
Editorial

With this issue, The China Quarterly finally comes under the wing of
the Contemporary China Institute and 1 take over from Roderick
MacFarquhar as Executive Editor. During the past nine years, since the
first issue in 1960, The China Quarterly has established itself as the lead-
ing western journal on developments in and affecting contemporary
China. Its success is a great tribute to my predecessor and all those who
have worked for The China Quarterly directly or indirectly.

Despite a change of ownership and editors, the aim of The China
Quarterly will still be to serve the needs of all those with a serious
interest in China both within and outside the academic world. Some
times the needs of these two different groups conflict and the occasional
article which is too detailed for the general reader, or too general for the
expert, cannot be avoided. On the whole, however, the ideal will be to
maintain a high standard both of scholarship and readability, drawing
contributions from all shades of opinion on developments in China and
from all parts of the world. The China Quarterly will continue to deal
primarily with trends and events in China since 1949 but also with earlier
developments directly relevant to that period and with the influence of
China beyond her borders.

In the last analysis only our readers can say whether The China
Quarterly is providing what they need. 1 hope that my job as Executive
Editor will give me the opportunity to meet personally many of our
readers and contributors but there will, unfortunately, be some whom I
cannot hope to meet. To such people I would like to say that any
comments on The China Quarterly, or opinions about what it should or
should not tackle, will be very welcome at all times.

DAVID C. WILSON.
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