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JAMES WILLARD HURST
October 6, 1910 — June 18, 1997

News of the death of Willard Hurst reached the Law and History
Review as this issue was going to press. Few American scholars,
whether lawyers or historians—or both—would contest the New
York Times’ description of Willard Hurst as “the dean of Ameri-
can legal historians” (20 June 1997). But Hurst’s name is known
to legal historians the world over, for in our field he was assured-
ly one of the giants of the twentieth century, his intellectual in-
fluence reaching well beyond the continental United States, his ci-
vility and scholarly generosity earning him the respect and
affection of all who encountered him.

Obituaries have already appeared to mark Hurst’s death. For a
scholarly journal, however, it seems most appropriate to honor a
great scholar not with ceremonies of passing but with signs of
continuing engagement. The Law and History Review will there-
fore plan to devote a future issue to Willard Hurst as legal histori-
an, his work and its impact.
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