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PREFACE 

THE Symposium on Glacier Beds : the Ice- R ock Interface wa~ organi zed by the Canadia n 
Na tiona l R esearch Council 's Subcommittee on Glac iers a nd sponsored by the Roya l Society 
of Canada a nd Carleton University, O ttawa , Onta rio, Canad a, with fin ancia l assista nce from 
the Na tional R esearch Council of Canada, Fishe ries and Env ironment Canada, and Energy, 
Mines and R esources, Canad a, a nd was held in Carleton U nive rsi t y from 15 to '9 August, 978. 
The Organizing Commit tee consisted of C. S . L. Omma nney, Chairma n (Fisheries a nd 
Environment Canada), G . K . C. Cla rke, C ha irma n of Pa pers Committee (D epa rtment of 
Geoph ys ics a nd Astronomy, U niversity of British Columbia ) , J. P . J ohnson (D epa rtment of 
Geography, Carle ton U niversi ty, O ttawa) , S . J . J ones (Glacio logy Division , Fisheries and 
Environment Canada) , R . M . K oerner (Pola r Continenta l Shelf Projec t, Energy, Mines and 
R esources Canad a ) , W . H . M a thews (D epa rtment of G eology, University of British 
Columbia ) , W. S. B. Pa terson (Pola r Continenta l Shelf Proj ect , Energy, Mines a nd R esources 
Canada) , V. K. Prest (Geological Survey of Canad a, Energy, Mines and R esources Canada), 
R . J. Rogerson (D epartment of Geography, M emorial Unive rsity of Newfoundland). This 
committee a rra nged both the sc ientific progra mme and the local organi za tion. Papers were in 
three categori es : invited pa pers, contributed papers, and repo rts on current wo rk . Invited 
pa pers were reques ted by the committee and w ere chosen to provide a review of the present 
sta te of knowled ge of glacier bed s. Contributed papers were se lec ted by the Papers Committee 
from among those for which titles had been submitted by a d eadline in December ' 977. 
Reports on current work were selec ted by the committee from titles submitted later than this 
d a te and were intended to p rovide an opportunity for reports on work more recent than the 
contributed pa pers' deadline o r still in progress . The first c ircula r for the Symposium giving 
further de ta ils was published in the Society's news bulletin I ce, No. 52 , 1976. 

T he Organizing Committee reques ted the Interna tiona l Glaciological Society to consider 
publica tion of the proceedings in the J ournal oJ Claciology , and to this the Socie ty agreed on the 
same conditi ons as apply to it s own symposia, that the papers are received by a stated deadline 
a nd a re then subj ec ted to the same refereeing procedure as fo r pa pers submitted to th e ] ournal 
oJClaciology in the usua l way. Both invited a nd contributed pa pers were elig ible for publica­
tion in this fo rm, a nd this issue of the J ournal conta ins those pa pers toge ther wi th abstracts of 
papers presented a t the Symposium but not published in full (fo r wha tever reason) . Abstrac ts 
are also included for those contributed papers accepted for the m ee ting which , because of the 
absence of the ir a uthors, were no t presented or discusst'd . 

An edited version of the discussions which took place is a lso included. These discussions 
have been based on written contributions handed in by pa rtic ipants in the di scussion a t the 
end of the session , apart from the general discussion in Session J, which has been edited from a 
tape-recording of the proceedings. All pa rticipants have been sent the draft edit ed version of 
their general discussion contributions and g iven an opportunity to correct or up-date it. 

The pa pers in the issue are in the order in which they were presented at the Symposium, 
a nd thus invited papers are dispersed throug h the volume a nd precede other papers on a 
similar topic. . 

The Editors of the J ournal a cknowledge the help they have received from m embers of the 
Organizing C ommittee in the handling of papers, including the prepara ti on o f the reports of 
discussions a nd assistance wi th organizing the refereeing of pa pers. 
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