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The MIDDLE EAST STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA, INC. (MESA)
was organized in 1966 by a group of American and Canadian scholars
on the Middle East to promote high standards of scholarship and
instruction in the area, to facilitate communication among scholars
through meetings and publications, and to foster cooperation among
persons and organizations concerned with the scholarly study of

the Middle East. The area included within the Middle East runs
from Morocco to Pakistan and from Turkey to the Sudan. MESA is
concerned with this area primarily since the rise of Islam and

from the viewpoint of the social science and humanistic disciplines.

Persons of scholarly attainment in Middle East studies are
eligible to become members of MESA. Application for membership is
made on an application form obtainable from the Executive Secretary,
Middle East Studies Association, New York University, Hagop Kevorkian
Center for Near Eastern Studies, Washington Square, New York,

N.Y. 10003, Each application is acted upon individually and
membership is on a calendar year basis.

The Association is incorporated in the State of New York as
a nonprofit corporation with tax-exempt status. Contributions to
the Association are deductible both under U.S. federal and British
income tax regulations.

The following publications are available from the MESA
Secretariat:

THE IMAGE OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN SECONDARY SCHOOL $2.50
TEXTBOOKS by William J. Griswold, 1975

DIRECTORY OF GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS $2.50
AND COURSES IN MIDDLE EAST STUDIES IN THE UNITED
STATES, CANADA AND ABROAD, 1974

ISRAEL IN PAPERBACK by Bernard Reich, 1971 $2.50

ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL $2.50
MEETING OF THE MIDDLE EAST STUDIES ASSOCIATION
AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, NOVEMBER 19-22, 1975

Back issues of the BULLETIN, 1967 to the present $2.50/issue

This issue has been made possible in part by a generous gift
from Esso Middle East.

COPYRIGHT 1976

by Middle East Studies Association of North America, Inc.
Headquarters and Secretariat, New York University

Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies

50 Washington Square South, New York, N.Y. 10003

(212) 598-2400

Cable address: NYUNYK

Views expressed in the Middle East Studies Association Bulletin
are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
Association.

US ISSN 0026-3184
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This issue's cover shows a seventeenth century Indian painting,
Mughal, School of Jahangir. The painting, commissioned by Moghul
Emperor Jahangir (1605-1627) expresses the emperor's dream of peace
with his neighbor the Safavid Shah, Abbas I (1587-1629).

Courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution, Freer Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C.
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