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Igbo
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Nsukka, Nigeria

The style of speech illustrated is that of many educated speakers of standard Igbo.
Standard Igbo can be seen as a fusion of aspects of central Igbo and Onitsha Igbo. In its
present form standard Igbo cannot be localized in any particular region or area of Igboland
(TIkekeonwu 1985).

Consonants

Bilabial |Lab-dent.| Dental |Alveolar |Postalv. | Palatal | Velar |Glouwal |Lab.-Vel.

Plosive p b t d k g ET) 65

Nasal m n n n

Fricative f s z |J Y A

Affricate tf d3

Approx-
mant 1 ] w

Lateral
Approx. !

Labialized Velars: kw, gw, nw

p apa apa scar t 1a ‘chew’ k kd ka  ‘more’
b gbd uba ‘wealth® [d da da ‘fall’ g gid g4 ‘go’
m mi mi ‘me’ nonyg nd ‘hear’ n i nd  ‘drink’
n nd nyg  ‘defecate’
f fé fé ‘fly’ s sa sa ‘wash’
Zz za za ‘swell’ Yy 4dya 4ghda ‘war’
J afa asha ‘weaver h 4ha 4ha ‘name’
bird’
f g4 cha  ‘ripen’
& a‘&kd 4ja ‘sand’
1 14 ri ‘eat’ j i yi ‘resemble’
1 T hi ‘bury’
kw akwa akwa ‘bed’ kp akpa akpa ‘bag’
gw agwa agwa ‘behavior’ gb agba agba ‘fame’
gw nwi npwd  ‘die’ w wd wa Csplit

Journal of the International Phonetic Association (1991) 21:2.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50025100300004473 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025100300004473

100 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE IPA

Vowels

i isi isi ‘head’

I ib3 ibo ‘dissect’

y ymy umu  ‘children’

u ému ému ‘derision’

o €ko éko ‘gizzard’

e uko ukd ‘rafter, roof’
Q omi omy ‘marrow’

a aky dky ‘kernel’
Conventions

Both dental and alveolar plosives [t, d] and [t, d] are found in the language. The
alveolar plosive allophones occur mainly in the environment of /u/ and /y/. The voiced
post-alveolar approximant /i/ is realized as a flap [r] intervocalically e.g. 4rd {drd]
‘madness’.

The labial-velar plosives /IEB, gb/ involve double articulation; the velar and labial
closures are made and released simultaneously. The airstream used is pulmonic
eggressive. However, in some dialects, e.g. Enu- Onitsha Igbo, the voiced bilabial-velar
plosive /gb/ may be realized as a voiced bilabial implosive [6] and in the Owerri dialect /kp/
may be realized as a voiceless bilabial implosive [p]. Aspirated and nasalized consonants
are not used in standard Igbo. They are, however, used distinctively in some Igbo dialects
e.g. Umuahia and Owerri within Inland East Igbo (Inland East Igbo incorporates what was
known as Central Igbo in earlier writings). A voiced labiodental fricative [v] occurs in
some Igbo dialects but not in standard Igbo; the Umuahia dialect has [njv9] for ‘finger nail’
where standard Igbo has [nib¢].

There is vowel harmony in Igbo. The 8 vowels fall into two sets distinguished by
pharyngeal cavity size (Lindau 1975), with ‘expanded’ vs ‘unexpanded’ pharynx. The sets
are shown below. Vowels from different sets do not normally co-occur in a word. This
distinction is often discussed in terms of an ATR (Advanced Tongue Root) parameter,
since fronting the tongue root contributes to pharyngeal expansion. One of the diacritics
(., Jor [.,]can be used to distinguish one set of vowels from the other. In this illustration
the unexpanded (-ATR) set are marked, except that since separate letters are used for /e/ and
/a/ it is unnecessary to use a diacritic to distinguish this pair. The older tradition of using
symbols that suggest the auditory height differences of the vowels, as indicated by their
locations on the accompanying vowel chart, can be used as an alternative. The suggested
symbols would be:

Expanded ([+ATR]) Unexpanded ([-ATR])
i u I U
€ o a b}

Two distinctive tones are often recognized in Igbo; in addition, there is a third tone,
a downstepped high. The tones may be marked as follows:
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[1 =high; [°] =low [*°] =downstep.
In our text illustration we have left the low tone unmarked. In the orthography, however,
the downstep is usually indicated with a macron [7] on the affected segment. In the words
used for exemplification and in the orthographic version of the passage in the Qnwu
orthography (the current orthography for Igbo) we have marked all the tones.

There is the tonal phenomenon of downdrift in Igbo: each succeeding high tone is
lower than the preceding one, especially when there is an intervening low tone. In a
sequence H - L - H, the second high is on a lower pitch than the first. Low tones are also
affected by downdrift. This phenomenon, of course, is of no phonemic significance.

Transcription of recorded passage

ikuku dguiy na d‘nwi naailitd g*ka 6pé *kd ibe ja iké mgbe A4
fiyzy otu 6né idze ka 6 ji uwé Uguiy ja ndabjd. ha kwekoqijtaia na 6pé
‘buru Yzo méé ka 6pé idze dfy jipu uwé tja ka 4 ga éwe di ka oné ka ibe
jé 1ké. ikuku ggury wéé malité féé, féé, féé, otu iké ‘ja ha; ma ka ¢ na
efé ka 6pé idze aAu na edzidési *uwé ¢ja ‘iké na ahg ‘ja. ja fékata Rdpuy.
mgbe 4dhu a‘nwi wéé tfdputd, tfdsitké méé ka ebe niitlé kpoié ¢'ku
ndtdtufuyi 6ge opé idze dhu jipuiy uwé ‘ja nké a meise ikuku uguyiy
kweie na a‘nwu ka ja iké.

Orthographic text
Tkdikl gird na Anwii na-anjritd dka Snyé kaibeé yd iké mgbé hd hird Std 6nyé
ij& ka 6 yi uwé igliry yd na-abjd. Ha kwekoritara na ényé biri izo méé ka 6nyé ije dhu

N NN

iké ya ha; ma ka ¢ na-&fé ka onyé ijé 4hu na-¢jidési awe yaikeé na ahd ya. Y4 fékatd
hapl. Mgbé ahl Anwi wéé chapltd, chasike, méé ka ébé niile kporé ¢kii; nd-atufughi

6ge onyé ijé 4hl yipurd iwé ya. Nké a mere ikukd fgiry kweré na Anwii ka y4 iké.
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