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Liquid Life
Abortion and Buddhism in Japan
William R. LaFleur

Why would a country strongly Influenced by
Buddhism's reverence for life allow legalized,
widely used abortion? In this provocative
Investigation, William LaFleur examines abortion
as a window on the culture and ethics of Japan.
At the same time he explores how the Japanese
resolve their conflicting emotions privately and
avoid the pro-life/pro-choice politics that sharply
divide Americans.

The author explains how reproduction and
religion became contested in nineteenth-century
Japan, when highly politicized religious move-
ments condemned abortion and urged women to
have as many children as possible. Tracing the
troubled history behind the eventual consensus
that has allowed legalized abortion since 1948, he
describes the emergence of a society that values
the family in rhetoric and in practice.

"One can learn a great deal about
Japanese Buddhism, thought, and psychol-
ogy from this book, as well as gain Insight
Into the Intellectual Issues of the abortion
debate."—Patricia G. Stelnhoff

"The author writes in a style accessible to any reader Interested In Japanese religion and
thought, abortion, and ethics."—Thomas P. Kasulis
Cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-07405-4

Six Circles, One Dewdrop
The Religio-Aesthetic World of Komparu Zenchiku

Arthur H. Thornhill III
Arthur Thornhill presents the first major study in English of the dramaturgical treatises of Komparu

Zenchiku (1405-1468?), son-in-law and pupil of the illustrious Zeami and a pivotal figure in the history of
Japanese noh drama.

The book begins with annotated translations of two of Zenchiku's most important treatises, which
delineate a system of seven symbolic categories called "six circles and one dewdrop." Especially significant
are two commentaries appended to the first treatise and composed by the Buddhist prelate Shigyoku
(1383-1463) and Ichijo Kaneyoshl (1402-1481), the renowned court official and scholar. Together
Zenchiku's symbolic system and the two commentaries reveal a microcosm of the intellectual and cultural
dialogue among the dominant creeds of the Muromachi period—Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto.

'This book Is an extraordinary contribution to the field. Until now these treatises have been
described for Western readers in only the barest way. Thornhill not only Introduces Zenchiku's
work, but also sets It In Its historical context."—Thomas W. Hare, Stanford University

'This book will be a significant companion to any studies of noh drama, and it is an important
contribution to religio-cultural and religlo-aesthetlc studies of Japan."
—Richard B. Pilgrim, Syracuse University
Cloth: $39.95 ISBN 0-691 -07352-X
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