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This article is intended to inform the public about a rather large and repre-
sentative publishing project in sociolinguistics, and at the same time to ask
the readers to send in their critical comments. This handbook of so-
ciolinguistics will be published by Walter de Gruyter (Berlin, New York).
The publication date will be some time in 1987. The editors will try to find
competent contributors for all the 192 articles of the Handbook. The editors
would be grateful for any points of criticism. Critical comments should be
sent to: Prof. D. Ulrich Ammon, Universitat Duisburg Gesamthochschule,
Fachbereich 3 - Germanistik, Lotharstrasse 65, 4100 Duisburg 1, Federal
Republic of Germany.

MOTIVATION AND OUTLINE OF CONTENTS

As an independent discipline, sociolinguistics is still relatively new. A few
isolated initial probes at the end of the 1960s and the beginning of the 1970s were
followed by the spectacular and widely publicized development of sociolinguis-
tics, a development which occurred more or less simultaneously in various
countries. This was the result not only of educational and social policy but also of
reasons intrinsic to the discipline itself. In the Federal Republic of Germany,
economic stagnation gave rise to demands that more effective benefits should be
reaped from the "reserves of talent" and greater mobility created between the
social classes. This meant, of course, that class-specific language differences
were brought into focus: If the demands were to be realized, these differences
had to be investigated. In the United States, the problem of the city ghettos was a
major concern: Plans to integrate the ghetto inhabitants without studying their
specific use of language were hardly likely to succeed. From here, some parallels
can be drawn to the problems of the immigrant ghettos which were emerging in
West German cities. Once given closer consideration, these social and educa-
tional problems proved to be extremely complex, and it became evident that
practical solutions were urgently required. This was the motivation for various
kinds of research in sociolinguistics.

On the other hand, a number of other academic disciplines could also logically
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expect the new science of sociolinguistics to contribute to the resolution of
important, intrinsically academic problems. In its scientifically most stringent
form of generative transformational grammar, linguistics had, to a large extent,
lost any relation to empirical research. This formalized theory was then con-
fronted with the unavoidable fact of extremely diverse language variation for
which it had no explanation to offer. Sociolinguistics promised to fill this
vacuum and adjust the imbalance without threatening to compromise the high
standards of theoretical development which had once been established. At the
same time, sociolinguistics appeared to be a potential link between theory-
conscious formal linguistics and the traditional disciplines of linguistics such as
dialectology, which dealt largely with empirical material. The new discipline
also raised expectations in the field of sociology where the significance of lan-
guage for virtually all social processes had often been pointed out. Up to this
point, sociology had received little support from linguistics as previously prac-
ticed. Within the structuralist paradigm, either the social aspects of language had
been assiduously abstracted away or else the relation to theory was all too
distant. Finally, educational theory set its hopes on sociolinguistics; the decisive
initiators of sociolinguistics were themselves educational theoreticians (e.g.,
Bernstein, Roeder), and it was logical that teaching methods would be more
successful if they took the learners' language into the closest possible considera-
tion, that is, also in its social variation. The detailed description of teaching aims
and of proficiency assessment could again not simply abstract from the language
of the learners. For reasons such as these, sociolinguistics was, and still is, also
of direct concern to educational theory in general and not merely to the theory of
language teaching.

Admittedly, the initial euphoria over sociolinguistics has now largely dissi-
pated; inflated and over-optimistic expectations have been toned down to reason-
able hopes (in fact, some expectations have been unjustly and far too hastily
dismissed). However, the scope and intensity of research activities has continued
to increase, particularly on an international scale. This confirms the practical and
academic relevance of sociolinguistics in various areas in the past and the pre-
sent. Correspondingly, there are good reasons for sociolinguistics now being
well established as a university discipline in various countries. Publications in
sociolinguistics are now so numerous and thematically so diverse that even
specialists have difficulty keeping track of them.

In light of this situation, it is highly surprising that no systematic and compre-
hensive overview has yet been published. Some - now largely outdated - at-
tempts at an overview (e.g., Hertzler 1965) and various introductions (e.g.,
Dittmar 1973; Marcellesi & Gardin 1973; Trudgill 1974; Fishman 1972) do
exist. There is also a whole series of anthologies, but these either document a
state of research which has now been updated (e.g., Steger 1982; Fishman
1968), or they are limited in theme, in some cases influenced by the incidental
nature of conferences. Given this situation, a comprehensive overview is
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urgently required. The Handbook has been designed to fulfill this need. With this
overall objective, the Handbook intends to realize the following functions:

1. To give a representative documentation of the present state of research.
Since the aim of the Handbook is to provide an all-round overview of the
discipline, theories, methods, and empirical findings will be presented as com-
prehensively as possible. Historical forerunners and research going on outside
the discipline itself, but nevertheless relevant to sociolinguistics, will be in-
cluded. Parallels and duplications in research will only be sketched as briefly as
possible.

2. To provide an inventory of the most advanced state of research. The
Handbook is to be as topical as possible. For this reason, interesting but recently
conceived theories and methods will also be presented, even if it has not yet been
possible to test them empirically.

3. To serve as a stimulation and guide for further research. The Handbook
plans to point out those perspectives in research which hold the greatest poten-
tial. In addition, it will show which concepts require further clarification; further,
it will show how much explanatory power particular hypotheses (theories) have
and how well-tested (verified) and relevant they are; above all, the methods of
sociolinguistics will be explained in the greatest possible detail and examples
presented, while particular difficulties will be highlighted. The Handbook should
be useful as a direct guide to method application.

4. To show the relevance of practice. The hypotheses (theories) will be evalu-
ated with respect to their validity and their capacity for solving practical prob-
lems, for example, in the theory of language teaching, language planning, and so
forth. Beyond this, the practice and relevance of sociolinguistics will not be
merely indicated: The relationship between sociolinguistics and established pro-
fessions will be elucidated.

The chosen term "sociolinguistics" appears to be more appropriate for the
comprehensive perspective of the Handbook than the possible alternative term,
"sociology of language." First, "sociolinguistics" is the more commonly used
name for the discipline. Besides, the term "sociolinguistics" seems to have a
more extensive field of meaning. Although there is no generally recognized
distinction in meaning between the two rival notions, "sociolinguistics," in
contrast to "sociology of language," refers more directly to the microlevel of
language variation without, however, excluding the macrolevel. So, if it is
possible to make any distinction between the meaning of the two terms at all,
"sociolinguistics" seems to be the more comprehensive.

The Handbook is designed to be international, both in its content and its
reception. As far as the content is concerned, this objective can only be realized
(since some limits have to be imposed on the Handbook) by leaving out some of
the generally less important details from various associated disciplines (in all
their international diversity). This makes a number of selective decisions on the
part of the editors and the authors necessary.
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In anticipation of an international reception, it is important to choose the most
suitable language. The editors have decided in favour of English as the main
language of the Handbook and, in general, the authors have been advised to use
English. However - in line with the aim of the series "Handbucher zur Sprach-
und Kommunikationswissenschaft'' - in order to encourage the use of German
as an academic language, particularly in the area of sociolinguistics, articles
written in German will also be accepted. In the long run, it will be left to the
authors themselves to choose either English or German. Articles which were
originally written in another language apart from German or English will be
translated into English or, if especially requested by the author, into German.

The Handbook is clearly primarily designed for use by teachers and students of
linguistics, media studies, the social sciences, and education studies, but we
hope it will also be relevant for practitioners in the fields of education and the
social services, media, publishing, and psychotherapy, to mention but a few.
The Handbook is most important for institutes of further education, especially for
inservice teacher-training, where it is essential to communicate an overview of
the most recent academic developments.

We plan to publish a condensed edition in paperback form later so that at least
the most important information is available at a reasonable price.

The Handbook comprises 192 articles in all. These articles have been sorted
into nine chapters. Ten experts in sociolinguistics from seven different countries
have assisted the editors in planning the present table of contents.

Under the main heading "Basics," the first chapter (I) deals both with basic
questions of the development of theory and also with basic concepts of so-
ciolinguistics. The latter have been divided into sociological and socio-
psychological concepts on the one hand and specifically sociolinguistic concepts
on the other. The idea of eventually including an additional section on basic
linguistic concepts was rejected, since this subject matter is either presented in
later chapters of the Handbook - particularly in chapter VI - or is already
available in a clear and more complete form in other lexica or handbooks, for
example, the Lexikon der germanistischen Linguistik.

The second chapter (II) presents the history of the discipline (and its prehisto-
ry) and the organisation of the discipline, including organs of publication and
career possibilities. The theme of the third chapter (III) is the relation between
sociolinguistics and its neighbouring and auxiliary disciplines, although not yet
including sociology and linguistics themselves.

The fourth chapter (IV) is especially comprehensive. This chapter presents
previous theories and theoretical approaches, the related empirical research re-
sults, and the particular social problems with which they are connected. The case
being discussed will decide whether more space is allotted to the theory or the
empirical work or, alternatively, the social problems involved.

The fifth chapter (V) is also relatively extensive. Here, both the methods of
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empirical research and the associated problems will be described. The chapter is
subdivided into three parts:

A. A general part where the basis for the choice of certain methods is ex-
plicated;

B. Methods of data elicitation;
C. Methods of recording, describing, or analysing data.

The sixth chapter (VI) pursues a line which has so far been quite rare in
sociolinguistics. It raises the question of the social significance and relevance of
levels of linguistic analysis. This question will be of primary concern to linguists.

In the seventh chapter (VII), the sociolinguistic characteristics of twenty-two
"Problem areas" in all will be described in short, separate articles.

The eighth chapter (VIII) is perhaps particularly innovatory because it devotes
a relatively large amount of space to the treatment of research problems within
the framework of historical sociolinguistics. After being neglected for a long
time, interest in the historical questions of sociolinguistics has recently been
growing.

In the ninth and concluding chapter (IX), the practical possibilities for applica-
tion will be discussed in detail. While most people here seem to be only aware of
the possibility of applying sociolinguistics in the area of language teaching, it is
easy to show that the range of possibilities is, in fact, far more extensive.

The nine chapters are followed by an appendix with a detailed subject and
terminology index and a bibliographical index ordered according to the authors.

TABLE OF CONTENTS IN OUTLINE

I Basics
A. Theoretical aspects
B. Basic sociological and sociopsychological concepts
C. Basic sociolinguistic concepts

II History and organisation of sociolinguistics as a discipline
A. History of the discipline
B. The organisation of the discipline

III Neighbouring and auxiliary disciplines
IV Social problems, theoretical approaches, and research results
V Problems of method

A. General
B. Elicitation methods
C. Recording and describing data

VI The social relevance of levels of linguistic analysis
VII Problem areas

VIII Historical sociolinguistics
IX Application

TABLE OF CONTENTS IN DETAIL (number of printed pages appears in parentheses)

I Basics (240, total) "sociology of language" (4)
A. Theoretical aspects 2. The subject matter of sociolinguistics

1. The relationship between sociology (4)
and linguistics: "Sociolinguistics" and 3. Definition (4)

77

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404500015906 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404500015906


ULRICH AMMON, NORBERT DITTMAR, AND KLAUS MATTHEIER

4. Description-Explanation (8)
5. Formalization (4)
6. Theory - Empirics (4)
7. Theory - Practice (8)
8. Temporal longitudinal and crosssec-

tional studies (4)
9. Micro-macrolevels (4)

B. Basic sociological and sociopsychologi-
cal concepts

10. Age/Generation (4)
11. Sex (4)
12. Religion (4)
13. Ethnicity (4)
14. Region (4)
15. Nation (4)
16. "Schicht" (4)
17. Class (4)
18. Role (4)
19. Norm (4)
20. Attitude (4)
21. Identity (4)
22. Prestige-Stigma (4)
23. Individual/Person (4)
24. Group (4)
25. Situation (4)
26. Social network (4)
27. Domain (4)
28. Town-Country (4)
29. Status/Caste (4)
30. Institution (4)
31. Subculture (4)

C. Basic sociolinguistic concepts
32. Speech community (8)
33. Diglossia/Polyglossia (8)
34. Communicative competence (8)
35. Functional type of language (type of

language use) (8)
36. Variety (4)
37. Sociolect (4)
38. Register/Style (8)
39. Repertoire (4)
40. Idiolect (4)
41. Technical/Special language (4)
42. "Abstandsprache-Ausbausprache''

(4)
43. Colloquial language/Slang/Jargon (8)
44. Standard language-Unified lan-

guage-Dialect (8)
45. National language/Nationality lan-

guage (4)
46. Creole/Pidgin language (4)
47. First, second, native, foreign lan-

guage (4)
48. Classical language/Ritual language

(4)
49. International auxiliary language (ar-

tificial-natural) (4)

50. Lingua franca (4)
51. Restricted code-Elaborated code (4)

II The history and organisation of so-
ciolinguistics as a discipline (92, total)
A. History of the discipline

52. Language and society in prestruc-
turalistic linguistics (8)

53. Language and society in structuralis-
tic generative linguistics (8)

54. Sociolinguistic aspects in traditional
dialectology (8)

55. The role of language in sociological
research (8)

56. Sociolinguistic aspects in cultural an-
thropology/Language relativism (8)

57. Language and society from a Marxist
point of view (8)

58. History of research on language con-
tact (4)

59. History of research on pidgins and
Creoles (4)

B. The organisation of the discipline
60. Organisation of the discipline "so-

ciolinguistics" (8)
61. Bibliography and organs of publica-

tion (8)
62. Opportunities for training, studying,

and careers (12)
63. Research policy (8)

III Neighbouring and auxiliary disciplines (56,
total)
64. Psycholinguistics (8)
65. Social psychology (8)
66. Ethnology/Folklore (8)
67. Cultural sociology (4)
68. Dialect geography (4)
69. Ethnomethodology (8)
70. Symbolic interactionism (8)
71. Social geography (4)
72. Political economy (4)

IV Social problems, theoretical approaches,
and research results (248, total)

73. Research on language barriers in the
Bernstein school (12)

74. Research on city language (12)
75. Research on varieties (12)
76. Research on language attitudes (12)
77. Research on language contact (sys-

tematic and problem related descrip-
tion) (8)

78. Research on language conflicts (8)
79. Research on language functions (8)
80. Research on language planning (12)
81. Research on national languages (8)
82. Research on pidgins and Creoles (sys-

tematic and problem related descrip-
tion) (12)
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83. Research on technical languages (8)
84. The ethnography of speaking (8)
85. Dialect sociology (8)
86. Domain-, roles-, or network-specific

use of language (8)
87. Bi- and multilingualism (12)
88. Ethnic minorities/Language minor-

ities (8)
89. Language barriers between different

speech communities/International
problems of communication (8)

90. Extremely small and extremely large
speech communities (4)

91. Communities with "undeveloped"
languages (4)

92. Homeless, displaced dialects (4)
93. Politically divided linguistic commu-

nities (4)
94. Age/Generation-specific use of lan-

guage (4)
95. Sex-specific use of language (8)
96. Language and identity (8)
97. Linguistic prejudices/Stereotypes (8)
98. Language in institutions (12)
99. Language and the mass media (8)
too. Spoken and written language (8)
101. Language, political discourse, and

ideology (12)
V Problems of method (212, total)

A. General
102. Legal problems of sociolinguistic re-

search (4)
103. Ethical problems of research (4)
104. Research aim and method (4)
105. Ethnomethodologi-

cal/Interactionist-deductive studies
(4)

106. Quantitative-qualitative methods (4)
107. Dependent-independent variables:

Sociological or linguistic (4)
108. The main phases of the research

process (4)
109. Problems of representation (4)
110. Elicitation as a problem of discourse

(4)
B. Elicitation methods

i n . Observation (8)
112. Experiment (8)
113. Test (8)
114. Questioning (8)
115. Document/Content analysis (4)
116. Statistics on language (4)
117. Panel studies (4)

C. Recording and describing data
118. Transcription (12)
119. Computer analysis (8)
120. Variable rule (12)

121. Variety grammar (8)
122. Analysis of coexistent systems (4)
123. Implicational analysis (12)
124. Quantification procedures in linguis-

tics (12)
125. Quantification of comprehensibility

(8)
126. Assessment of language level (12)
127. Assessment of language attitudes

(12)

128. Ethnographic description (12)
129. Conversation analysis description

(12 )

130. Connotational analysis (8)
VI The social relevance of levels of linguistic

analysis (72, total)
131. The sociosymbolic function of lan-

guage (4)
132. Phonetics/Phonology (8)
133. Written terms (orthography) (8)
134. Morphology (8)
135. Lexicon (8)
136. Syntax/Sentence semantics (8)
137. Selected aspects of pragmatics (8)
138. Texts (8)
139. Paralinguistic phenomena (4)
140. Nonverbal phenomena (8)

VII Problem areas (88, total)
141. Arabic language regions (4)
142. Australia (4)
143. Belgium (4)
144. Berlin (4)
145. China (4)
146. India (4)
147. Italy (4)
148. Yugoslavia (4)
149. Canada (4)
150. The Caribbean (4)
151. Catalonia (4)
152. Luxembourg (4)
153. Mexico (4)
154. East Africa (4)
155. Papua New Guinea (4)
156. Peru (4)
157. Switzerland (4)
158. Singapore (4)
159. The Soviet Union (4)
160. South Africa (4)
161. The United States (Southwest) (4)
162. West Africa (4)

VIII Historical sociolinguistics (144, total)
163. The relationship between social and

linguistic change (12)
164. Problems of method (12)
165. The emergence of written forms (8)
166. Alphabetization (8)
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167. Regional standardization and diver-
sification of varieties (12)

168. The emergence of reform of stan-
dard languages (8)

169. Industrialization and urbanization (8)
170. Technical specialization and scien-

tification (8)
171. Colonialisation and campaigns for

linguistic autonomy (12)
172. The development of language em-

pires (8)
173. Language preservation, decline, and

death (8)
174. Migration and language (8)
175. Sociolinguistic developments as a

diffusion process (8)
176. Sound shift (8)
177. Changes in vocabulary and meaning

(8)
178. Grammatical change (8)

IX Application (132, total)
179. The development and reform of

written systems (8)

180. Language standardization and cod-
ification (8)

181. Language planning (12)
182. Language politics (12)
183. Plans for an international language

(8)
184. Language revival (4)
185. Language culture (8)
186. First-language didactics (12)
187. Second-language didactics (12)
188. Foreign-language didactics (12)
189. Compensatory/Emancipatory lan-
guage projects (12)
190. Language therapy (8)
191. Rhetorical practice (8)
192. Developing awareness of the ideo-

logical use of language (8)

132

Total contents: 192 articles
Total pages: 1,284
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