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News from the International Union for
Pure and Applied Biophysics

At the Sixth General Assembly, Copenhagen, August 1975 new versions
of Articles V. 11, V. 14 and VII. 17 were unanimously adopted. The
revised Statutes are as follows:

The International Union
For Pure and Applied Biophysics

STATUTES

I. Aims and Function of the Union

1. The objects of the International Union for Pure and Applied Biophysics
are:

(a) to organize international co-operation in Biophysics and to promote
communication between the various branches of Biophysics and allied
subjects;

(b) to encourage within each country co-operation between the societies
that represent the interests of Biophysics;

(c) to contribute to the advancement of Biophysics in all its aspects.

2. For these purposes it shall have power:
(a) to set up commissions or bodies for special purposes;
(b) to organize international meetings and conferences;
(c) to collaborate with other scientific organizations;
(d) to act in all ways as a constituent union of the International Council

of Scientific Unions in accordance with the statutes of that body;
(e) to develop any activity deemed helpful to the forwarding of its declared

objects.
II. Membership

3. The International Union shall consist of a group of adhering national
bodies. In each country the adhering body shall be the National Academy,
the National Research Council or similar institution, a scientific Society or a
group of such Societies, or a body specially formed for the purpose of adhering
to the Union. In each case a National Committee of Biophysics shall be formed,
and adherence to the Union shall be ratified when the membership of this
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Committee has been reported to, and recognized by, the General Assembly
of the Union.

4. The term ' country' shall be understood to include all territories which
are scientifically independent.

5. The adhering bodies shall be required to pay an annual subscription to
the International Union. (See Article IV. 9.)

/ / / . National Committees

6. Each National Committee will be expected to co-ordinate within its own
country the interests of the various branches of Biophysics.

Each National Committee shall appoint delegates to represent it at the
General Assembly of the Union, and shall select a leader of its delegation,
who shall vote on behalf of his country at the General Assembly. (See Article
IV. 10.)

IV. General Assembly

7. The work of the Union shall be directed by the General Assembly of
delegates, which shall normally meet once every three years.

8. The membership of the General Assembly of the Union shall consist of
delegates appointed by the national adhering bodies, the delegates of the
Special and Affiliated Commissions (see paragraph 9 and Article VII), the
officers, and the ordinary members of the Council. Only the delegates, present
in person, may vote.

9. There shall be three levels of annual subscription, the amount to be
fixed by the General Assembly. Depending upon the level of subscription
chosen by the country, it shall have the right to send one, two, or three
delegates to the General Assembly. In addition, each Commission has the
right to send one delegate to the General Assembly.

10. At the General Assemblies, questions of an essentially scientific nature
shall be decided by a simple majority of all delegates present. Questions of an
essentially administrative nature shall be decided by a simple majority vote
of countries (each country having one vote) except for the modification of
Statutes (see paragraph 22). The President shall decide whether a question is
of an essentially scientific or essentially administrative nature.

V. Officers of the Union

11. The Officers of the Union shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents,
and a Secretary General, elected by the General Assembly, together with an
Honorary Vice-President. The President shall hold office for a period of about
three years, i.e. from the end of one General Assembly to the end of the
succeeding General Assembly. Similarly, the Vice-Presidents may hold
office for about three years, one of them normally then becoming President
and the other continuing to serve as an ordinary member of the Council for
one further term. The immediate past President shall hold office for three
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years as the Honorary Vice-President. The Secretary General shall hold
office for six years, but may be re-elected for further periods of three years
to a maximum of twelve years.

12. The Office of the Secretary General shall be the official centre of the
Union. It shall be the duty of the Secretary General to maintain relationship
with all bodies adhering to the International Union and all other relevant
organizations within the field of Biophysics. He shall prepare budgets and
agenda, and circulate them at least four months before meetings of the Council
and General Assembly.

VI. The Council

13. The executive body of the General Assembly shall be a Council, which
shall be guided in all its decisions by the tradition of free international
scientific co-operation. The officers of the Union, acting as a group, may
conduct the business of the Council in the intervals between meetings of the
Council, reporting subsequently to the Council.

14. The Council shall consist of the five Officers of the Union, who shall
also be the Officers of the Council, and not more than 12 ordinary members
(including the retiring Vice-President), who shall normally be elected from
among the members of the General Assembly.

The ordinary members of the Council shall serve for a term of three years
and may not serve for more than two consecutive terms. The Council may
co-opt to any vacancies which occur (including the officers) and any person
so co-opted has the same tenure of office as the person he replaces.

No member of the Council, either an ordinary member or an officer, shall
be individually liable for the corporate debts and liabilities of the Union or any
of its Commissions or Committees.

15. The meetings of the Council shall be held:
(a) during the General Assembly;
(b) normally once a year between each General Assembly, but exceptionally

at other times upon the decision of the Council.
Seven members of the Council shall constitute a quorum at a Council meeting.

VII. Commissions

16. Special Commissions may be set up by the General Assembly or by
the Council (subject to confirmation by the next General Assembly) to take
responsibility:

(a) for the various branches of Biophysics;
(b) for any other necessary purpose, including co-operation with other

international organizations.

17. The General Assembly shall elect the full members of each Special
Commission, taking into account the recommendations of the Council. The
Council shall appoint from among its number one representative on each

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0033583500001992 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0033583500001992


562 News from IUAPB

Special Commission who shall act as convenor, and co-ordinate the election
of a President and Secretary by the Commission.

18. Existing international bodies may be admitted as Affiliated Commissions
to the Union by the General Assembly or by the Council (subject to confirma-
tion by the next General Assembly). Affiliated Commissions shall pay an
annual subscription, the amount to be designated by the General Assembly.

19. The constitution and statutes of all Commissions must be approved by
the Council. The Secretary of each Commission shall be responsible for the
presentation of a report on the work of his Commission at each General
Assembly.

In Special Commissions, decisions are made on the majority of the full
members' votes, not by countries.

20. The Council shall have the right to designate a representative to sit on
the executive body of each Affiliated Commission. The Secretary General
shall receive copies of all official communications pertaining to the activities
of the Affiliated Commissions.

21. In addition to grants made to them by the Council, Commissions may
receive grants from other sources.

VIII. Modification of the Statutes

22. The present Statutes may be modified only by a two-thirds written
vote of all national bodies present at a General Assembly to which prior
notice of the change has been given on the agenda.

23. The English text is to be used in interpreting the present Statutes.

ADOPTED, STOCKHOLM, AUG. 2, 1961

MODIFIED, VIENNA, SEPT. 7, 1966

MODIFIED, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., AUG. 31, 1969

MODIFIED, COPENHAGEN, AUG. 6, 1975

Forthcoming Meetings
1976

March

22-27 5 t n International Conference on the Global Impacts of Applied
Microbiology. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Write: Secretariat, c/o
Botany Department, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, 22-11,
Malaysia.

29-2 April 9th International Symposium on Metal-Ligand Inter-
actions in Organic and Biochemistry. Jerusalem. Write: Professor
B. Pullman, Foundation Edmond de Rothschild, 13 rue P et
M. Curie. 75005 P. Paris, France.
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April
20-23 Third European Meeting on Cybernetics and Systems Research.

Vienna, Austria, Write: Secretariat of the Austrian Society for
Cybernetic Studies, Schottengasse 3, A-1010, Wien.

May

2-6 IUB Symposium on Organization and Expression of the Eukar-
yotic Genome. Tehran, Iran. Write: Dr K. Javaherian, P.O. Box
14-1700, Teheran 14, Iran.

3-6 Symposium on The Organization and Expression of Eukaryotic
Genomes. University of Tehran. Write: Dr K. Javaherian, Bio-
physics Laboratory, Portsmouth Polytechnic, Gun House, Hamp-
shire Terrace, Portsmouth.

MaylJune IUPAC 5th International Fermentation Symposium, W.
Berlin, BRD.
IUPAC 50th Anniversary Meeting of American Chemical Society.
Division of Colloid and Surface Chemistry, Puerto Rico, U.S.A.

June

28-1 July 5th Biennial Int. CODATA Conference. Boulder, Col.
U.S.A. Write: CODATA Secretariat, 51 Bd. de Montmorency,
F-75016 Paris, France.

July

12-16 IUPAC 6th International Congress on Catalysis. London, U.K.
25-30 Congress of the International Union of Physiological Sciences.

Ireland. Write: Professor R. W. Hunsperger, Physiologisches
Institut, Ramistrasse 69, CH-8001 Zurich, Switzerland.

25-31 10th International Congress of Biochemistry. Hamburg, F.R.G.
Write: Dr W. Fritsche, Varrentrappstr. 40/42 PO 900440 D-6000
Frankfurt a.M. 90, FRG.

28- n th European Marine Biological Symposium. Galway, Ireland.
Write: Professor O'Ceidigh, University College, Galway, Ireland.

August

2-6 n t h International Conference on Medical and Biological
Engineering. Ottawa, Canada. Write: Mr J. A. Hopps, National
Research Council, Ottawa KiA oR8, Canada.
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August {continued)

15-21 IUPAC 8th International Symposium on Carbohydrate
Chemistry: Kyoto, Japan.

23-28 IUPAC 10th International Symposium on Chemistry of
Natural Products. Dunedin, New Zealand.

29-3 September 5th International Congress of Histochemistry and
Cytochemistry. Bucharest, Romania. Write: Dr D. Onicescu,
8 Progresului str. Bucharest, Romania.

September

6-11 International Congress for Cell Biology. Boston, U.S.A. Write
Dr K. R. Porter, University of Colorado, P.O. Box ICCB Boulder,
Co. 80302, U.S.A.
3rd IUPAC Conference on Physical Organic Chemistry, Mont-
pellier, France.
Vllth International Conference on Magnetic Resonance in Bio-
logical Systems to be held in Quebec. Write: R. W. Dolan, Execu-
tive Secretary, National Research Council of Canada. Ottawa,
Canada KiA OR6.

October

10-16 16th General Assembly of ICSU. Washington D.C., U.S.A.
Write: ICSU Secretariat, 51 Boulevard de Montmorency, F-75016
Paris, France.

1977

July

18-23 IUPAC 18th International Conference on Coordination
Chemistry, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

September

4-10 26th IUPAC Congress, Tokyo, Japan.

Autumn Vlth International Symposium on Magnetic Resonance
Banff, Alberta. Write: Dr L. W. Reeves, Department of Chemistry,
University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2L 3GI.

Dates unknown

International Congress of Physiological Sciences Paris, France.
Write: Professor M. Fontaine, Museum Nat. d'Histoire Naturelle,
57 rue Cuvier, F-75005 Paris, France.
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