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Mid-century modernism
John Tuomey on Ronchamp
Mies’s plinths
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Taking measure of mid-century modernism
Florian Beigel: 19412018 Elizabeth B. Hatz

Bringing Heaven down to Earth: Reading the plan of Ronchamp

John Tuomey reflects on how the plan of Le Corbusier’s Chapel at Ronchamp is
openandincomplete, like a frayed edge which allows us to examine how
carefully its fabric is woven.

Von Ledoux bis Mies: The Modern plinth as isolating element

Tahl Kaminer studies the function of the modern plinth, which posits the
building as a singularity through elevation and isolation, consequently
facilitating autonomous architecture.

Henry Klumb: Puerto Rico’s Critical Modernist César Cruz examines
how the German-Puerto Rican architect Henry Klumb adapted aspects of
modern architecture into a more humane, environmentally and culturally
sensitive enterprise.

A new materiality in praise of the ordinary, in Palestine-Israel
€.1940-1966 DaphnaE. Halfidentifies and examines a new style in Israeli
architecture, c.1940-1966, which was driven by a rationalist approach and a
cultural appeal to modesty, frugality and ordinariness.

Can’t Touch This Amy Clarke, Stuart King, Andrew Leach and Wouter Van
Acker consider the on-going existence of southeast Queensland’s post-war
fibro beach architecture, explored in terms of the nostalgic, preservationist
impulses of recent initiatives including the Fibro Coast exhibition.

Mediating production, teaching, and research: The role of University-run
designinstitutes in Chinese architectural practice GuanghuiDing and Charlie
Q.L. Xue explore the mediation between production, teaching and researchin
China’s university-run design institutes, transforming these activities into a
sophisticated project in the context of a market economy.

John Ruskin and the Fabric of Architecture by Anuradha Chatterjee
Reviewed by Timothy Brittain-Catlin

Building and demolition waste in the UK ROTOR
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