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The Arab-Israeli conflict has become an
example of total disregard for international
law by all parties involved, including the
United Nations, to the detriment of a
regional and global lasting peace.
The conflict has contributed considerably
to the erosion of the moral and legal
authority of the United Nations, while the
international community has failed to take
prompt advantage of the East-West
detente. Peoples with statehood — the
Iraqis, Somalis, Yugoslavs — and even
more those without — the Palestinians —
paid a high price for the international lack
of decisiveness.
Dynamics of Self-Determination in Palestine
discusses the Palestinian conflict in the light
of the protection of peoples under
international law. Chapter One treats
the fact that the Arab states and the
Palestinians have overlooked the element
of negotiation in the keeping of international
order, Chapter Two discusses the
International Bill of Rights, in which the
UN included self-determination in order
to protect peoples against oppression, while
Chapter Three expounds on the fact that,
in doing so, it shaped the framework for the
settlement of conflicting territorial claims to
Palestine. The final chapter sets forth the
desired UN participation in the creation of
Palestine.
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The Church in Africa
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ADRIAN HASTINGS

• First ever full history of the Christian Church in Africa

• Spans five centuries, from the first missionaries in
Africa in the fifteenth century, to the generation of
today

• Written by a leading authority in Church history

Christianity provided the constitutive identity of historic Ethiopia. From
the sixteenth century, and increasingly from the nineteenth, it entered
decisively into the life and culture of an increasing number of other
African peoples.

In the course of the twentieth century, African Christians have become
a major part of the world church, and arguably modern African history
as a whole is not intelligible without its powerful Christian element.
Yet despite the great advance in African historiography over the last
forty years, this is the first major volume to consider the historical
development and character of the Christian Church in Africa as a
whole, linking together Ethiopian Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism,
Protestantism, and the numerous 'Independent' Churches of modern
times.

The book focuses throughout on the role of conversion, the shaping of
church life and its relationship to traditional values, and the impact of
political power. Professor Hastings also compares the relation of
Christian history to the comparable development of Islam in Africa.
Oxford History of the Christian Church
0-19-826921-8, 720pp., maps, Clarendon Press £65.00
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