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WHEN THE LIGHTS WENT OuT
A History of Blackouts in America
David E. Nye

Examining electricity’s increasingly central role in
American society, David Nye looks at power outages
from 1935 to the present, not simply as technical
failures but also variously as military tactics, social
disruption, crisis in the networked city, the outcome of
political and economic decisions and memories enshrined
in photographs.

306 pp. (26 illus.)

£20.95 * cloth * 978-0-262-01374-1

A VAST MACHINE

Computer Models, Climate Data, and
the Politics of Global Warming

Paul N. Edwards

Global warming skeptics often argue the need to wait
for real data, that the case for global warming is based
only on model predictions and simulations. In A Vast
Machine Paul Edwards has news for these doubters:
without models, there is no data. Today, no collection of
signals or observations becomes global in time and
space without passing through a series of data models.
Edwards offers an engaging and innovative history of
how scientists learned to understand the atmosphere
— to measure it, trace its past, and model its future.
528 pp. (74 illus.) - May

£24.95 « cloth * 978-0-262-01392-5

THERMOPOETICS

Energy in Victorian Literature
and Science

Barri J. Gold

Charting the simultaneous emergence of the laws

of thermodynamics in literature and in physics that
began in the 1830s, Barri Gold finds that not only can
science influence literature, but literature can influence
science. Gold’s original readings of works by Alfred
Tennyson, Charles Dickens, Herbert Spencer, Bram
Stoker and Oscar Wilde offer a decidedly literary
introduction to elements of thermodynamic thought.
288 pp. (2illus.)

£22.95 « cloth « 978-0-262-01372-7

URBAN MODERNITY

Cultural Innovation in the Second
Industrial Revolution

Miriam R. Levin, Sophie Forgan, Martina
Hessler, Robert H. Kargon and Morris Low
This book examines the invention of modernity through
the construction of an urban-centered, industrial-based
culture, by looking at the dynamic connecting urban
planning, museums, educational institutions, and
expositions in Paris, London, Chicago, Berlin and Tokyo
from 1870 to 1930.

304 pp. (25 illus.) * June

£22.95 « cloth « 978-0-262-01398-7

CRAFTING THE QUANTUM

Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice
of Theory, 1890-1926

Suman Seth

“This is a very impressive book, containing numerous
new and innovative ideas and interpretations of the life
and work of Arnold Sommerfeld and the school of
students he led. A major contribution and a stirring
history of some of the key players in quantum theory.”
— Andrew Warwick, Imperial College, London

368 pp. (24 illus.)
£23.95 « cloth * 978-0-262-01373-4

TECHNOLOGY AND THE MAKING OF
THE NETHERLANDS

The Age of Contested Modernization,
1890-1970

Edited by Johan Schot, Harry Lintsen
and Arie Rip

This study offers an account of twentieth-century
technology in the Netherlands and a view of Dutch
history through the lens of technology. It describes the
trajectory of modernisation through technology in certain
characteristically Dutch contexts, but at the same time
makes it clear that Dutch struggles over technology
choices, infrastructure development, mass production
and the role of government are comparable to the
experience of any Western industrialised country.

£26.95 « 640 pp. * cloth » 978-0-262-01362-8
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Arabic Sciences and Philosophy (ASP) is an international
journal devoted to the Arabic sciences, mathematics and
philosophy in the world of Islam between the eighth and
eighteenth centuries, in a cross-cultural context. In 2009,
the journal extended its scope to include important papers
on scientific modernization from the nineteenth century in
the Islamic world. Together with original studies on the
history of all these fields, ASP also offers work on the
inter-relations between Arabic and Greek, Indian, Chinese,
Latin, Byzantine, Syriac and Hebrew sciences and philosophy.
Casting new light on the growth of these disciplines, as well
as on the social and ideological context in which this growth
took place, ASPis essential reading for those interested in
these areas.
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