S. C. Ukpabi
Military Involvement in African Politics.
1972. $2.00 paper.

Mazi R. Ofoegbu
Living Together in Africa (Bk. 1).
1972. $2.00 paper.
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CONTEMPORARY LAW IN AFRICA.
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*Orders can be placed now only for titles with
price indications. Send orders, checks and in-
formation requests to:

CONCH MAGAZINE

c/o Department of African Studies

State University of New York

New Paltz, New York 12561
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Information for contributors to ISSUE: Contributions are weicome. Manuscripts should be
typed on one side of sheet only, double-spaced, and with ample margins for editorial
marking. The original and, if possible, one carbon copy should be submitted. Authors are
advised to include footnote material in the text wherever possible. Footnotes should be
numbered consecutively throughout the article.

All editorial correspondence and manuscripts should be sent to : Paula S. Barker, African
Studies Association, Shiffman Center 218, Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts
02154.

Receipt of /SSUE is automatic with membership in the African Studies Association. To join
the Association, write the ASA at 218 Shiffman Center, Brandeis University, Waltham,
Massachusetts 02154. Annual membership subscription rates are as follows: $18.00 for in-
dividual members; $12.00 for student members (three-year limit); and $25.00 for institutional
members. Other publications sent to members include the African Studies Newsletter and the
African Studies Review.
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Domestic claims tor non-receipt of issues must be made within six months of the month of publication; overseas claims one year.
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