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Steven M. Maser

Steven M. Maser, Willamette Univer-
sity, has received the Burlington
Northern Foundation Faculty
Achievement Award for 1989 in
recognition of outstanding academic
and professional achievements.

Eugene B. Skolnikoff, professor of
political science at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, received the
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays,
Neck Ribbon for "his many con-
tributions to the promotion of
friendship and mutual understanding
between Japan and the United
States." The award particularly
recognizes his work on energy-related
issues.

D. Grier Stephenson, Jr., Franklin &
Marshall College, was named as
Charles A. Dana Professor of
Government.

In Memoriam

J. Thomas Askew
The day after Iranian students

took American embassy personnel
hostage in Tehran, in 1979, I wan-
dered over to Thomas Askew's office
down the hall from mine. Retired,
Tom had been named a professor
emeritus of political science and con-
tinued to come in to the department
every day. I knew he would have

some interesting observations on the
likely repercussions of the crisis for
the Carter administration.

His door was wide upon but his
ruddy face, always assured to light
up the room with a twinkling smile
at the arrival of a visitor, was no-
where in sight. Around the perimeter
of his desk stood a high wall of
books. As I approached this literary
fortress, a hand appeared at the top
of the wall and removed a book. I
peered around to see several more
books laying open on Tom's desk
and another stack resting next to his
knee. I cleared my throat and Tom
looked up from his reading, a 1,000-
watt grin brightening the room and
Sam Ervin-eyebrows beginning to
dance.

I kidded him that a professor
emeritus was supposed to take it
easy, not check out half the books in
the library.

"I 'm going to read everything we
have on Iran," he replied, then
launched into an informative review
of what he had learned so far about
Iran's history and the immediate
wellsprings of the fundamentalist
revolution underway.

Here was vintage Joseph Thomas
Askew, born in Carrollton, Georgia,
on March 15, 1903, and, therefore,
seventy-six at the time of the Iranian
crisis. Many a mortal would have
been content at that age with a
round of golf and some gardening.
Tom enjoyed both putting and put-
tering (we rarely broke 100 on the
fairways but, at one time, he had
one of the best azalea gardens in the
county). Above all, though, he was
to his last days fascinated by politics
—and fascinating in his political
recollections and commentary. He
could converse at length on his early
remembrances of the fiery Georgia
populist Tom Watson, or offer a
trenchant discourse on the latest mis-
takes of the national Democratic
party (for which he kept hoping for
better days). And he was always
interested in the views of his younger
colleagues and questioned them
about current events whenever they
were free. Tom was a southern gen-
tleman, an insightful scholar, a polit-
ical moderate (Senator Ernest Holl-
ings of South Carolina particularly
caught his eye), and, despite his age,
a lively, well-informed colleague.

On October 17, 1989, after eighty-
six years on this earth (fifty spent in
the service of the University of
Georgia), Tom Askew departed for
the undiscovered country. He suc-
cumbed peacefully in his hospital bed
to heart failure, an ice cream in his
hand and his two attractive grand-
cildren at his side.

As a youth, Tom Askew had
excelled in his studies, winning a Phi
Beta Kappa key (at Piedmont Col-
lege) and admission to Pi Sigma
Alpha (the University of Georgia).
Following graduate studies in history
and political science at the University
of Georgia, he practiced journalism
for three years with the Miami
Herald (1924-27), taught history in
Clarkesville, Georgia, at the 9th Dis-
trict A & M (1927-29), and then set-
tled into residence in his beloved
Athens, Georgia, as an instructor in
history and political science at the
University of Georgia (1929-35).

In 1935, an administrative oppor-
tunity opened up at Armstrong
Junior College in Savannah and Tom
tried his hand as a dean. By 1940,
his administrative talents had carried
him all the way to the presidency of
the College. The war against Hitler
interrupted this work and, in 1943,
Tom went on active duty in the
Navy, serving until the totalitarian
demons were finally subdued in
1945. He then followed his heart
back to Athens, rejoining the faculty
of history and political science at the
University of Georgia.

Tom rose steadily through the aca-
demic ranks. In addition to his heavy
teaching responsibilities and research
interests, Tom served the University
in a wide variety of administrative
posts, among them: registrar (1947-
49), assistant to the president and
director of public relations (1949-51),
and dean of students (1949-55). His
advice was much sought after, from
the peaks of the University hierarchy
to the lowliest entering freshmen (for
whom he always had an open door).

Tom also served as the treasurer
and corresponding secretary of the
Southern Political Science Associa-
tion (1935) and as Commanding
Officer, U.S. Naval Reserve Elec-
tronics Unit in Athens (1955-61),
among many other academic and
civic posts. Among his writings stood
the widely read The Government of
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Georgia (published in 1959, with
Merritt B. Pound as co-author).

Though Tom's life was punctuated
mainly with successes, he also experi-
enced its deepest tragedies, losing
both his wife and his daughter to
cancer when they were still young.
Their photographs adorned his office
and his eyes would water whenever
he spoke of them. Despite these mis-
fortunes, Tom remained a warm and
high-spirited individual, bringing
happiness to all who knew him.

From among his many accomplish-
ments, Tom will be best remembered
perhaps for his warmth and gracious
humanity that he so freely shared
with everyone. In this hurry-up age,
he took the time to be a friend; he
cared deeply about the disadvan-
taged; and he was keenly devoted to
every student who came his way. The
memories of this kindly man—lost in
thought behind a wall of books or
carrying friendship to every corner of
the campus—will long endure at the
University.

Loch K. Johnson
University of Georgia

Clarence A. Berdahl
Until his death on September 12,

1989, Clarence A. Berdahl was a
source of joy for many different
reasons. The way stations of his life
do not reflect this adequately: Born
on Flag Day in 1890 in Baltic, only
seven months after South Dakota
became a state, and after attending
Augustana College, he received a
bachelor's degree from St. Olaf Col-
lege (1914), a master's degree from
the University of South Dakota
(1917), a graduate fellowship in polit-
ical science at the University of
Illinois in its 50th year (1917) and
three years later his doctorate (the
Department's fifth ever), teaching
position at the University of Illinois
from 1920 until his retirement in
1958, and, after almost a decade of
teaching at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, a 22-year role as political science
Nestor in Urbana-Champaign. Such
longevity is of course remarkable
(something he attributed to his stern
Norwegian upbringing), but what
was it that made Clarence so distinc-
tive to so many of us?

For one thing, we knew Clarence
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as a dedicated scholar who made
solid contributions to knowledge in
the budding discipline of political sci-
ence. Such books as War Powers of
the Executive in the United States
(1921) and The Policy of the United
States with Respect to the League of
Nations (1932), not to speak of his
many articles in scholarly journals,
were important in developing the
field and, particularly, enhancing the
impression among government offi-
cials that professional political scien-
tists were to be taken seriously. Late
in his formal career he helped write
two of the more compelling books
published by the political scientists of
the time: Toward a More Respon-
sible Two-Party System (1950) and
Presidential Nominating Politics in
1952 (1954).

We also knew Clarence for the
sense of continuity in the political
science discipline that he gave us. It
was not merely that he numbered
among his close associates and
friends such men as John Fairlie,
Frederic Ogg, Charles Merriam, and
James Garner, but that he had, with
them, helped to shape the profession.
Younger members of the American
Political Science Association may
have seen Clarence mainly as the
Association's senior in terms of con-
tinuous membership—an APSA
member since 1917! Those of us with
more historical interest or recollec-
tion will have seen him as a man
strongly committed to the profession.
For a decade (1923-32) he sat on the
editorial board of The American
Political Science Review, even acting
as managing director in 1923-24; and
from 1919 to 1930 provided the
Review's readers with a quarterly
bibliography, "Recent Publications
of Political Interest: Books and
Periodicals." His membership on the
Association's Research Committee,
chaired by Merriam, was only the
first of several important assign-
ments, including election to the
Council, chairing the Program and
APSR Evaluation committees, and
serving on the influential Committee
on Political Parties.

The University of Illinois knew
Clarence, its oldest professor
emeritus, as an exemplary academic
citizen. Throughout his tenure he
gave the University effective leader-
ship, serving on various University
committees and chairing the Division

of Social Sciences (1935-39) as well
as the Department of Political Sci-
ence (1942-48). World War I saw
him leave the University to perform
military service. In subsequent years
he provided the Department of State
with policy analysis on international
organizations, the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS) through wartime
liaison among the Norwegians,
British, and Americans, and, in 1945,
the United Nations Conference in
San Francisco in his role as Assistant
Executive Officer. In local politics
he generously gave his talents to
the Champaign County Democratic
Party.

Doubtless most important was
Clarence's human warmth. With his
devoted wife, Evelyn, who died in
1973, he offered hospitality to gen-
erations of colleagues and students.
The latter, particularly, came to
treasure him. In fact, after his retire-
ment the Department honored his
teaching skills by creating as its top
prize the Clarence A. Berdahl Under-
graduate Teaching Award. Clarence
also gave us a firm linkage between
Norwegian and American society.
His grandfather's homestead in the
Dakotas, after all, had provided
Clarence's brother-in-law, O. E.
Rolvaag, the basis for Giants in the
Earth, the stunning depiction of Nor-
wegian immigrant life in the United
States. Clarence's nephew, Karl
Fritjof ("Fritz") Rolvaag, became
governor of Minnesota. Clarence's
ties to the Norwegian communities in
the Midwest, visits to Norway,
especially the valley of Berdaal
whence his family sprang, liaison
work during World War II, and, not
to be forgotten, participation in the
Helmskringla Club at the University
of Illinois lent Norwegian-American
culture a real presence.

Clarence was proud not to have
been sick a day in his life. He played
softball until his 80s, hiked until his
90s, appeared in his office every day
until summer 1989, regularly at-
tended social gatherings and concerts
at the Krannert Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and talked about poli-
tics and political science until his
mercifully brief illness. We shall miss
him.

Richard L. Merritt
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
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