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BAGENDON is a place of mighty earthworks, in the east of the Cotswold
Hills in Gloucestershire. Near by is Cirencester—in Roman times Corinium,
chief town of the people named Dobunni, inhabitants of all those parts of
Britain. And Bagendon, as this book now shows, was Cirencester’s fore-
runner: a fortified capital of that same people before the Roman conquest,
in the last generations of their freedom.

The essential author, Elsie Clifford, has given over thirty years’ devotion
to Cotswold archaeology. She re-discovered the site, guessed its importance,
promoted excavations there and throughout directed them, and then set about
the book, drawing together as contributors a team of fellow-specialists.

It begins with the site and the digging, and ends with full studies of the
finds. Yet it is much more than an excavation report. It reviews the whole
Pre-Roman Iron Age of the Cotswold and related regions. All through, as
far as possible, it uses archaeology for purposes of history. And for the course
of the Roman conquest it has new interpretations, from new evidence, affect-
ing both Romans and Dobunni, and even Caractacus himself.

Two achievements especially have made this possible: Mrs. Clifford’s in
digging with such high success, and Derek Allen’s in re-classifying and dating
the gold and silver coinage of the Dobunnic people. Bagendon actually con-
tained a mint; and this and all metal-working, pottery both native and imported
and all other finds, receive skilled and lucid treatment. Everywhere, the book
is fully illustrated.

It is a particularly interesting modern contribution to Ancient British
Studies.

W. HEFFER & SONS, LTD.
PETTY CURY, CAMBRIDGE
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