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Japan is aging rapidly, and its government
has been groping with the implications of this
profound social change. In a pioneering study of
postwar Japanese social policy, John Creighton
Campbell traces the growth from small beginnings
to an elaborate and expensive set of pension,
health care, employment, and social service
programs for older people.

Campbell argues that an understanding of policy
The change requires a careful disentangling of social
problems and how they come to be perceived, the
]W W invention (or borrowing) of policy solutions, and
“* . conflicts and coalitions among bureaucrats, politi-
g cians, interest groups, and the general public.

W M 3 “Campbell’s book is a rich source of data on

Japanese social policies dealing with aging.
Nothing in the English language comes close to
being such a resource. It should be bought by
every university library and anyone interested in
Japanese policies toward aging.”

—Robert H. Binstock,

Case Western Reserve University

Cloth: $45.00 ISBN 0-691-07884-X

According to the contributors to this volume,
the relationship of Buddhism and the arts in
Japan is less the rendering of Buddhist
philosophical ideas through artistic imagery
than it is the development of concepts and
expressions in a virtually inseparable unity. By

FLOWING

challenging those who consider religion to be b} T I{ ‘\ C P S
the primary phenomenon and art the secondary S 4 -\
arena for the apprehension of religious mean- . 3
ings, these essays reveal the collapse of other TR Buddhism
dichotomies as well. in the Literary and

Touching on works produced at every social : Visual Arts of Japan
level, contributors explore a fascinating set of : :
connections within Japanese culture and move

to re-envision such usual distinctions as religion L Edited by
and art, sacred and secular, Buddhism and ) ._]qmes H. Sanford,
Shinto, theory and substance, elite and popular, ¢ William R. LaFleur, and

and even audience and artist. i Masatoshi Nagatomi
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