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The Yunan Army of 1916 was disciplined, devoted to a cause, sup-
ported by the people. Ten years later the same army was wrecking
provincial finances, oppressing its neighbors, dealing in opium,
and avoiding battle at all costs.

From revolutionary militarism to warlordism, the story of the
Yunnan Army reflects recurring themes in modern Chinese his-
tory. In their fall from grace the officers reveal the trouble with
their Western-Confucian education. The disintegratng army
dramatizes the struggle to adapt and preserve a foreign-style
institution in the face of Chinese social and political traditions.
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Editorial Statement

Since taking over as Editor of The China Quarterly, 1 have had the
opportunity to consider its present position and future prospects in the light
of the inherited situation. Together with colleagues on the Editorial Board
and with special efforts by the printers, whose difficulties caused by the
nationwide printing dispute have now been resolved, I am doing my best to
get the journal back on schedule. This will take time but it is a matter of
crucial importance and, barring unforeseen circumstances, I hope it can be
achieved by July 1981. At the same time, with the help of Caroline Mason,
and the co-operation of referees including many members of the Editorial
Board and other scholars, the backlog of articles and correspondence that
had accumulated is being cleared. I hope that, with the return of the
Assistant Editor, Gail Eadie, in January the accumulation of such backlogs
can be avoided in future. My aim is to reach a final decision about all
articles submitted in no longer than eight weeks, and in some cases the
time taken will be shorter than this.

I have had the opportunity to discuss the future content of the journal
with members of the Editorial Board at the recent Annual General Meeting.
One outcome of these discussions was that, with the improved opportunities
for visits and work in China, the section currently entitled * Reports from
China ” should not be continued beyond the issues of the journal presently
planned on the basis of existing commitments. In the new context of more
normal scholarly contacts, writings drawing on information obtained in China
can in future be published either as articles or as research notes. We have
also decided that, in future, efforts should be made to keep the length of
articles published in The China Quarterly to not more than 8,000-10,000
words. This is not intended to be an absolute upper limit, but I would like
to draw the attention of prospective contributors to this policy, which reflects
in part our continuing desire to achieve a balance between the scholarly
character of the journal and service to a wider public. We also wish to avoid
a situation in which deserving articles of normal length are unduly delayed
by the publication of articles that monopolize much of the space available,
and we must, of course, have regard to the costs of production and
distribution.

Lastly, I am considering several other ideas which, I hope, will enhance
the usefulness and appeal of the journal. We stand today at a turning point
in the development of the Chinese People’s Republic, and in the intellectual
relations between China and the outside world. At such a juncture, we should
like to have the opportunity to consider manuscripts from scholars in the
various disciplines, reassessing the methods hitherto used in their respective
arts as applied to China, and/or summing up critically the results thus far
achieved. I also hope to be able appropriately to mark significant dates such
as the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China,
the centenary of Lu Xun’s birth and the 70th anniversary of the Xinhai
Geming. Lastly, T shall make vigorous efforts to keep the book review
section up-to-date, lively and appropriately comprehensive in its coverage.
Having regard to the greater number of publications in Chinese from China;
I shall shortly be seeking reviewers for such books.

BriaN Hook
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