
FINDING A BALANCE IN THE EXCLUSIVE
ECONOMIC ZONE

Zhen Sun analyses the important and understudied subject of jurisdiction
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) over five groups of activities. She
explores whether the basic premises and essential compromises of the
EEZ regime established by the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea still hold true or whether there has been evolution in the regime in
terms of accommodating the EEZ regulatory scheme to meet new needs
and challenges. Significantly, the analysis of State practice indicates that
coastal States have progressively asserted greater authority in defending
their rights and jurisdiction in the EEZ, which have been broadly tolerated
by the legal regime and other user States. The stability of the EEZ regime
is maintained by two legal doctrines that guide the attribution and
exercise of the rights and freedoms of different States. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

  is an associate professor (Research/Ocean Sustainability,
Governance & Management) at WMU-Sasakawa Global Ocean
Institute, World Maritime University. She obtained her degrees in both
China and the United Kingdom, including a PhD from the University of
Cambridge. Before joining WMU, Zhen was a research fellow at the
Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. She is
actively engaged in teaching, supervision, multidisciplinary research and
capacity development programmes. Zhen has worked on a wide range of
subjects in the law of the sea and ocean governance, and collaborated with
academics, practitioners, officials from government agencies and
international organisations.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.225.235.148, on 08 May 2025 at 16:02:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://www.cambridge.org/core


use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.225.235.148, on 08 May 2025 at 16:02:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://www.cambridge.org/core


FINDING A BALANCE IN THE

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

Conflict and Stability in the Law of the Sea

ZHEN SUN
World Maritime University

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.225.235.148, on 08 May 2025 at 16:02:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009471305

DOI: 10.1017/9781009471329

© Zhen Sun 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons version

the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329 under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and

reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the
original work is given and any changes made are indicated. To view a copy of this license

visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009471329
First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Sun, Zhen (Legal scholar), author.

Title: Finding a balance in the exclusive economic zone : conflict and stability in the law of the sea /
Zhen Sun, World Maritime University.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2024. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024019493 (print) | LCCN 2024019494 (ebook) | ISBN 9781009471305
(hardback) | ISBN 9781009471312 (paperback) | ISBN 9781009471329 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Economic zones (Law of the sea) | United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (1982 December 10) | Territorial waters | Continental shelf–Law and legislation. |

Conflict of laws–Maritime law.
Classification: LCC KZA1560 .S86 2024 (print) | LCC KZA1560 (ebook) |

DDC 341.4/48–dc23/eng/20240509
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019493

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019494

ISBN 978-1-009-47130-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.225.235.148, on 08 May 2025 at 16:02:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009471305
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009471305
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009471305
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019493
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019493
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019493
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019494
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019494
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024019494
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009471329
https://www.cambridge.org/core

